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Essential Questions
Who are you responsible for?
In what ways do your actions impact the interdependent web of existence of which we
are all a part?

Overview
At some point in everyone’s life, they are affected by a serious illness or tragedy.
Whether it is personally or through a connection to a loved one, a sense of isolation or
hopelessness may occur. This cross-curricular inquiry unit is designed to help our
seventh grade students increase their awareness and sensitivity to such situation and
discovery how it is the responsibility of the community to get involved to make these
situations better. To connect the students to the information being discovered, the inquiry
will focus on childhood diseases and tragedies.
Throughout the unit students will be given opportunities to explore the concept of
creating a caring and responsive community. Students will construct knowledge through
participation in group activities in all subject areas that are designed to build hope,
strength and joy for children who are fighting for their lives or dealing with tragedy. As
they examine the affects of philanthropic endeavors they will discover how somewhat
simple acts of kindness can enrich the human experience for others. At the end of the unit
students, their families and all community members will be offered a venue in which they
can demonstrate their enhanced understanding of civic obligation through positive actions
designed to empower them to take responsibility for not only their fellow community
members but also ill children throughout the United States. The students will host a walk
for awareness and raise money for the Make a Wish Foundation.
The students will also initiate a community program staffed by volunteers in
which critically ill patients and their families and/ or people who have been struck by
tragedy will receive the assistance necessary to survive. This assistance may be in the
form of transportation to and from doctor’s visits, meal delivery, child care, yard work or
a shoulder to cry on when necessary. Students will approach town officials and society
members initially by mail, and then appeal to their sense of community by speaking at a
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town meeting. The town meetings are usually televised on the local broadcast station and
therefore the students request/ idea will reach all members of the community. The goal is
to create a committee that will be responsible for tracking families within the community
who may have fallen on difficult times and creating a task force to assist. To aid the
committee with tracking individuals and families who may need help the students will
create a website at which people can submit a recommendation for services.
The unit is designed to incorporate the various learning styles and educational
need of all seventh grade students. Activities and investigations offer multiple entry
points to allow students to participate at a level that is not only challenging but also
accommodating for their particular needs. The duration of the unit is six months and will
run simultaneously with regularly scheduled curriculum to address the state imposed
academic schedule for seventh grade students. Students will meet as a whole team once a
month to recap their discoveries and share ideas with others, and to determine what
actions will need to be addressed next. Content area classes will join as needed
throughout the unit to complete assignments. Teaching teams will determine this
schedule based on need and the availability of “specials” teaching staff. To raise the
funds necessary to cover the expenses associated with the unit the students will plan and
run fundraiser such as bake sales, can & bottle drives and an “open mic night”.
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Goals and Objectives
The main goal of this interdisciplinary unit is to teach students awareness and
compassion for oneself and others while creating a caring and responsive community.
The unit is about students becoming aware of the many kids at the Children’s Hospital in
Boston that are going through difficult times and just need something or someone
positive to put a smile on their faces. As the students listen to the stories of the children
and their families it is hard not to feel a sense of compassion and the need to help. There
is a wide range of patients that differ in conditions and diseases; it is likely that many of
student’s lives have been touched by one of them. As the students begin the journey to
helping the children and their families heal, they will feel a sense of belonging and
responsibility, but most importantly they will be helping these children restore the
strength, courage, and spirit that may have been broken.
This is a cross-curriculum unit where each content area and some unified arts
classes will be involved. Some of the activities that will be presented are teambuilding
skills, data collection, analysis, inquiry, writing, public speaking skills, reading, problem
solving and many more. This unit meets a number of the curriculum standards for
Massachusetts in all of the major content areas, as well as the unified arts.
The major objective of the unit is to promote awareness, acceptance, and
compassion within the classroom and throughout life. This unit will help students
prepare themselves for the real world and will allow them to see the best out of a not so
perfect situation. By giving students the chance to work together to reach a common
goal, will help build a safe and respectful environment within the classroom and within
the community. Not only that, but students will begin to learn the importance of
responsibility. Building relationships within the classroom and within the community is
so important and by helping out the children students will begin to realize the
significance of creating a caring and responsive community.
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Concept Map
(Is posted on Blackboard for you to view)
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Engaging Activity
Our engaging activity for this unit will start by trying to create a caring and
responsive community through role playing activities. We will have eighth grade
students and some seventh grade students’ work together to create a few short
skits/movies that will be shown to the whole seventh grade team. These skits/movies will
be real life situations that have happened to children their age before. An example of one
would be a seventh grade boy who gets diagnosed with cancer in the middle of the school
year and how his teachers and fellow classmates treat him. Another example would be of
a seventh grade girl who was caught in a house fire and was severely burned. The actors
in the skits would be students who they all know and are familiar with; because the actors
are students who they all know it will create a more real life experience for them. When
the students see these skits our hope is that they will feel a sense compassion for these
students and want to lend a helping hand. We believe by using characters that our
students already know; the other students will feel more connected to them.
After the movies have been shown students will reflect on what they have just
seen individually. The students will then get into small groups of four and discuss as a
group what they saw in the skits and how they responded to these tragic events. After the
small groups have had time to discuss their feelings, the class will come together as a
whole group and talk about each skit and how it affected them personally and
emotionally.
As the initial engaging activity comes to a close our team will then have an
assembly for all seventh grade students, teachers, parents, and the community. The
assembly will be made up of three different guest speakers from the Children’s Hospital
in Boston. The main idea of this engaging activity is to present the students with the facts
about the Children’s Hospital, how some of these people and their families have been
affected, and how important and meaningful it is when communities come together to
help fight their cause.
Students will be introduced to three different guest speakers. One guest speaker is
a cancer survivor, another is a burn patient, and the third is the parents of a congenital
heart disease patient. These people will tell their stories as a PowerPoint production is
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playing behind them. At the end of the assembly the guest speakers will talk about how
the students can get involved. Anything that our students can do, no matter the size, will
help save children’s lives. Our students will become some of the caring individuals and
families from all over the world that support Children’s Hospital. They will get a chance
to see and be personally touched by what they can do for those children.
After the assembly each student will receive a pamphlet on each guest speaker
and how they can help. They will then go back to their homerooms and work in groups,
along with the teachers, to discuss the stories they just heard and share some of their own
stories. Students will then work together to discuss some ways they could help the
children at the hospital.
During the day the school library will be documenting the whole event. She will
be taking picture of the guest speaker and the students and will also be videotaping and
interviewing many of the students and their thoughts. The librarian will then put the
documentary of the local school channel, in hopes of getting more of the community
involved. The local newspaper will also be present for this event and will be publishing a
column for the school.
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Habits of Mind
Asking Good Questions:
By asking the students to reflect on their own experiences with life-threatening
medical conditions and tragedies, and by having them share their experiences with a
group; we are giving them the opportunity to develop new questions that they wish to
examine during the unit that will help them to understand the solutions to the essential
questions posed in the unit. As the students explore new ideas together they will
determine the validity of the information being uncovered through these questions. The
questions posed by others give them a chance to approach the material from a different
angle, bring new insight to the content. For example, while the students study the
different functions of the organisms in an ecosystem and identify questions that will help
them better understand their interdependence; they will have the opportunity to explore
through inquiry an individual’s function in society and how it relates and depends on
society as a whole. In social studies, the students will reflect on the ancient concept that
an illness or tragedy occurs as the result of immoral behavior. They will be responsible
for creating and sharing questions that illustrate the social implication and societal impact
of such a myth.

Being Attentive and Keeping Focus:
As students work independently or in small groups on inquiries and activities, it
will be necessary for them to gauge their own progress based on the timeline established
by the team, as well as pay close attention to the accuracy of the information they are
uncovering. Some components of the unit are dependent on information uncovered by or
work done in other contents areas. For example, in ELA and Visual Arts it will be
necessary for students to stay focused and complete assignments for the books on time in
order to allow the technology class sufficient access to material to complete their portion
of the work prior to submitting the package to the publisher. Also, the financial
information that the mathematics classes will be providing needs to be accurate so the
team can sufficiently plan and run the fundraising activities. Therefore, students will
need to pay close attention to their calculation.
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Cooperate & Collaborate:
As with any interdisciplinary inquiry unit, cooperation and collaboration are key
habits that are imperative to allow students to gain a deeper understanding of the ideas
they are discovering. Students will work together and draw on each others thoughts to
advance the progress of the investigation. Groups will need to decide what role
individuals will portray in activities such as bake-sales, can drives, or hosing a dance. For
example, if the students host a school dance to raise the funds necessary to purchase the
supplies for the books, the students will mutually determine who will sell tickets at the
door, who will be in charge of music, or who will be in charge of refreshments at the
dance. Students will also need to be open to suggestions from others about their
contributions to projects, such as the books, and will need to work collectively to make
necessary changes to individual work so it will come together and flow with the work of
the other members of the group. Furthermore, students will need to draw on their
individual strengths in mathematic and share them with the group to help set forth an
accurate budget for the unit.

Forming Hunches:
Students will need to use analysis and insight to make predictions during many
activities in the unit. They will be creating visual aids to help distract patients form their
situation which will entail using intuition to select the components of the aids. Students
will also need to determine overall costs of projects and activities based on the
forecasting of student, family and community participation. In addition, students will
need to predict things like the average walking pace of people in a walk-a-thon to
establish a realistic route for participants to follow for the awareness walk. Finally, the
students will need to use their understanding of the effects of catastrophic changes in an
ecosystem and utilize their insight to predict how an illness or tragedy may affect the
family unit.

Taking Risks:
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The students are given many opportunities to take risks with this unit. Students
will share personal stories with their team that will make them vulnerable to the emotions
attached to the events being discussed. It might cause them to expose feelings and
opinions that they may not otherwise share. They will also be taking risks when creating
the books with their groups for the Children’s Hospital. Poems, art work and stories are
very subjective creations that may not align with the majority consensus of what is highquality. They may be required to defend their submission to the group again placing them
in a vulnerable state. Students will also be committing to participating in the walk-a-thon
and gathering pledges for the Make a Wish Foundation. They will then be obligated to
complete the walk to honor the pledges raised. They will be putting themselves out-there
for the cause.
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Study Skills
Creating a Caring and Responsive Community

Study-Skills are an inherent component of any well crafted assignment or activity and
will be taught and reinforced throughout the various lessons of the Celebrating Life
Interdisciplinary Unit.
Within the discipline of social studies, the following study-skills will be focused on: selfevaluation, various methods of research, listening, and analyzing.
Within the discipline of English Language Arts, note taking, organizing, and goal
setting will be emphasized.
Within the discipline of Math, keeping records, organization, and time management will
be the skill sets most incorporated into the unit.
Within the discipline of Reading and Literature, self-evaluation, planning, note taking,
and soliciting help from peers will be essential.
And within the discipline of Science, organization, keeping records, time management,
asking questions, and critical thinking skills will be areas of focus.
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Culminating Activity
Students will eagerly anticipate and await this culminating event, as it will mark a
“celebration of life” and will also reflect their tireless efforts. “Celebration Day” will
take place on a Friday in early to mid June. This event will be held at the High School
track and fields, which neighbor the Middle School.
The kick-off for this event will take place at 10:00 am with an opening ceremony.
A local youth will sing the Star Spangled Banner and the students will have the
opportunity to express their thanks and appreciation to volunteers, participants, attendees,
donor, school members, and individuals from the community. The day will begin with a
2 mile “Celebration Walk/Run” around the High School track. Anyone may participate
in this walk to celebrate life. Participants are encouraged to celebrate young adults who
have been touched by disease, illness, tragedy, accident, hardship, or even death.
Participants may show their support with tee shirts, hats, banners, signs, or whatever they
feel best represents the youth(s) they wish to honor.
At the culmination of the walk/run, participants will be directed to the center of
the track where the students’ books will be on display. These books may contain poetry,
comics, jokes, artwork, or short stories. The student authors will be stationed atop stools
throughout the infield. These wooden stools will be adorned with colorful balloons and
streamers to indicate their importance. These students will be reading their own stories to
various groups of attendees as they circulate the field to view the students’ efforts and
contributions to the children’s wing of Children’s Hospital.
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At 12:00 pm, the lunch festivities will begin. In the field adjoining the track,
participants may spread blankets and chairs as they prepare for lunch. The food will be
served buffet style and will consist of hamburgers, hotdogs, salad, fruit, chips, and bottles
of water and juice. Attendees may enjoy the day and meal at their blankets, chairs, or
anywhere on the field that they desire. As lunch unwinds, participants are encouraged to
relax and share their stories with one another. The middle school students will circulate
the crowd mingling and also taking care of clean-up and trash responsibilities. The
students will invite both young and old alike to join in games of Frisbee, kickball, and
softball. This eventful day will conclude at 3:00 pm.
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Content Area Lessons and Activities
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English/ Writing

Students will be asked to put their newfound knowledge into action. They will
work in teams of four, to create a book that will be donated to the waiting rooms at
Children’s Hospital in Boston. Students will receive full responsibility for this creation.
They must work as a team to decide upon a topic for their book. They may choose to
create a book of poetry, artwork, funny anecdotes, fictional tales, or whatever they
believe would best entertain visitors in a hospital waiting room. Once the students decide
on a common theme for their book, they will embark on a lengthy, yet worthwhile
creative journey.
These 7th graders must remain ever mindful of their books’ future reader. They
must realize that this book will be displayed in a children’s hospital. The subject matter
is completely of their choosing, but should not offend or upset readers. These books
should spark a smile, comfort a patient and their family, or take the reader’s mind away
from their present situation. The students will undoubtedly build a greater appreciation
and awareness of the physical and mental struggles that so many face on a daily basis.
Students will create a short book, complete with text, illustrations, title, dedication
page, and a table of contents. These books will be worked on during English Language
Arts class and will require time, effort, and continuous revisions. Although the creation
of this book may seem a daunting task, students must explore other avenues that build
awareness and exemplify good citizenship. A pen pal program will begin between
patients at Children’s Hospital and the students on our team. These students will practice
letter writing and also support ailing children through this form of communication. “Pen
pal” is a loose term for this program between students and patients as the students will
understand that the patient they correspond with may not always be up to writing letters
in return. Our students will extend encouragement, support, and friendship through their
letters. This process will instill feelings of compassion and acceptance as the students
learn more about the lives of ill children.
In addition, students must involve the community in their outreach project. They
must brainstorm ways to gain the support and the involvement of others. These ideas will
then need to be refined and put into action. Possible ideas include, but are not limited to
letters written to the local newspaper detailing the students’ book making project,
“Celebration Day”, and their desire to raise money for the “Make a Wish Foundation”.
Students may choose to deign signs/posters that advertise for “Celebration Day” or they
may choose to create pamphlets/brochures that explain “Celebration Day” and the
students’ mission to raise money for the “Make a Wish Foundation”. Lastly, students
may research and then develop scripts for a power point presentation.

Framework Standards:
Discussion 1.4 – Know and apply rules for formal discussions (classroom,
parliamentary, debate, town meeting rules).
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Writing 19.19 – Write stories or scripts with well-developed characters, setting,
dialogue, clear conflict and resolution, and sufficient descriptive detail.
Writing 19.20 – Write poems using poetic techniques (alliteration, onomatopoeia,
rhyme scheme), figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification), and graphic
elements (capital letters, line length, word position).
Consideration of Audience and Purpose 20.4 – Select and use appropriate
rhetorical techniques for a variety of purposes, such as to convince or entertain the
reader.
Revising 21.6 – Revise writing to improve organization and diction after checking
the logic underlying the order of ideas, the precision of vocabulary used, and the
economy of writing.
Revising 21.7 – Improve word choice by using a variety of references.
Standard English Conventions 22.8 – Use knowledge of types of sentences, correct
mechanics, correct usage, sentence structure, and correct standard English spelling
when writing and editing.
Organizing Ideas in Writing 23.9 – Integrate the use of organizing techniques that
break up strict chronological order in a story.

Before the unit begins students do these activities and concepts
Survey/Interview (2-3 sessions) Students will interview and survey patients waiting
in local Doctor’s offices about the waiting room’s reading material. They will
tabulate these results for future reference.
Research (3-5 Sessions) Students will research the Make a Wish Foundation,
Children’s Hospital, and fundraising ideas.

The Activities for the ITU Begin Here
Month 1 (Each of the times listed throughout this English section are approximations
and can be extended to as much as twice the time indicated.)
Student Writing (6+ sessions) Students will brainstorm and study survey results.
They must make a group decision as to what type of book their group will construct.
Planning, a rough layout, and job responsibilities will be determined. Students will
continuously work on writing, revising, and editing. They will work hand in hand on
this project with their technology teacher. The students must input each page of their
book into a computer program. Their books will include text, illustrations, a table of
contents, title page, page numbers, and a dedication page. The students are in
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technology where they will be displayed as a whole via the computer. This display
will eventually be sent to the printing company.
Month 2 and 3
Letter Writing (3 sessions) Students will begin a correspondence with Children’s
Hospital patients in Boston, MA. The students will review the letter writing process
and reflect on their surveys from various doctor’s offices. They will brainstorm
appropriate topics and subject matter for their letters. Each student will write a letter
to a different hospital patient. They will patiently await responses from each.
Returned letters will be displayed and students must continue this correspondence.
Students that do not receive letters in return will be required to send a second letter of
encouragement.
Month 4 and 5
Team Webpage (3-6 sessions) The students must now seek out support and
donations from community members. They will work closely with their technology
teacher to establish a Team website. However, the information displayed on this site
will be written and devised in English Language Arts.
 Students will describe their book project
 Students will describe the Make A Wish Foundation and their decision to
donate to this organization. They will set-up an area for community members
to donate to this cause.
 The students will advertise for “Celebration Day”. They will directly try to
elicit the involvement and participation of community members.
Month 5 and 6
PowerPoint/Brochure (5 sessions) The students will devise an informational presentation
and brochure to accompany their mission to inspire awareness.

Activities and concepts after the ITU
Thank you Notes (2 sessions) Students will write Thank you notes to community
members that took part in Celebration Day, those who donated time or money, and others
for their continuous support and encouragement.
Caring Committee (6 sessions) Students will tabulate a list of families in the community
with ailing children. They will research each family’s struggles, needs, and limitations.
They will organize a comprehensive catalogue of information on each family. This
catalogue will be used to best help each family. The students will plan committee
meetings and determine the agenda. The students must keep detailed notes and records
for future members to follow and improve with time.
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Reading/ Literature
Through discussion and reading these lessons will promote student awareness,
acceptance, and compassion throughout life as well as within the classroom. The novels
that we will be reading will help students better prepare themselves for the real world and
will also teach students how to make the best out of imperfect circumstances. By
allowing students to discuss the issues within the novels and work together to find
solutions, they become higher-level learners. This also creates a classroom that is
conducive to learning and is a place where students feel belonging and responsibility.
Novels/Materials
 Firegirl by Tony Abbott
 Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick
 Graphic Organizers
 Group Activities
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks
Standard 1: Discussion
Students will use agreed-upon rules for informal and formal discussions in small and
large groups.
Standard 2: Questioning, Listening, and Contributing
Students will pose questions, listen to the ideas of others, and contribute their own
information or ideas in group discussions or interviews in order to acquire new
knowledge.
Standard 4: Vocabulary and Concept Development
Students will understand and acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and
writing.
Standard 8: Understanding a Text
Students will identify the basic facts and main ideas in a text and use them as the basis for
interpretation.
Standard 9: Making Connections
Students will deepen their understanding of a literary or non-literary work by relating it to
its contemporary context or historical background.
Standard 11: Theme
Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in a literary work and
provide evidence form the text to support their understanding.
Activity/Procedures
This Unit will run concurrently with regular scheduled curriculum and will last for a
period of six months. Therefore lessons will not occur on consecutive days but will
follow the sequential order listed below. We are also anticipating some activities to
require more than one day to complete and are prepared to adjust daily lesson plans to
accommodate this need.
Month 1 through 3:
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After the students have participated in the engaging activity they will then be
introduced to the book Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick.
The book is about a boy named Steven who leads a pretty normal life; playing the
drums, crushing on the hottest girl in school, and constantly getting annoyed by
his younger brother Jeffrey. But when Jeffrey gets sick, Steven’s whole world
gets turned upside down.
 This book goes perfectly with the unit because students will see how even in the
midst of tragedy, life goes on, love can flourish, and the one thing you can always
change is yourself.
 One of the first activities to do with the students is to discuss stress management
with the class. Many children and parents (after a tragedy) will go through a time
of stress whether it is at school, work or home. It is important for students to talk
about it and know how to deal with stress the right way. The guidance
counselor/specialist will come in to the class for this particular lesson and discuss
stress management and who they can talk to about it.
 The next activity/lesson for this novel is to have someone from The American
Cancer Society come and speak to the class. At this point in the book we find out
Jeffrey has leukemia. Having someone from The American Cancer Society come
and talk to the students would be great because they would get a chance to ask
questions and find out about that specific illness. Leukemia is a common type of
cancer that many students may be very familiar with. The more students become
knowledgeable and aware of these types of things the more caring and responsive
they will become has members of their communities and society.
 The next activity/lesson for this novel would be for the students to start
counseling groups in school for students who have experienced cancer of have a
family member experiencing cancer. In the novel the main character ends up
having to see a counselor to talk about his brother’s cancer. If students had a
group of peers they could talk to instead of an adult it would create more positive
relationships and students would get a better understanding of each other where
they come from.
 Another activity/lesson the students would do is host a Cancer Awareness
campaign in the school and community. They would have to work with the art
teacher to create posters to place around the school and the community.
 The next activity/lesson would be to play the music that is was mentioned in the
story for the class (The Dave Matthews Band – Thelonious Monk – Beethoven –
Dizzy Gillespie etc.). This is a great activity to do with the students because
many of them may not know who these musicians are or have ever heard their
music before either.
 The last few activities/lessons would be done with the science teacher as well.
We would co-teach and have the students research ALL (acute lymphoblastic
leukemia), cures for leukemia, and chemotherapy and radiation. Students would
work in groups and present a PowerPoint on their findings to the class.
 Throughout the book students would have to answer Predict/Confirm Chapter
Questions and Multiple Choice Comprehension. This would be good for the
students to do so the teacher gets a sense of the students’ comprehension.
Month 4 through 6:
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After the students read Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie they will read Firegirl
by Tony Abbott. From the start of the book life will never quite be the same
again for a boy named Tom and his seventh-grade classmates. Despite Jessica’s
shocking appearance and the fear she induces in most of the class, Tom slowly
develops a relationship with Jessica that changes his life forever.
This book goes great with the unit we are doing because it is such a powerful
story that will show the students how even the smallest of gestures can have a hug
and profound impact on someone’s life.
The first activity/lesson that would be done with the students is something called
Ripple Card or Discussion Cards. The classroom would be set up into five groups
of four. Each group would receive two Ripple Cards/Discussion Cards. The
students would then have to read their cards and reflect on these questions
individually first and then discuss them as a group. After the small group
discussions have taken place, we would come together as a whole group and talk
about some of the questions the other groups had. Some example cards would
look like this:
o Have you know someone who has been in a horrible accident? How did it
make you feel?
o Have you ever been burned? Tell us about it and how you felt?
o Someone who has a scared face from a burn has moved into your
classroom. This person frightens you. What should you do?
o What would be difficult about having a handicapped friend?
o Tell about a time you found it difficult to say what you wanted to say?
o What would you hope other would do if you moved into a new class
where you looked very different from all of the other students?
The next activity/lesson is Readers Theater. Students pick a “voice”, which there
is eight to choose from, or they can choose to be the “teacher”. They students will
then act out this scene from the book. This is the scene when Jessica comes into
the classroom for the first time and all of the students are shocked because her
body is completely burned. After Readers Theater is over students then get into
groups to reflect and discuss this particular scene in the book and how they would
feel if that had happened to them.
Throughout the book students would have to answer Predict/Confirm Chapter
Questions and Multiple Choice Comprehension. This would be good for the
students to do so the teacher gets a sense of the students’ comprehension.
Another activity/lesson would be Making Connections. This is great to do with
the students because they get a chance to make connections to their own lives.
Students learn better when they can access their prior knowledge and become
familiar with things. Every chapter students will receive a Connection Card with
things that happened during that particular chapter. Students will then have to
write about a similar experience they may have had or write about an experience
someone else they know may have had.
The next activity/lesson would be done with the science teacher. This lesson is
called Jessica’s Ripples. Students will learn about finger prints and how no two
prints are alike. They will also learn how Jessica’s finger prints are very different
now because of her burn.
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Throughout the book students would also have to answer two to three Writing
Prompts about the book. These prompts would take the students some time. They
have to go through the whole writing process and then share their work with the
class in small groups. Prompts are great to do because it allows students the
chance to revise their own papers and also peer edit other students work. Another
great advantage to sharing their work out loud to the class is that it is great
practice for public speaking. Many teachers forget to add public speaking into
their curriculum, but it is a very important skill to master.

Evaluation/Assessment
 Informal assessments will be based on student participation in discussion groups
and open dialog.
 Informal assessments will be based on student ability to interpret theme in a
fictional text, and make connections to real life.
 Formal assessment by use of test, quizzes, writing prompts, and activity
completion.
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Science
The science part of the unit intersects with the ITU by demonstrating how all of nature’s
balance is based on INTERDEPENDENCE. Throughout their science investigations the
teacher will present facilitating questions that will encourage students to look at the
analogous relationships between the human social systems that they are studying in
Social Studies and Language Arts and those in natural Ecosystems.
INTERDEPENDENCE AND ECOSYSTEMS Look around...you’re in an ecosystem.
How do you know? Because there are organisms everywhere. An ecosystem is an
organizational unit of life on Earth, defined by a physical environment and the organisms
that live there. Organisms depend on their ecosystem for survival. Disruption to one
element of the ecosystem produces waves and ripples that touch every member of the
system. The ripple’s impact on an individual organism depends on the relationship
between the organism and the change as well as the traits expressed by the
individual. Changes may produce pressures in the ecosystem. When changes in
ecosystems are incremental, genetic flexibility may allow a population to change over
time to adjust to the new conditions. When change is precipitous, a population may
be exterminated. One powerful change agent in just about every ecosystem on Earth is
humans. Human mobility, technology, and institutions place pressures on many
ecosystems. The first step toward placing less disruptive pressure on natural systems is
understanding how they work and what they need to remain healthy. This course provides
students with the first steps along the path of ecological understanding, with the hope that
their future steps will be considered and measured, serving the interests of all life.

Massachusetts Frameworks
Life Science
7. Recognize that every organism requires a set of instructions that specifies its traits.
These instructions are stored in the organism’s chromosomes. Heredity is the passage of
these instructions from one generation to another.
8. Recognize that hereditary information is contained in genes located in
the chromosomes of each cell. A human cell contains about 30,000 different genes on
23 different chromosomes.
9. Compare sexual reproduction (offspring inherit half of their genes from each parent)
with asexual reproduction (offspring is an identical copy of the parent’s cell).
10. Give examples of ways in which genetic variation and environmental factors
are causes of evolution and the diversity of organisms.
11.Recognize that evidence drawn from geology, fossils, and comparative
anatomy provide the basis for the theory of evolution.
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12. Relate the extinction of species to a mismatch of adaptation and the environment.
13. Give examples of ways in which organisms interact and have different functions
within an ecosystem that enable the ecosystem to survive.
14. Explain the roles and relationships among producers, consumers, and decomposers in
the process of energy transfer in a food web.
15. Explain how dead plants and animals are broken down by other living organisms
and how this process contributes to the system as a whole.
16. Recognize that producers (plants that contain chlorophyll) use the energy from
sunlight to make sugars from carbon dioxide and water through a process
called photosynthesis. This food can be used immediately, stored for later use, or used by
other organisms.
17. Identify ways in which ecosystems have changed throughout geologic time
in response to physical conditions, interactions among organisms, and the actions
of humans. Describe how changes may be catastrophes such as volcanic eruptions or ice
storms.
18. Recognize that biological evolution accounts for the diversity of species
developed through gradual processes over many generations.

Before the unit begins students do these activities and concepts
Milkweed Bugs (3+ sessions) In an 8-week investigation, students raise milkweed bugs
in a supportive habitat to study the insect’s reproductive biology. The information from
this study is used to study milkweed-bug population dynamics in Investigation 6.
Sorting Out Life (2–3 sessions) Students use ecosystem sorting cards to reflect on
organizing concepts in ecology and develop the vocabulary associated with those
concepts. Through a Jane Goodall video, students become familiar with a
specific population study of chimpanzees.

The Activities for the ITU Begin Here
Day 1 through 4 (Each of the times listed throughout this science section are
approximations and can be extended to as much as twice the time indicated.)
Miniecosystems (3+ sessions) Students construct aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems in
the classroom and observe them over time to understand ecosystem interactions. They
use a group scientific log to observe, describe, and monitor changes in biotic and abiotic
factors. Students in groups of four will design and build both a terrarium and aquarium.
They will use soil, pebbles, gravel and sand along with some rocks, twigs and dead leaves

24 of 40

Kestral Group ITU
Annichiarico, Badger, Buckley, Colvin
for the terrarium. For the aquarium they will use. pebbles and sand and rocks and dechlorinated water. Then for the aquariums they will use aquatic snails, scuds, elodea and
duckweed, guppies and tubifex worms. For the terrariums they will use rye, wheat and
alfalfa seeds, isopods, earthworms and landsnails. Students will keep a population log.
• An aquatic ecosystem functions in water.
• A terrestrial system functions on
land.
• An ecosystem is a web of interactions and relationships among the organisms and
abiotic factors in an area.
• Use reference information about organisms to construct a classroom ecosystem.
• Observe, describe, and record changes to an ecosystem, using a
scientific log.
• Describe the relationships among biotic and abiotic factors.
Day 5 through 8
Mono Lake (3 sessions) Students use Mono Lake, an important alkaline lake, as a
simple ecosystem case study. They study the functional roles of populations to construct
a food web. This is modeling of populations using data and videos to follow variation in
population growth.
• The sequence of organisms that eat one another is a food chain.
• All the feeding relationships in an ecosystem define the food web for that system.
• The Mono Lake ecosystem is defined by interactions among organisms and physical
factors.
• Research the functional roles of organisms in an ecosystem.
• Use data to construct feeding relationships (food web).
Day 9 through 16
Finding the Energy (7 sessions) Students measure energy in food by burning it. They
learn that food is produced by photosynthetic organisms and explore how food energy
moves from one trophic level to another through feeding relationships. Students design a
home-made calorimeter and then use it to measure the Calorie content of food. They also
grow beans and study the gases released and the energy content of the food.
• Food is energy-rich organic matter that organisms need for life.
• Energy is measured in kilocalories.
• In photosynthesis, food is made from water and carbon dioxide with light.
• Feeding relationships define trophic levels: producers, consumers, and decomposers.
• Investigate and measure the amount of energy from a food source.
• Determine the mass of production needed to support primary, secondary, and third-level
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consumers.
• Relate food webs to trophic levels.
• Infer how energy moves through an ecosystem.
Day 17 through 23
Population Size (5–6 sessions) Students explore some of the variables in an ecosystem
that limit population size. Based on their milkweed-bug study, they predict what the
population would be in 12 months. Students use simulations to explore
population interactions and outcomes. Students place their Milkweed bugs in their
terrariums and carefully follow their population data Likewise, Brine shrimp and algae
are added to their aquaria and population dynamics are documented.
• Reproductive potential is the theoretical unlimited growth of a population over time.
• A limiting factor is any biotic or abiotic component of the ecosystem that controls the
population size.
• Calculate theoretical growth of a milkweed-bug population with no limits.
• Analyze results of experiments on abiotic factors and bug egg hatching.
• Relate abiotic and biotic factors to the growth or decline of populations.

Activities and concepts after the ITU
Ecoscenarios (5 sessions) Working in groups, students use knowledge developed in
previous investigations to analyze a specific ecosystem and prepare reports.
Adaptations (7 sessions) Students are introduced to adaptation first through a video and
then by working with a multimedia simulation of a population of walking sticks
that exhibit color variation. Students study the impact of predation on the insects in
different environments.
Genetic Variation (6 sessions)
Students investigate the underlying mechanisms of change in population by breeding
imaginary animals called larkeys. They learn how organisms inherit traits from their
parents and how dominant and recessive alleles interact to produce traits in a population.
Natural Selection (5 sessions) Students study natural selection with larkeys and take a
video journey to the Galápagos Islands to revisit the location where Charles Darwin
gathered data for his theory of natural selection.
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Mathematics
Within this unit students are able to explore concepts through inquiry, discussion and
small group activities. The overriding mathematics objectives are for students to use their
new knowledge of ratios, scale drawings, linear equations, graphical representations, data
collection, and measurement to analyze problems in order to advance the students
understanding of the main goal of the unit. Throughout this unit the students will be
responsible for being attentive and keeping focus wile strengthen the abilities to ask good
questions, collaborate and cooperate, search for patterns, form hunches, take risks.
To begin students will need to investigate the costs associated with the planned
activities for the unit.
 The mathematics teacher and the technology teacher will schedule a block of time
in which students will conduct internet based research to estimate the costs of the
material and printing of the books to be donated to the Children’s Hospital.
 Students will also be asked to look into the costs of the celebration day activities
and supplies. They will be asked to find store advertisements to determine where
supplies should be purchased. They will need to develop graphical
representations that compare the information.
Once an estimate of costs has been determined, the students will need to meet as a
team to discuss fundraising activities that will provide the resources needed. They will
create a survey to solicit information from other teams about the average income received
from various fundraising events. The mathematics classes will track receivables and
payables and post the information so all students can view.
In addition, the students will track the funds collected for the “Make a Wish
Foundation”. This will be done at a group level and through an on-line agency. The team
will determine a goal as a whole and the mathematics classes will visually represent the
percentile increases once a week.
Students will also be responsible for mapping a route for walkers to follow during the
walk for awareness.
 The students will need to determine an average pace for walkers in an event like
this. Once determined, the students will need to calculate the distance of the route
based on time and miles per hour.
 The mathematics teacher and the technology teacher will schedule a block of time
in which students will research the measurements of the streets in the
neighborhood of the school to map a route.
 Students will need to map an alternate route in the gymnasium incase of rain on
the day of the event.
Finally, the mathematics classes will map the event layout.
 Through the use of area and perimeter, they will design where food stations,
tables, book sharing areas and cooking station will be located.
 Students will need to prepare an outdoor and indoor layout to accommodate for a
rainy day.
Materials
 Notebooks, lined paper, and graph paper
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Textbooks
Calculators
Rulers, protractors and compasses
Overhead projector, smart board
Poster board, markers, scissors
Pencils and erasers
Stop watch/ watch with minute and second hand
Tape measurers

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks
7.N.2 Use ratios and proportions in the solution of problems involving unit rates, scale
drawings, and reading of maps.
7.N.8 Determine when an estimate rather than an exact answer is appropriate and apply
in problem situations.
7.P.4 Solve linear equations using tables, graphs, models, and algebraic methods.
7.P.5 Identify, describe, and analyze linear relationships between two variables.
Compare positive rate of change, e.g., y = 3x + 1, to negative rate of change, e.g.,
y = –3x + 1.
7.P.6 Use linear equations to model and analyze problems involving proportional
relationships. Use technology as appropriate.
7.G.5 Use a ruler, protractor, and compass to draw polygons and circles.
7.M.1 Select, convert (within the same system of measurement), and use appropriate
units of measurement or scale.
7.M.3 Demonstrate an understanding of the concepts and apply formulas and procedures
for determining measures, including those of area and perimeter/circumference of
parallelograms, trapezoids, and circles. Given the formulas, determine the surface
area and volume of rectangular prisms and cylinders. Use technology as
appropriate.
7.D.1 Select, create, interpret, and utilize the following tabular and graphical
representations of data: circle graphs, Venn diagrams, stem-and-leaf plots, tables,
and charts.
7.D.2 Find, describe, and interpret appropriate measures of central tendency (mean,
median, and mode) and spread (range) that represent a set of data. Use these
notions to compare different sets of data.
Activities / Procedures
This Unit will run concurrently with regular scheduled curriculum and will last for a
period of six months. Therefore lessons will not occur on consecutive days but will
follow the sequential order listed below. We are also anticipating some activities to
require more than one day to complete and are prepared to adjust daily lesson plans to
accommodate this need.
Day 1 through 5:
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After the students have participated in the initiating activity, they will discuss the
responsibilities of the math classes to attain the unit goal. The teacher will list the
ideas and concepts identified by the students on a large poster board and find an
area in the classroom to post it for the duration of the unit. The teacher will pose a
question to the students and ask them to work in small groups to develop a
response to the question.
“What is an estimate and when is it appropriate to use an estimate rather that an
exact answer?”
Students will gather as a class to discuss their responses. The teacher will ask
individual students to write pertinent information of the board as it is revealed,
while others document it in their notebooks.
 Next students will begin to organize information about the materials needed to
create books. They will use mean, median, mode and range to organize material.
(A brief review of the definitions for the measures of central tendency may be
necessary prior to beginning this activity.)
 The mathematics teacher and the technology teacher will join to give the students
the opportunity to research publishing companies and costs associated with
publishing books. The students will work in pairs in the computer lab to conduct
this research. Information will be discussed as a class and an estimate of costs will
be determined.
 Students will be asked to bring in local store flyers to review prices on the food
and paper good products that will be needed for the culminating event. Students
will select a category and work in small groups to estimate a price. An overall
estimate for these items will be determined.
 Students will work in small groups to create graphical representations on poster
board showing the estimated costs based on the whole for the books, food and
other supplies. These representations will be used during the next team meeting to
verify estimated costs. The students will select which member of the group will
present the information to the team.
Day 6 through 10:
 Mathematics students will conduct research in small groups to determine the
average amount of money earned at fundraising activities such as a school dance,
a can drive, a bake sale or a car wash. They will prepare a brief survey for other
teams to answer asking what past events have collected and base their estimates
on this information.
 Students will create tables and graphs to visually represent the potential funds
available for the book construction and celebration day event. These
representations will be used during the next team meeting to show potential funds
available. The students will select which member of the group will present the
information to the team.
 Students will review the donations collected through the on-line polling tool and
create a visual representation of the information. They will include a percentage
amount based on the whole of the team determined goal.
 Students will research an average miles per hour walking pace by taking a walk.
They will conduct multiple experiments in pairs lasting one to two minutes each
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to find an average pace for the walk. They will walk and then measure the
distance they have gone. Students will record their findings in their notebooks.
 Students will tally their information in pairs and then discuss it as a group to
determine an overall average miles per hour for walkers. They will then use this
information to determine the length of the walk based on the time allotted for this
activity.
Day 11 through 15:
 The mathematics teacher and the technology teacher will join for a block of time
to give the students the opportunity to research the length of the streets in the
neighborhood of the school. The students will use this information to map a route
for the walk.
 The students will determine a walking route based on the length of the walk
determined. They will keep in mind that they want to keep the walkers on safe
streets that do not have heavy traffic. A local park would be an ideal location.
They will construct this map as a group.
 The students will need to map an alternate route incase of rain on the day of the
event. This could be in the gymnasium of the school. Students would need to
measure the perimeter of the gymnasium and determine how many times it would
be necessary to circle to complete the designated length of the route.
 The students will need to layout the venue for the event. They will be given the
dimensions of the location and the number of tables needed. The tables will be of
varying shapes. (circle, square, rectangle) The students will be asked to place the
tables and food stations in the area using rulers, protractors, and compasses. The
students will work as a class to complete this task.
 The students will need to layout an alternate venue for the event incase of rain.
They will be given the dimensions of the location and the number of tables
needed. The tables will be of varying shapes. (circle, square, rectangle) The
students will be asked to place the tables and food stations in the area using rulers,
protractors, and compasses. The students will work as a class to complete this
task.
Evaluation/ Assessment



Informal assessments will be based on student participation during whole class
activities and small group work.
A formal assessment for this unit will be a performance assessment and will take
place throughout the unit. The students will receive a copy of the formal
assessment rubric by the second day of activities so they can track their own
progress.
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Social Studies
Social Studies – Creating a Caring and Responsive Community
In this “Celebrating Life” unit of interdisciplinary inquiry, students will look at
illness and philanthropy from a historical perspective.
This unit comes at a time when 7th graders are exploring ancient civilizations.
Through their study of ancient Greece, they will begin to compare the Hippocratic
Philosophy with that of modern medicine. They will eventually debate the inherent value
of various medical theories of the time and draw connections with more modern holistic
practices. They will also use their knowledge about Ancient Greece to understand how
and why some diseases spread and investigate steps that may have limited this. In
addition, students will explore the beliefs that suggest one’s illness is a divine punishment
for immoral behavior and investigate and reflect upon the social implications that
inevitably emerge from such a concept, and their impact on society.
Students will also explore the concept of philanthropy which is a term coined by
the Ancient Greeks, meaning “love of humanity.” They will build upon this knowledge as
they prepare the service learning component of the unit. They will explore the idea that
when communities see themselves as being resource rich rather than asset poor, the
community is in a better position to solve problems.
Through this social studies inquiry, students will emerge with a greater
understanding of the positive and negative effect that their individual actions can
potentially have on the lives of others. They will, in effect, be weaving their own
tapestry, illustrating a broader vision of the interdependent web of existence as they learn
to celebrate all life.
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks
7.34 Describe the purposes and functions of the lyceum, the gymnasium, and the Library
of Alexandria, and identify the major accomplishments of the ancient Greeks. (H)
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Thales (science)
Pythagoras and Euclid (mathematics)
Hippocrates (medicine)
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle (philosophy)
Herodotus, Thucydides, Homer, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Aristophanes, and
Euripides (history, poetry, and drama)
f. the Parthenon, the Acropolis, and the Temple of Apollo (architecture)
The development of the first complete alphabet with symbols for
Activity/Procedures
This Unit will run concurrently with regular scheduled curriculum and will last for a
period of six months. Therefore lessons will not occur on consecutive days but will
follow the sequential order listed below. We are also anticipating some activities to
require more than one day to complete and are prepared to adjust daily lesson plans to
accommodate this need.
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Month 1
Following the engaging activity, students will begin a social studies inquiry into
the social ramifications associated with illness and the various degrees of physical
ability. They will begin with small group discussions based on their reading of
Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie from their Reading and Literature classes. They
will engage in an inquiry into the impact that illness has on society’s perceptions
and expectations for individuals and how disease and illness can inhibit the
opportunities available to them, socially, athletically, and professionally.
After bringing the small group discussion to the larger group, students will be
given an assignment to interview someone who suffers from some sort of
debilitating disease or disability and write a short reflective essay about
difficulties shared by their interviewees, focusing on the aspects of social
alienation that they had not previously considered.
Month 2
In a day long activity, students will be given the opportunity to view a minute
glimpse into the life of a person that s coping with a debilitating illness. They will
spend the day either blindfolded, or with some other simulated disability. The
students will be required to work through whatever challenges that they
encounter, including requesting help when needed.
Following their day with a simulated illness, the students will discuss the different
types of challenges that they had encountered. The instructor will facilitate this
discussion by provided a few carefully crafted questions in an effort to guide the
students into a discussion about exclusion and inclusion and how the issues that
they faced doing this exercise at school may have translated into the larger
society.
Month 3
In another activity, student will be well into their study of ancient Greece and will
begin to explore the life and work of Hippocrates (the father of medicine).
Through research, they will begin to uncover the Hippocratic Philosophy of
medicine and compare it with modern medical theories. After substantial
independent research, they will come together in small groups to share their
findings and collectively choose a side on the debate of modern vs. tradition
medicine. One group of students will be assigned to write questions and moderate
the debate and the two other groups will debate the issue. Two additional students
will be responsible for taping the debate to be broadcasted on the local cable
channel.
Other activities will include research into the economic affects that illness has on
families and in the community, including a persuasive essay, either for or against
universal healthcare.
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Month 4, 5 and 6
The issue of universal healthcare lends itself well to a critical exploration of the
topic of philanthropy. The students will reflect in their small groups the affects of
philanthropy and how their small community can contribute to the funding of
medical research and healthcare for those in need. After they have thoroughly
explored this topic they will share their ideas with the whole group.
Sometime later, the topic of philanthropy will be revisited in their small groups.
However, they will now be asked to discuss how philanthropy may negatively
affect society. The students will be prompted to look into the issue of learned
helplessness and discuss strategies that may limit this, without diminishing
community involvement. They will then write and produce a play relative to the
positive and negative social ramifications of philanthropy and public assistance.
Month 5
The students will participate in a values voting activity pertaining to the topics
previously discussed (and some that have not yet been discussed in depth). Three
of the classroom walls will be labeled with one of the following statements: Agree
- Disagree - Unsure. The instructor will make several controversial statements
relative to the Celebrating Life Unit and the students will be instructed to locate
themselves on the wall that appropriately represents their opinion of the
statement. The questions will vary depending on the level of maturity and
abstract reasoning skills among the students, but examples may include: Public
buildings should be required to undergo expensive renovations in order to
become 100% handicap accessible? And Assisted suicide should be an option for
terminally ill patients.
Month 6
In a lesson on the history and modern significance of the Hippocratic Oath,
students will examine the language used in both versions, and within their small
groups, translate them both into words that can be easily understood by most
middle school students. They will also discuss which aspects of the oath that they
agree with and/or disagree with in their small groups. They will then work
independently to craft an oath that reflects their personal beliefs about the
responsibilities of medical professionals.
Evaluation/Assessment
 Informal assessments will be based on student participation in discussion groups
and open dialog.
 Informal assessments will be based on students’ ability to look critically and
without personal bias at many of the topics discussed, and on their attempt to
empathize with various individuals.
 Formal assessments will be based on participation in the debate, writing and
production of a play, writing a persuasive essay, writing a reflective essay and
crafting a modified Hippocratic Oath.
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Technology Education
The curriculum for this related arts class will directly support English Language
Arts. Each page of the children’s books must be displayed and formatted on a computer
screen. The students must have the appropriate knowledge of computer operations. They
will be continuously inputting their writing and illustrations into a computer program.
Upon completion of the children’s books, this program will be sent to the printing
company for production.
In addition to the children’s books, technology will be used to inform the
community about “Celebration Day” and the student’s mission to raise money for the
Make A Wish Foundation. The students will design signs and brochures to be distributed
around town. These signs and brochures will be designed using computer graphics and
systems. In addition, students will also design a power point presentation that describes
the team’s mission, goals, and culminating activity.
This power point presentation will be presented to teachers and students within
the school and also members of the community. The students will utilize their power
point, brochures, and signs to create community involvement and interest. As a result,
local companies may be interested in supporting this worthwhile cause financially or with
donations towards “Celebration Day” or Children’s Hospital.
Students will also create a Team website or Blog spot. Students will use these
Internet spaces to promote their mission, gain support, and educate the community. They
will keep track of their progress in raising money or on working on their books. Students
will write weekly updates or articles to be posted. They will even post excerpts from the
books they are currently working on. Modern technology offers an array of tools for
students to work with through this entire process. This proposal will likely be modified
to best fit the needs of our Interdisciplinary Unit.
Technology Standards:
1.1 – Use features of a computer operating system
1.2 - Identify successful troubleshooting strategies for minor hardware and software
issues/problems
1.3 – Independently operate peripheral equipment if available
1.6 – Demonstrate use of intermediate features in word processing applications
1.15 – Produce simple charts and graphs from a spreadsheet
1.16 – Distinguish among different types of charts and graphs, and choose the most
appropriate type to represent given data
1.24 – Create a multimedia presentation using various media as appropriate
1.25 – Use a variety of technology tools to maximize the accuracy of work
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3.7 – Plan, design, and develop a multimedia product to present research findings and
creative ideas effectively, citing sources
3.9 – Use a variety of telecommunication tools to collaborate and communicate with
peers, experts, and other audiences

Before the unit begins student do these activities and concepts
Computer Training (3-6 sessions) The students must be properly trained to use the
computers and programs in the technology lab. They will need to be trained in accessing
programs, files, and materials. They must be able to conduct Internet research and will
need to learn appropriate keyboarding skills.
The Activities for the ITU Begin Here
Day 1 through 4 (Each of the times listed throughout this technology section are
approximations and can be extended to as much as twice the time indicated.)
Book Making Program (6+ sessions) The students must learn to utilize this important
program. They must be able to input each page of their book. Students will input text,
illustrations, and also page numbers. They must also be able to revise and edit
extensively.
Day 5 through 8
Webpage Design (3 sessions) Students must learn to develop a webpage. They must
learn the how-to, design, and upkeep of maintaining a website. Students must practice,
explore features, and experiment with various fonts, graphics, placement, and set-up.
Day 9 through 16
Launch the Team Webpage (6+ sessions) After detailed practice, the students are now
ready to launch their own website. The information to be included was designed the
previous weeks in English Language Arts class. The website will include:
 Information about Celebration Day
 An explanation of the Make a Wish Foundation
 Team news, info, and calendar
 A secure site where interested individuals may donate money to the Make a Wish
Foundation
 Student write-ups explaining the Children’s Books and Pen Pal program
Day 17 through 23
PowerPoint/Brochure (3-5 sessions) Students will prepare both a presentation and also
a display of their class vision. They will utilize information from the Team website to
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prepare each of these. The PowerPoint will be presented to the school and the brochures
will be distributed around the community. Students must utilize these various media
sources to reach all members of the community.

Activities and concepts after the ITU
Caring Committee Catalogue (8 sessions) Following Celebration Day, Students will
research the members of their own community that are currently suffering due to a
childhood illness, disease, tragedy, or circumstance. English Language Arts will serve as
the platform for this research, whereas technology will allow students to carefully
catalogue this information in an organized manner. This catalogue will then serve as a
means for the committee to track families in need in their community.
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Visual Arts
During art classes the students will be using their habits of mind while being involved in
this unit. They will need to really study and reflect upon the essential questions our team
has developed for them. The students will be creating their own interpretations of how
people, families, and communities show kindness and compassion through paintings,
photographs, collages, and drawings. They will also be involved in the creation of the
culminating activity at the end of the unit. The art and English teacher will be working
together in the production of children’s book that will be sent over to the Children’s
Hospital. All of the student’s designs and creations will be displayed throughout the
school and at the end of the unit during our culminating activity. The students will also
work hand in hand with the technology teacher in the creation of flyers, brochures, and
invitations to the culminating activity.
Materials
 Crayons
 Chalk
 Paint
 Clay
 Various papers
 Textiles
 Yarns
(etcetera)
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks
1.1 Use a variety of materials and media, for example, crayons, chalk, paint, clay,
various kinds of papers, textiles, and yarns, and understand how to use them to produce
different visual effects
1.2 Create artwork in a variety of two-dimensional (2D) and three-dimensional (3D)
media, for example: 2D – drawing, painting, collage, printmaking, weaving; 3D – plastic
(malleable) materials such as clay and paper, wood, or found objects for assemblage and
construction
1.6 Create artwork that demonstrates an awareness of the range and purpose of tools
such as pens, brushes, markers, cameras, tools and equipment for printmaking and
sculpture, and computers
3.5 Create symbolic artwork by substituting symbols for objects, relationships, or ideas
3.9 Create 2D and 3D artwork that explores the abstraction of ideas and representations
For example, students make images that represent abstract concepts such as respect for
human rights, empathy, solitude, community, justice, or injustice.
4.2 Select works for exhibition and work as a group to create a display
4.6 Demonstrate the ability to articulate criteria for artistic work, describe personal
style, assess and reflect on work orally and in writing, and to revise work based on
criteria developed in the classroom
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5.1 In the course of making and viewing art, learn ways of discussing it, such as by
making a list of all of the images seen in an artwork (visual inventory); and identifying
kinds of color, line, texture, shapes, and forms in the work
5.2 Classify artworks into general categories, such as painting, printmaking, collage,
sculpture, pottery, textiles, architecture, photography, and film
Activity/Procedures
This Unit will run concurrently with regular scheduled curriculum and will last for a
period of six months. Therefore lessons will not occur on consecutive days but will
follow the sequential order listed below. We are also anticipating some activities to
require more than one day to complete and are prepared to adjust daily lesson plans to
accommodate this need.
Day 1 through 15:
 Students will start the unit off creating their own personal interpretations of
people, families, and their community performing acts of kindness and
compassion. With this activity students are allowed to express their thoughts
about how they see people within their community through art.
 Another activity that the students will have to do is paint a picture of the word
acceptance. They have to really think about the word and try to depict the
meaning of it through painting.
 Another activity students will be doing throughout art class is taking photographs.
At the end of this unit the goal is to have as many photographs as possible that
show students creating caring and responsive communities. The students will
then create a large patchwork assortment of the entire collection in the foyer of
the school.
 Students will also be creating all of the drawings that will be in the children’s
book for the Children’s Hospital.
Evaluation/Assessment
 Informal assessments will be based on student participation.
 Informal assessments will be based on student ability to interpret art through
paintings, photographs, collages, and drawings.
 Formal assessment will be based on student’s final creations.
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Comprehensive Health
As our seventh grade students explore the idea of creating a caring and responsive
community they will be given the opportunity to investigate the relationship between
good nutrition, exercise, and a well sustained schedule and disease prevention, physical
development and strong mental health. Students will cooperate and collaborate as they
explore the ways that certain chronic illnesses prevent the human body from maintaining
the necessary nutrients to thrive. They will also see that the treatment for a disease can be
devastating and wreak havoc on a patient’s immune system. In addition, the social studies
and health classes will join to explore and compare the health practice of the Ancient
Greece society and current day society to determine why disease spreads. They will be
asked to write a two page paper to discuss their findings. They will be asked to use their
new knowledge to put together a brief presentation to be shared with their class about
their findings. Included in the presentation will be their thoughts about what steps people
can follow to prevent an illness and promote superior health. To compose these steps, the
students will need to ask good question to guide them through their exploration and form
hunches by evaluating the information collected. By exposing the students to the
biological side effects of chronic disease we are hoping to desensitize them to the
abnormal physical differences that may appear due to the illness. We would like the
students to see that underneath these differences are very “normal” human beings who
have similar interests and feelings as they do. This should allow them to explore real
connections with the patients at the Children’s Hospital as they communicate through the
“pen pal” program they will initiate.
Material
 Textbook
 Notebook
 Internet Access
 Presentation Materials
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks
Growth and Development
1.8 Describe the influence of health habits on growth and development
1.9 Apply skills that increase immediate peak functioning of body systems (vigorous
exercise, eating nutritious foods, adequate rest)
1.10 Define genes and the concept of heredity
Physical Activity and Fitness
2.11 Apply basic principles of training and appropriate guidelines of exercise to improve
immediate and long-tern physical fitness
Mental Health
5.7 Identify and describe the experiences of different feelings (such as elation, joy, grief,
and rage) and how feelings affect daily functioning.
5.9 Describe the relationship among physical appearance, changes in the body, and selfconcept and self-esteem
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5.10 Describe the contribution of a personal support system to good mental health
Disease Prevention and Control
8.5 Indentify ways individuals can reduce risk factors related to communicable and
chronic disease
8.6 Describe the importance of early detection in preventing the progression of disease
8.8 Describe how to demonstrate safe care and concern toward ill and disables persons in
the family, school, and community
Evaluation/ Assessment
 Informal assessments will be based on student participation during whole class
activities and small group work
 Formal assessments for this unit will include: a performance assessment to
evaluate the presentation, an essay assessment to grade their research paper, and
multiple-choice assessments used to check understanding of material and help
plan curriculum
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