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CONCEPT
MAP
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FOCUS
There is an old Chinese proverb that states, “The journey is the reward.” With this
in mind, students will explore and examine how journeys help to create a deeper
understanding of the world and the individual within it. Students will begin to grasp that
the journey is just as important as the meeting the end goal, and the actual journey
may surpass the expectations of achieving the goal.

GRADE LEVEL:
Eighth

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Social Studies:
Students will be able to identify how early westward expansion fits in with the
theme of “journeys”. Students will examine the reasons why people undertook journeys
and the skills needed to complete them. Students will realize the ways in which journeys
affected individuals, families, and communities.
Math:
Students will plan the journey: which will include looking at the probability of
making the journey; creating an cost estimation worksheet and budget especially for
transportation, gas and food costs; planning a launch activity; addressing space needs;
estimation of sleep and exercise needs; card games for busy downtime, and final journey.
Language Arts:
Students will look at the various types of journeys that individuals embark on
through reading literature and writing their own personal journal journeys. Almost every
written work contains the journey of a character, whether it is a physical journey or a
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personal journey. Students will examine various written pieces and determine whether
these journeys were completed or did they fail? Was the character better off at the end of
the journey, or did his or her situation worsen? Also, by logging their own journey over
the course of this unit, students will be able to self-assess whether or not they were better
off once their journeys were completed. Students will specifically do this by reading The
Lewis and Clark Diaries with Steve Willan’s Social Studies class, as well as by reading
the novel, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, by L. Frank Baum.
Science:
Our students’ journey will explore changes in weather and climate in the past,
present and future. Prior explorations about the earth’s atmosphere and its composition
have integrated physics; air pressure (air masses and fronts) and heat transfer
(conduction, convection and radiation). Along with factors that affect changes in weather
and climate, students will explore global changes in the atmosphere and how these
changes have affected our lives at various points in history.
Unified Arts
Students will journey through the history of music starting from folk music and
songs starting from the Western Expansion .When students are challenged to explore eras
of music, their theme song must be related to journeys. Classical, rock , jazz, pop, big
band, etc. are a few examples of categories they can select from where they can play the
piece and present a brief analysis of the era and how the piece influenced music through
time. (i.e. refer to songs of the United States CCL handout)
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ENGAGING ACTIVITY
For the engaging activity the students will be taken outside by the teachers. They
will be asked to walk slowly around the school and the soccer field. The students will be
asked to take in any sights, sounds, and smells that they come across. They will pay
attention to how it feels to walk on the parking lot as opposed to the field. They will also
notice how they and their peers feel as they take the walk.
When they return to the school the students will be asked to discuss what they
experienced. Teachers will lead with questions such as: “Did you notice something that
you hadn’t noticed before?”, “What smells, sights, sounds, did you encounter?”, “How
did it feel to get outside and away from class?”, “Did your feet hurt walking on the
pavement or the field?”, “How did you feel physically before and after the trip?”, “Did
you feel any different at all?”.
We will discuss how taking journeys can sometimes change one in different ways.
The things you experience and the obstacles you encounter can help you to grow and
sometimes view the world differently. The students will then be told that they will be
exploring a new unit with the theme of “journeys”. They will be told to keep in mind
what they know and feel about journeys before they start the unit. After the completion
of the unit they will present what they learned during the special “Journey Finale”.
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STATE STANDARDS
Social Studies:
USI.26 Describe the causes, course, and consequences of America’s westward expansion.
Math: http://standards.nctm.org/document/chapter6/index.htm
Math standards include problem solving, reasoning and proof, communication,
connections, and representation.
Language Arts:
Reading and Literature
12.4: Locate and analyze elements of plot and characterization and then use an
understanding of these elements to determine how qualities of the central characters
influence the resolution of the conflict.
15.5: Identify and analyze imagery and figurative language.
15.6: Identify and analyze how an author’s use of words creates tone and mood.
Composition
23.6: Decide on the placement of descriptive details about setting, characters, and events
in stories.
23.8: Organize information about a topic into a coherent paragraph with a topic sentence,
sufficient supporting detail, and a concluding sentence.
21.6: Revise writing to improve organization and diction after checking the logic
underlying the order of ideas, the precision of vocabulary used, and the economy of
writing.
20.3: Make distinctions among fiction, nonfiction, dramatic literature, and poetry, and
use these genres selectively when writing for different purposes.
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19.19: Write stories or scripts with well-developed characters, setting, dialogue, clear
conflict and resolution, and sufficient descriptive detail.
Language
4.20: Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words using context clues.
2.4: Integrate relevant information gathered from group discussions and interviews for
reports.
Science
Strand: Earth and Space Science
Learning Standard 4 - Explain the relationship among energy provided by the sun, the
global patterns of atmospheric movement, and the temperature differences among water
land and atmosphere.
Learning Standard 9 – Differentiate between weather and climate. Instructional
resources Science
Strand: Earth and Space Science
Learning Standard 4 - Explain the relationship among energy provided by the sun, the
global patterns of atmospheric movement, and the temperature differences among water
land and atmosphere.
Learning Standard 9 – Differentiate between weather and climate.
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INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES
Social Studies:
For the social studies component students will be using:


Maps



Historical narratives



Books/internet for reference materials



Images/paintings of historical American journeys

Math:
I’m planning to detour out of the box a bit for math, due to my unfortunate lack of
prior historical knowledge. I’ll have my children look at the current event happening right
here in the town of Ashland, that being the opening of the new high school on January 9,
2006. Due to the huge growth in population over the past 5 years, Ashland needed to
build a new high school. I believe this will be of interest to these eighth graders, since
they will be the first class to attend all 4 years in this new facility.
Language Arts:
For my Language Arts classes we will be using the texts of The Lewis and Clark
Diaries, and The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum. Other resources the unit
will consist of are the Internet, for research on writing screenplays.
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ORGANIZATION of the SUBJECT MATTER
SOCIAL STUDIES:
Create a Timeline: The students will reconstruct the route of Lewis and Clark by making
a detailed timeline of the journey. They will work in groups to construct their timelines
using large rolled paper, colored pencils, and markers. They will also create drawings
and add pictures corresponding to different aspects of the journey. They will use
websites, books, and magazines (such as National Geographic) to help them to complete
the timeline. If time permits students will be shown excerpts form the beautifully filmed
“Lewis and Clark Expedition” which was produced by PBS.
References:
A Journey Forth – Lewis and Clark
http://www.journey4th.org/
Corps of Discovery
http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/LC/
Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition
http://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/
Lewis and Clark
www.pbs.org/lewisandclark
Lewis and Clark
http://www.edgate.com/lewisandclark/
Lewis and Clark’s Historical Trail
http://www.lewisclark.net/
National Geographic Guide to the Lewis & Clark Trail, Thomas Schmidt, 2002
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“The Lewis and Clark Diaries” (with Miss Judy Capone’s L.A. class): The students of
Miss Judy Capone’s Language Arts class will work with our social studies class in
bringing the Lewis and Clark expedition to life. This will be done by reading the “Lewis
and Clark Diaries”. Students will be placed in groups (mixed from the two classes) to
read the book. Each group will be assigned separate sections to read for the first half of
each class. For the second half of the class the groups will present what the read to the
others. They can do this by summarizing or by acting it out. They will be prepared to
answer questions from the class about the readings.

Maps: Students will study different historical maps and learn how to interpret them.
After becoming familiar with maps the students will then create their own. They will do
this by making a map of their daily journey from home to school. They will provide the
map with a scale, a north arrow, and a key. The map does not have to be artistically
perfect but does have to correctly show route. This will include roads or paths taken,
obstacles to be overcome and major landmarks that are on the way.

Role Play: The students will research and study two different types of journeys that
occurred in the 19th century – the Oregon Trail and the Trail of Tears. They will learn
that some journeys are made by people willingly to create a better life (the Oregon Trail).
They will also understand that some people are forced to take journeys unwillingly (the
Trail of Tears). The students will then role-play a character from one of the journeys.
They will pick their character from “out of a hat”. The characters will include male,
female, young, old, Native American, Caucasian, soldiers, priests, trappers, farmers,
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etc… The students will learn what it was like for the various individuals and the
struggles involved for each. They will present their findings in character to the class.
References:
The Oregon Trail
http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Oregontrail.html
Oregon Trail History Library
http://www.endoftheoregontrail.org/histhome.html
National Oregon Trail Center
http://www.oregontrailcenter.org/
American West – The Oregon Trail
http://www.americanwest.com/trails/pages/oretrail.htm
The Trail of Tears
http://ngeorgia.com/history/nghisttt.html
Trail of Tears - PBS
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h1567.html
Trail of Tears National Historic Park
http://www.nps.gov/trte/

Journal: Part of our knowledge and historical data form journeys comes from the
journals of the participants. In this activity students will compare a historical journey
with a journey that they themselves undertook. Their “journey” can be going to a new
school, taking a vacation, taking a hike though the woods, or anything where they
traveled from one point to another. They will include new things they experienced,
obstacles they have to overcome, and knowledge they gained along the way. They will
write this in their journal. They will then compare their journal with a historical journal.
They will find out what was different and what was similar with both. What things were
done differently in their journey compared to the historical one? What was different
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about the materials the student had compared to what the person taking the historical
journey had (cell phones, better transportation…)?

Mini Journey: After learning about the different historical journeys, examining why
people undertook them, the skills needed to complete them, and the ways in which
journeys affected individuals and communities, the students will complete a mini journey
as if it were 1800. The journey will be a one-day affair, organized by the students, and
undertaken within the local community. The students will map out the route, find out
what provisions are needed, what kind of topography they will be traversing, and what
materials will be needed. They can not bring anything they was not in use then (such as
plastic water bottles, sunglasses, cell phones…) nor can they traverse anything that would
not have been around in 1800 (such as paved roads, concrete…). This journey will give
the students an appreciation of what it was like to undertake a journey in 1800.
Social Studies Assessments: Students will be assessed by rubrics, observation,
questioning, oral responses, discussions, journals, demonstrations, and role playing.
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LANGUAGE ARTS:

There’s no place like home…There’s no place like home.” These famous words written
by L. Frank Baum at the turn of the twentieth century beg the question, “Is there really no
place like home?” Students in my Language Arts class will discover how a journey can
change a person regardless of whether or not the destination is met.

3-Week Design:
WEEK ONE
As SteveWillan previously mentioned, Social Studies and Language Arts will
work in conjunction reading The Lewis and Clark Diaries. Because he covered that
portion of the unit under Social Studies I will focus on our reading of The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum.

Students will read The Wonderful Wizard of Oz together in class.
Pre-Reading Activities:
Students will begin together in class by working in cooperative groups to begin a
KWL chart on the novel. Since most students will be familiar with the story it is expected
that the KNOW portion of the chart will be quickly filled. The groups will then decide on
at least 5 things that they WANT to learn about the story or author. The entire class will
reconvene to create one large chart that will be hung in the room throughout the unit. The
LEARNED portion of the chart will be completed at the end of the unit.
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Prior to reading the text students will begin thinking about journeys through
writing. Students will write a 5 paragraph essay about a journey they have either been
on, or one they hope to go on, and what changes in their life either resulted from it, or do
they hope to result from it. This will involve using graphic organizers to plan their essay
and create topic sentences. It will also require students to peer edit each other’s work.
Students will complete a peer editing worksheet containing the following questions about
their partner’s essay:


Did the essay have a clear and concise thesis statement?



Is the essay organized appropriately—consisting of an introductory paragraph,
3 detail paragraphs in the body and a conclusion?



If you answered “no,” what part is missing?



Does the body of the essay support the thesis statement?



What suggestions can you give to the author to improve the essay?



Name two things you liked about the essay.

Once the peer editing is completed students will revise essays to produce a completed 5
paragraph essay.
Assessment:
Students will be assessed by 20% of their participation in the group created KWL
chart, as graded by the other members of the group. 80% of the first week’s grade will be
their completion of the writing process: completion of rough draft, completion of peer
editing worksheet, incorporation of revisions, and final product.

WEEK TWO
During Reading Activities:
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Throughout our reading of the novel students will keep a journal of their reaction
to the book. What did he or she like? What did he or she not like?
Students will also work in groups to present chapters of the book to the rest of the
middle school. Each group will be assigned a chapter. Each person in the group will be
assigned a character who they need to portray in their presentation. The presentations will
be performed at the end of the unit as a play. This play will incorporate the unified arts of
art and music to create scenery and add music to the play.
Assessment:
Throughout the reading of the story students’ reading comprehension will be
tested through little quizzes called “quizlets.” It might simply consist of explaining a
favorite scene of a chapter in detail, who receiving a list of quotes from the chapter and
determining which character said them.

WEEK THREE
Post-Reading Activities:
The first activity after we have completed reading the text is for students to pair
up and to interview “Dorothy.” One student will be responsible for portraying Dorothy
the other student will be the interviewer. The student portraying Dorothy will need to
consider the interviewer’s questions regarding her journey. The two students will compile
the interview in a typed script form, ensuring that all of Dorothy’s quotes are exact. This
activity will help students work on their grammar and the correct use of quotation marks.
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The next activity after completing the story is students will watch the 1939
version of the movie. Students will complete a Venn diagram showing what is the same
with both the movie and the original text as well as what is different. Students will then
write a brief movie review that offers their opinions as to whether or not the movie is true
to the book and if it is worth seeing.
The last activity after completing the reading of the story is that students will
work in cooperative groups to create a scene that follows when Dorothy returns to
Kansas. The following questions need to be considered, “How has the journey changed
Dorothy? How is her life different now that she has completed it? Will Dorothy stay in
Kansas or has the journey caused her to search for other journeys?”
Assessment:
Students will be assessed on the three activities. First, students will be assessed on
the accuracy of their interview scripts. Second, students will be assessed on their movie
review as graded by the entire class. Lastly, students will be assessed on their completed
scenes.
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SCIENCE
Week One
Review of the Atmosphere
Using KWL organizers (available through LINKS) students will be able to create a
concept map of what they know about weather and climate, what they want to know and
then by the end of the unit, what they have learned. The initial engaging activity will be a
simple activity consisting of vocabulary words and definitions. Students will be given a
word or definition and be challenged to pair up with the correct word and definition. This
initial activity will help to set a baseline for the unit. Vocabulary words include;
Weather

Atmosphere

Aneroid Barometer
Thermosphere

Ozone
Altitude

Ionosphere

Density

Air Pressure

Troposphere
Exosphere

Mercury Barometer

Stratosphere Mesosphere
Oxygen Nitrogen

Carbon

Dioxide
Key Concepts to be covered include;


Composition of the earth’s atmosphere



Properties of air such as density and pressure



Air pressure decreases as altitude increases



Layers of the atmosphere are determined by their changes in temperature

Science Habits of Mind;
Cooperative learning and communicating results using science graphic organizers
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Assessment:


Students will create a lab within the classroom that explores density and pressure
(Working Under Pressure, p. 15 Prentice Hall Science Explorer Weather and
Climate)



Students will also be assessed with multiple choice and short response ¡§quest¡¨



(test + quiz =quest, or “twiz¨ if you so prefer)



Students will also practice and critique their own note-taking and test-taking
skills.
Week Two

This week will address driving questions such as;
1)

What happens when air is heated?

2)

What is precipitation, evaporation, condensation?

3)

How is heat transferred and how does it affect the water cycle?
Key Concepts to be covered include:



Energy from the sun travels in the form of visible light and infrared radiation.



Heat is transferred via radiation, convection, or conduction.



Winds are caused by differences in air pressure



Local winds and global winds are created by unequal heating of the earth’s
surface.

Science Habits of Mind:
Asking good questions and being attentive
Assessment:
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Students will be creating an interactive study guide which includes graphic organizers for
the scientific method, cycles, Venn diagrams and perhaps SQ3R notes. Students will be
graded according to a rubric presented to them at the beginning of the week. Students will
also have completed a second lab Measuring Wind (p. 53 Prentice Hall Science
ExplorerV Weather and Climate)
Week Three
Students will weather patterns and their affect on climates. Students will use
flowcharts and organizers to track and sequence weather patterns and forecasting.
Key concepts to be covered include:
North America has four major types of air masses. Colliding air masses produce
fronts.


Changes in air masses and pressure, temperature and precipitation and
precipitation can cause storms such as cyclones, tornadoes and hurricanes.



Maps, charts, and computers assist weather forecasting.

Science Habits of Mind:
Cooperative learning and effective listening
Assessment
Students will be doing a variety of labs such as creating tornado tubes and tracking
hurricanes. Students will also create a lab involving Doppler Radar which will integrate
Science and Technology. Final Assessment will be the students individual and group
participation in the creation of the weather station in the classroom.
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CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT
Social studies:
In order to stimulate students’ interest the classroom will be set up with the theme
of journey in mind. There will be historical-era posters on the walls, maps, historical
artifacts dealing with journeys placed in the room (a canoe ore, old compass, and
snowshoes). In addition music from the time period will be played in the classroom.

Math:
Students will interface with community members by attending the new high
school open house on December 10, 2005. They can discuss how they will decide to
utilize the new space which will then be available to them in the middle school after the
9th through 12th graders vacate the premises. They can look at how they would decide to
change the bus schedules and school starting times since Ashland will be adding one new
route and opening time. Who should get to stay in bed longer in the morning, the high
school students or the middle school students? Their final journey will be completed
when they enter the new high school in August 2006.

Language Arts:
The ELA classroom will be decorated by the students at the start, and throughout
the entire unit. Each class period will have a section of the room devoted to that class’s
journey. The room will be split down the middle. Half of the room will be filled with
their work from The Wonderful Wizard of Oz the other half of the room will show their
work that is done with the Social Studies class on The Lewis and Clark Diaries.
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Science:
The classroom will initially be set up as usual. The goal is to engage students to
create a weather station. Students will investigate and create various stations for them to
practice skills to monitor weather (i.e. air pressure, precipitation, wind speed).

- 22 -

JOURNEY FINALE
At the end of the journey the students will be participating in a culminating
activity. The purpose of this is to create an opportunity for the students to show what
knowledge they have acquired through the study of this unit. Parents, school personnel,
and members of the community will be invited to attend the function.
The school gymnasium will be set up as a fantasy journey. The floor will have a
replica of the “yellow brick road” from the film The Wizard of Oz.

Students will have booths set up as along the “road” detailing what they have
learned about journeys in each of the subject areas. Social studies for example, will be
presented in booths depicting: various historical journeys, maps created from the
journeys, timelines from Lewis and Clark, and comparative journeys. While showing the
booths the students will be dressed in period costume depicting characters from historical
journeys such as the Oregon Trial and The Cherokee Trail of Tears. The other subjects
will have similar booth exhibits. Students will explain and answer questions about their
exhibits. During the “walk” music will be playing in the background. The songs will all
have “journeys” as their theme (Sentimental Journey, Homeward Bound, Travelin’
Man…etc).
The booths/finale will be assessed by the teachers of the various subject areas
using a rubric. The students will also be “assessed” in a fun manner. Those attending
will have the opportunity to vote on awards for the various booths. These awards will be
in the form of “titles” such as: “most original”, “most elaborate”, “most entertaining”,
and “most complicated”. We set up this finale not only for the students to present what
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they learned about the journey unit but also as an engaging activity that will help in
creating a community of learners.
Also, at the Journey Finale students from Judy Capone’s Language Arts classes
will be able to perform their presentations of scenes from The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.
This performance will end the evening and complete the journey for all involved.
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FINALE RUBRIC

Required
Elements

Props

Content

Attractiveness

4

3

2

1

Student
included more
information
than was
required.
Student uses
several props
that show
considerable
work/creativity
and which
make the
presentation
better.
Shows a full
understanding
of the topic.

Student
included all
information
that was
required.
Student uses 1
prop that
shows
considerable
work/creativity
and which
make the
presentation
better.
Shows a good
understanding
of the topic.

Student
included most
information
that was
required.
Student uses 1
prop which
makes the
presentation
better.

Student
included less
information
than was
required.
The student
uses no props
OR the props
chosen
detract from
the
presentation.

Shows a good
understanding
of parts of the
topic.

The exhibit is
exceptionally
attractive in
terms of
design, layout,
and neatness.

The exhibit is
attractive in
terms of
design, layout
and neatness.

Does not
seem to
understand
the topic very
well.
The exhibit is
distractingly
messy or very
poorly
designed. It is
not attractive.
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The exhibit is
acceptably
attractive
though it may
be a bit messy.

FINAL THOUGHT
The famous science fiction writer Ursula K. LeGuin once wrote, “It is good to have an
end to journey toward; but it is the journey that matters, in the end.” Hopefully, after the
completion of our unit on Journeys the eighth grade at our middle school will find
themselves appreciating not only the goals they set for themselves but the journey that
they embark on to achieve those goals.
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