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M.Ed. in ADVANCED TEACHING PRACTICES – LITERACY (K-8)
ONLINE PROGRAM
Targeted for teachers currently working in a classroom, the M.Ed. in Advanced Teaching Practices
offers participants a new, unique way to assess, evaluate, and improve their teaching for maximum
classroom effectiveness, using their own classroom. Three highly interactive practices of teaching are
emphasized: assessment, culture and climate of the classroom, and teaching for learning progressions.
A key feature of the program is the continuous coaching of participants' instructional practices, using
video technology that captures teacher and student work at various points in the program. All
coursework is directly tied to the real work teachers are doing in their own classrooms.
Five content courses help participants build deeper knowledge and understanding. Six clinical courses
provide opportunities for guided practice and are specifically designed to translate a participant's new
knowledge into practice. A capstone course helps students assess and provide evidence of their
progress, and that of their pupils.

Courses may have prerequisites for registration; please check course descriptions before registering.

Course Number
EFTCH 6311
EEDUC 6059
EEDUC 6001
EFTCH 6321
EFTCH 6331
EEDUC 6101
EFTCH 6322
EFTCH 6332
EEDUC 6136
EFTCH 6323
EFTCH 6333
EECLD 6008
EFTCH 7744
TOTAL CREDITS

Course Title
Introduction to Advanced Teaching Practices
Literature and Learning in the K-8 Classroom
The Teaching of Writing (K-12)
Assessment in Advanced Teaching Practices
Clinical Practice I: Assessment in Advanced Teaching
Practices
Content Literacy
Sustaining a Culture of Learning
Clinical Practice II: Sustaining a Culture of Learning
Struggling Readers and Writers
Teaching for Learning Progressions
Clinical Practice III: Teaching for Learning
Progressions
Teaching Reading and Writing for Speakers of Other
Languages and Dialects
Professional Seminar in Advanced Teaching
Practices

Course Credits
3
3
3
3
1
3
3
1
3
3
1
3
3
33

Lesley University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity institution and does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, religion,
color, creed, national or ethnic origin, sex, sexual orientation, handicap or disability in its education programs, employment, or in
admissions to, access to or treatment in its programs or activities.

Graduate School of Education ◆ 29 Everett Street ◆ Cambridge, MA 02138 ◆ lesley.edu

Course Descriptions
EFTCH 6311 Introduction to Advanced Teaching Practices
This first course in Advanced Teaching Practices introduces three
research-based competencies around which the program is built –
Assessment, Sustaining a Culture of Learning, and Teaching for
Learning Progressions. Candidates look for fresh perspectives on
their own teaching by studying each competency through
unexpected channels, including online games, virtual field studies,
and video documentation and analysis. Candidates then explore
their own teaching practice related to the competencies and
analyze video clips captured in their classrooms with both peers
and instructor using the Effective Teaching Rubric©, which is
employed throughout the program and is a capstone assessment at
the end of the program.
EEDUC 6059 Literature and Learning in the K-8 Classroom
This course will explore children’s and young adult literature as
teaching tools in language arts and content area instruction. With an
emphasis on curriculum development, the course will focus on
teaching strategies for various genres; issues related to differentiated
instruction and text complexity; and the use of children’s and young
adult literature as a vehicle to explore multiple perspectives.
EEDUC 6001 The Teaching of Writing (K-12)
This course promotes the thoughtful examination of writers and
writing instruction. Throughout the course, students are introduced
to strategies and skills they can use to enhance their own writing
and the writing of K–12 students. Using a process approach,
students learn how to communicate ideas effectively in a variety of
genres and for a multitude of purposes. Based on the most current
understandings in the field, this course explores such topics as
writer’s workshop, conferencing, struggling writers, assessment,
reading/writing connections, writing in the disciplines, revision and
editing, the use of technology to support writers, and the
management of writing instruction.
EFTCH 6321 Assessment in Advanced Teaching Practices
This course investigates how effective teachers use multiple
methods of formative assessment to engage learners in their own
growth, to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher's and
learner's decision making. Coursework focuses on assessment for
learning as part of the instructional process. Focusing on an
individual student, and using material from content-area courses,
candidates learn methods for establishing baselines for learning
and for setting learning targets. Candidates learn and practice
formative assessment strategies (universal and content -specific)
that inform instructional planning and precise interventions. They
also learn and practice ways to provide effective feedback to the
student. Prerequisite: EFTCH 6311
EFTCH 6331 Clinical Practice I: Assessment in Advanced
Teaching Practices
This clinical course asks participants to use multiple methods of
formative assessment to engage learners in their own growth, to
monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher's and learner's
decision making. Focusing on a small group of students, and using
material from content-area courses, candidates demonstrate
methods for establishing baselines for learning and for setting
learning targets. Candidates demonstrate the use of formative
assessment strategies (universal and content-specific) that clarify
and inform instructional planning, and decide upon and utilize
precise interventions. Candidates also practice ways to provide
effective feedback to students on their performance/learning.
Prerequisite: EFTCH 6321
EEDUC 6101 Content Literacy
Disciplinary literacies are explored as a means of accessing content
knowledge in the PreK-12 classroom. The course examines
constructivist reading comprehension and vocabulary strategies, and

investigates how listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing are
a means of both developing and demonstrating content area
knowledge. Diverse text types and genres are examined for their
complexity and content, as tools for scaffolding content learning.
EFTCH 6322 Sustaining a Culture of Learning
This course focuses on the candidate's classroom as a whole.
Through an analysis of social relationships, classroom tasks and
classroom talk, candidates document the extent to which they have
established a respectful, equitable environment that promotes a
high degree of learner engagement and a clear commitment to
learning for all students. Candidates develop an action plan for
themselves that puts new knowledge to use in their classrooms.
Prerequisites: EFTCH 6311 and EFTCH 6321
EFTCH 6332 Clinical Practice II: Sustaining a Culture of
Learning
This clinical experience provides an opportunity for candidates to
apply new knowledge and skills as they continue to shape an
environment that is respectful, equitable, and that promotes
learning for all students. Candidates will implement the action plan
developed in Sustaining a Culture of Learning. Individually and
through peer exchanges, they will analyze classroom interactions
and correlated student work samples to determine the impact of
their decisions on social relationships, classroom tasks and
classroom talk. Prerequisite: EFTCH 6322
EEDUC 6136 Struggling Readers and Writers
This course explores the nature of the challenges facing those
students at all grade levels who struggle (for diverse reasons) to
achieve expected progress in reading and writing development.
Participants will describe and analyze the nature of difficulties
encountered by struggling readers and writers; they will identify
appropriate classroom approaches to address these difficulties and
will survey the many well-established programs for learners who
are struggling. Issues related to serving diverse populations are
raised throughout. Prerequisites: EEDUC 6001, EEDUC 6059, and
EEDUC 6101
EFTCH 6323 Teaching for Learning Progressions
This course investigates how effective teachers apply knowledge of
human development, learning theory, and K-12 content to
instruction that is challenging, clear, differentiated, and accurate.
Candidates research and document content-specific and highleverage teaching methods. They plan and conduct a teaching
experiment in their content area with a learning progression that
begins by identifying learners' individual strengths and needs;
applying their researched methods toward reaching content
learning standards; and using formative assessment to evaluate
both the progression and its component methods. Candidates then
discuss and reflect on their results in order to advance their
teaching practice in a sustainable manner. Prerequisites: EFTCH
6311, EFTCH 6321, and EFTCH 6322
EFTCH 6333 Clinical Practice III: Teaching for Learning
Progressions
In this clinical course, candidates plan and conduct instruction that
bridges content standards and learners' knowledge and skills.
Candidates identify one or more target standards and, focusing on
a small group of students, then make baseline assessments and
research strategies and resources to plan a learning progression
that will best foster students' individual learning. Candidates then
conduct a teaching experiment in their content area, using
formative assessment to evaluate the progression and its methods.
Reflecting upon their evidence, candidates discuss the issues of
differentiating instruction with a larger number of students in order
to advance their teaching practice for a full class in a sustaina ble
manner. Prerequisite: EFTCH 6323
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EECLD 6008 Teaching Reading and Writing for Speakers of
Other Languages and Dialects
This course focuses on what is different and essential about teaching
English reading and writing to speakers of other languages and other
language varieties. It discusses the impact of students’ first languages
and language varieties in reading and writing in English. It discusses
the role of oral language in reading and writing. It employs culturally
responsive research based methods, strategies, and materials in
learning and teaching reading and writing in English as a new
language and language varieties.
EFTCH 7744 Professional Seminar in Advanced Teaching
Practices
This course requires candidates to participate in a Community of
Practice as they seek to provide evidence of growth for themselves
and their students. Candidates document growth for a diverse
group of students via a series of classroom interactions and
correlated work samples where learners are engaged in
challenging content area work. Community of Practice sessions
focus on: How to assess students' work and analyze it before
instruction begins. Where should instruction begin and what kinds
of instructional strategies challenge students to move to a higher
level of understanding? How can instruction be adapted along the
way based on each student's needs? What subsequent planning
needs to occur to support the next steps in student learning?
Candidates document their own growth by revisiting their initial
self-assessments, accomplished in the first course, and assembling
a capstone portfolio to be assessed with the Effective Teaching
Rubric©. Prerequisites: All courses (30 credits) must be completed
prior to enrolling in the Professional Seminar in Advanced
Teaching Practices. Permission required.
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