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Licensure Only
SPECIALIST TEACHER of READING (All Levels)
Leading to Initial Teacher License in Specialist Teacher of Reading (All Levels)
This licensure-only program, for licensed classroom teachers with a Master's degree who want
certification as a Specialist Teacher of Reading, offers thorough training in literacy strategies to meet
the needs of diverse learners. Students work with professors on literacy research, pedagogy, and
policy, and focus on staff development and direct services to students. Students apply their
coursework to a practicum experience and return to their school with a wealth of specialized
knowledge applicable to a range of settings, student populations, and consultant roles.
This program has been approved by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education for
Initial Teaching Licensure in Specialist Teacher of Reading (All Levels) in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Note:
An Initial or Professional license and at least one year of teaching experience under that license are required by the
Massachusetts Department of Education to be eligible for a license as a Specialist Teacher of Reading.
Program Prerequisites:
Master’s degree and Initial or Professional license for classroom teacher or special education teacher

Courses may have prerequisites for registration; please check course descriptions before registering.
Course Number
Course Title
Course Credits
Prerequisite Coursework
18-22
Prerequisite coursework may be waived based on previous coursework or past experience. Courses waived will
reduce the total amount of credits.
EEDUC 5121
Literacy: The Integration of the Language Arts*
3
EEDUC 5122
Development and Learning: Psycho-social Perspectives in Education*
3
EEDUC 5104
Literature for Children and Young Adults*
3
EEDUC 6101
Content Literacy*
3
Essential Linguistics: What Every Teacher Needs to Know about
EECLD 6002
3
Language*
EEDUC 6001
The Teaching of Writing (K-12)*
3
EECLD 6115 or
Sheltered English Instruction (PreK-6) or
4
EECLD 6116
Sheltered English Instruction (5-12)*
Required Coursework
EEDUC 6136
Struggling Readers and Writers*
EEDUC 6135
Assessment: A Literacy Perspective*
Roles of the Language Arts Professional: Consultation and
EEDUC 7103
Collaboration (may be taken concurrently with EEDUC 7105)
EEDUC 7102
Research in Reading
Practicum
EEDUC 7105
Practicum: Interactive Assessment and Instruction for Literacy

12
3
3
3
3
6
6

Practicum prerequisites: Successful completion of required pre-practicum courses; satisfactory completion of appropriate
Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure (MTEL)** requirements. This 150-hour practicum is accompanied by a weekly seminar
and requires a field experience fee.

Accreditation:
Lesley University is
accredited by the New England
Association of
Schools and Colleges and is
authorized to offer degree
programs in many states.
For more information,
please visit our website
lesley.edu

TOTAL CREDITS

18-40

* Must be completed prior to the practicum, and many courses include field-based assignments.
** For current information on state testing requirements for initial licensure programs, Massachusetts Test for Educator Licensure (MTEL) test
administration dates, and the Lesley University test policy, see Lesley's Certification Office web page at www.lesley.edu/certification.html.

Please Note: Lesley University reserves the right to unilaterally add, withdraw, or revise any course offering in the
above mentioned program of study including policies, provisions, requirements, and fees.
Lesley University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity institution and does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, religion,
color, creed, national or ethnic origin, sex, sexual orientation, handicap or disability in its education programs, employment, or in
admissions to, access to or treatment in its programs or activities.

Graduate School of Education ◆ 29 Everett Street ◆ Cambridge, MA 02138 ◆ lesley.edu

Course Descriptions
EEDUC 5121 Literacy: The Integration of the Language Arts
This course presents fundamental principles of elementary reading and
language arts. Focus is on students understanding the interrelationship
of reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Students will also become
knowledgeable about current materials, instructional strategies, and
classroom-based assessment for emergent reading, beginning
reading, and fluent reading.
EEDUC 5122 Development and Learning: Psycho-social
Perspectives in Education
This course focuses upon constructivist-interactionist views of child
development, spanning the preschool years through adolescence and
young adulthood. Topics include early development, play, children’s
art, cognitive development and learning, family systems and social
learning, classroom instruction and organization, communication,
curriculum and cognition, evaluation and assessment, language
development and literacy, moral development, gender differences, and
developmental diversity among individuals and across cultures
including race, ethnicity, linguistic background, and economic
conditions.
EEDUC 5104 Literature for Children and Young Adults
This survey of children’s books from preschool through the adolescent
years identifies the characteristics of the various literary genres,
develops criteria for evaluating children’s books, fosters an awareness
and nurtures a consideration of how the developmental and diverse
cultural needs of children affect their responses to literature, and
shares strategies for integrating literature across the curriculum for
enjoyment, learning, and classroom reading instruction.
EEDUC 6101 Content Literacy
Disciplinary literacies are explored as a means of accessing content
knowledge in the PreK-12 classroom. The course examines
constructivist reading comprehension and vocabulary strategies, and
investigates how listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing are
a means of both developing and demonstrating content area
knowledge. Diverse text types and genres are examined for their
complexity and content, as tools for scaffolding content learning.
EECLD 6002 Essential Linguistics: What Every Teacher Needs to
Know about Language
This course takes a practical approach to the study of linguistics and
English as a new language with implications for teaching ESL, reading,
writing, spelling, phonics, and grammar in monolingual or multilingual
contexts. The basic nature of language, first language acquisition,
language variation, language change, and the relations of language to
society and culture are explored. The course focuses on the
development of linguistic foundational knowledge elements such as
phonology, morphology, syntax, and pragmatics that informs planning
for teaching first or second language. Structural and semantic
differences between the students first and English as a new language
are examined and used in planning for learning.
EEDUC 6001 The Teaching of Writing (K–12)
This course promotes the thoughtful examination of writers and writing
instruction. Throughout the course, students are introduced to
strategies and skills they can use to enhance their own writing and the
writing of K–12 students. Using a process approach, students learn
how to communicate ideas effectively in a variety of genres and for a
multitude of purposes. Based on the most current understandings in
the field, this course explores such topics as writer’s workshop,
conferencing, struggling writers, assessment, reading/writing
connections, writing in the disciplines, revision and editing, the use of
technology to support writers, and the management of writing
instruction.

EECLD 6115 Sheltered English Instruction (PreK-6)
EECLD 6116 Sheltered English Instruction (5-12)
This course prepares pre-service and in-service teachers with the
knowledge and skills to effectively shelter content instruction for the
growing population of bilingual students to access curriculum, achieve
academic success, and contribute their multilingual and multicultural
resources as participants and future leaders in the 21st century global
economy. The course covers the bilingual students’ world, second
language acquisition process, academic language and literacy
development in the Sheltered English Instruction (SEI) and bilingual
classrooms.
EEDUC 6136 Struggling Readers and Writers
This course explores the nature of the challenges facing those
students at all grade levels who struggle (for diverse reasons) to
achieve expected progress in reading and writing development.
Participants will describe and analyze the nature of difficulties
encountered by struggling readers and writers; they will identify
appropriate classroom approaches to address these difficulties and will
survey the many well-established programs for learners who are
struggling. Issues related to serving diverse populations are raised
throughout. Prerequisites: EEDUC 5121, EEDUC 6001, and EEDUC
6101
EEDUC 6135 Assessment: A Literacy Perspective
This course examines principles of assessment and evaluation in the
language arts, with emphasis on reading and writing, for the literacy
educator. The central concern is the role of assessment in instruction
for both individual students and whole classrooms. Topics of study
include the nature of data collection, analysis and interpretation in
various assessment approaches, and issues related to serving diverse
student populations. Prerequisites: EEDUC 5121, EEDUC 6001, and
EEDUC 6101.
EEDUC 7103 Roles of the Language Arts Professional:
Consultation and Collaboration
Emphasizing consultative and collaborative approaches, students
explore the varied roles of a consultant teacher of reading involving
areas such as professional development; materials and curriculum
development; materials, curriculum, and program evaluation; and the
coordination and implementation of legislation and funded programs.
EEDUC 7102 Research in Reading
Research paper on a reading issue is completed concurrently as
library resources are discussed, research studies evaluated, and
critical issues reviewed.
EEDUC 7105 Practicum: Interactive Assessment and Instruction
for Literacy
Instruction and supervised practicum experience in the use of formal
and informal methods of literacy assessment from emergent to mature
levels of ability. From the ongoing analysis of assessment results, each
tutor develops a specific instructional program for a tutee. Emphasis is
on the interaction of assessment and instruction, and the revision of
instructional goals based on the analysis of daily performance.
Prerequisites: EEDUC 5104, EEDUC 6001, EEDUC 6101, EEDUC
6102, EEDUC 6135, and EEDUC 6136 (or equivalents)
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