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Introduction

In response to students who did not have time to meet in person, Amy decided to
move her undergraduate group project online to provide more flexibility. She
developed the class blog, The Changing Nature of the American Family, as a way for
students to participate in collaborative research, develop leadership skills and engage
In a dialogue with their peers. Throughout the semester, students worked in teams to
compose blog entries around various topics, utilizing text, images, and video from the
web. By creating a week long discussion maintained by the students themselves,
students were required to take more authority over the group work and facilitate an
ongoing dialogue with classmates with minimal encouragement from Amy.
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Process

Students were divided into assigned teams and chose a theme related to the topic of
the Changing American Family. Students then worked together to collect resources
and write a concise blog entry around their theme. Each team was responsible for
maintaining the blog for a specific week, by writing blog entries, posing questions to
guide discussion, and posting a summary. Classmates were asked to post comments
and questions in response to the blog posts.

Outcome

By the end of the semester, students had built a collection of posts on various topics
of interest, including gender & family, aging & healthcare, adoption, war, media
Influences, and other current topics in family
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You Can Blog Too!

* A self-paced Blogging Tutorial is available in the eLearning & Faculty Resource
Community in myLesley. Contact elis@Ilesley.edu if you are not yet a member!
 Contact elis@lesley.edu for a special one-on-one training session.



