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PhD in EDUCATIONAL STUDIES:
ADULT LEARNING and DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIZATION
The PhD in Educational Studies: Adult Learning and Development is a low-residency program that
includes foundational learning in research methodology and participation in an interdisciplinary
seminar, core coursework and a written qualifying examination, and a doctoral dissertation that
represents an original contribution to the field of educational studies and adult learning. The program
addresses such key issues as how and in what environments adults learn, how culture affects
learning, and the relationship between learning and development.
Program Prerequisite: Master’s degree or Certificate of Advanced Graduate Study
Course Number

Year I
EAGSR 7118
EAGSR 7004
EAGSR 7101
EAGSR 7103
EAGSR 7200
EAGSR 7205
EAGSR 8201
EAGSR 9151
Year II
EAGSR 8202
EAGSR 7106
EAGSR 7104
EAGSR 7206
EAGSR 8111
EAGSR 7210
EAGSR 8203
EAGSR 9151

Course Title: See course descriptions for any prerequisites for registration.

Course Credits

Nature of Inquiry: Below the Surface of Research
Adult Learning and Development
Quantitative Methods I: Statistics for Research
Qualitative Research Methods I
Writing in Doctoral Studies
Sociocultural Perspectives in Adult Learning and
Development
Advanced Adult Learning and Development
Doctoral Study
New Directions in Adult Learning and Development
Leadership in an Adult Learning Context
Qualitative Research Methods II
Research Inquiry in Adult Learning and Development
Issues in Research
Program Evaluation
Program and Curriculum Design in Adult Learning and
Development
Doctoral Study

21
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
0
21
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
0

Year III Dissertation
3
Upon successful completion of Year II, a student is advanced to Year III, or dissertation status. In
this final year, a student undertakes the writing of a doctoral dissertation that represents an original
contribution to the field of educational studies and adult learning. This work is completed under the
guidance of a dissertation committee. Year III requires approval of the dissertation prospectus and
doctoral thesis by the faculty members of the dissertation committee and an oral defense of the
dissertation. In addition, the program requires that each student participate in a public presentation
of the dissertation research before graduating.
EAGSR 8112
EAGSR 9151
Total Credits

Accreditation:
Lesley University is
accredited by the New
England Association of
Schools and Colleges and
is authorized to offer
degree programs in many
states.
For more information,
please visit our website
lesley.edu

PhD Dissertation Seminar
Doctoral Study

3
0
45

Note: Students are permitted to transfer up to a maximum of 12 credits of post-master's work toward the PhD degree.
The courses must be taken at regionally-accredited institutions, approved within the doctoral study plan, and completed
no longer than five years prior to the date of admission to the PhD Program in Educational Studies. In order to transfer
coursework, a student must have earned a grade of "B" or better. For students who have received a Certificate of
Advanced Graduate Study at Lesley, a maximum of 12 credits of required coursework may also be transferred into the
PhD program. These courses may include any of the required courses. All courses must be approved and taken no
longer than five years prior to the date of admission to the PhD Program.
Please Note: Lesley University reserves the right to unilaterally add, withdraw, or revise any course offering in the
above mentioned program of study including policies, provisions, requirements, and fees.
Lesley University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity institution and does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, religion,
color, creed, national or ethnic origin, sex, sexual orientation, handicap or disability in its education programs, employment, or in
admissions to, access to or treatment in its programs or activities.
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Course Descriptions
EAGSR 7118 Nature of Inquiry: Below the Surface of Research
This course's aim is to inquire about the very nature of inquiry--on issues
that reside below the surface of the inquiry: assumptions about human
nature and conduct, about the place of perception, prior knowledge, belief,
ethics, and expectation in making sense of the human world. These
assumptions all point to ways of knowing that both inform and result from
inquiry, but are too rarely examined in courses focused on methods of
educational inquiry, which dominate traditional doctoral program offerings.
EAGSR 7004 Adult Learning and Development
This course will review the theories, research, and models on adult learning
and development. It explores the social context in which adults learn and
develop, and the influences of race, class, gender, and culture. Students
will be required to apply the material to a practice setting. This is a seminar
designed for advanced graduate students.
EAGSR 7101 Quantitative Research Methods I: Statistics for Research
This course is designed to introduce graduate students to basic statistical
methods and involves two broad topics: descriptive statistics and inferential
statistics. In addition, students are introduced to statistical model building
through the technique of regression analysis and correlational analysis.
While the course centers on parametric statistical techniques, a brief
introduction to non-parametric statistical methods, such as the chi-square
test, is included.
EAGSR 7103 Qualitative Research Methods I
The purpose of this class is to learn to conduct qualitative social science
research. Participants will read a variety of perspectives on the
philosophical bases as well as tools of the practice of qualitative data
gathering and analysis. Each participant will engage in a small qualitative
study that is consistent with her or his graduate study goals. They will
choose a topic and research setting, negotiate research relationships,
collect and analyze data, and present findings. Readings, analytic memos,
interview transcriptions, and field notes will provide material for the class to
work with as co-consultants.
EAGSR 7200 Writing in Doctoral Studies
This course will provide instruction about writing basics, organization, APA,
flow, and voice. Students will move into narrative and synthesis through
writing a sample literature review based on their own topics of interest. The
literature review will focus on writing a problem statement, organizing
studies into themes, looking for theories and methods, building a solid
outline, and beginning synthesis. Peer review will be used to deepen
learning and widen the scope of writing. Permission required
EAGSR 7205 Sociocultural Perspectives in Adult Learning and
Development
This course provides learners with opportunities to study the sociocultural
foundations of the field of adult education and adult learning and
development. This course will investigate the role of identities and
subjectivities in contemporary adult life. Theories of identity including the
development of a critical disposition related to race, ethnicity, class, age,
gender, religion, disability, national affiliation, and other forms of diversity
will be investigated. The impact of globalization and ecology will be
examined and ecojustice and feminisms will be highlighted in relationship to
current issues in the field.
EAGSR 8201 Advanced Adult Learning and Development
This course presents an in-depth, critical examination of theories, research,
and models of adult learning and development with particular emphasis on
their similarities and differences. Particular attention will be paid to the
variety of assumptions underlying models of development and learning.
Critical knowledge gaps will be explored through an examination of gender,
race, class, and culture. This is a seminar designed for advanced graduate
students. Prerequisite: EAGSR 7004; Permission required
EAGSR 8202 New Directions in Adult Learning and Development
This course provides learners with opportunities to study a particular current
topic in the field of adult learning and development. Adult learning theories
and theories of adult development will be integrated into the course topic.
Course topics may include: adult health education, popular culture in adult
education, environmental adult education, international adult education, or
cosmopolitanism in adult learning and development. Learners will advance

their understanding of the field through a sustained inquiry of a relevant
topic in the field.
EAGSR 7106 Leadership in and Adult Learning Context
The purpose of this course is to explore the concept of "leadership" in
contemporary society, with specific focus on the connections between
leadership and ways in which we foster community. A primary
underlying objective of the course is for students to become more aware of
issues surrounding the topic of leadership and more able to think critically
about how we approach topics of leadership in our varied communities.
PhD candidates only
EAGSR 7104 Qualitative Research Methods II
This course combines theory and practice in advanced qualitative research
methods. Participants will engage in ethnographic, case study, and other
methods of qualitative analysis involving observation and interviewing.
There will be emphasis on data collection, analysis, theory building, and
presentation, so class members need to have a research site in place at the
beginning of the semester. Coursework will involve historical/theoretical and
exemplary readings, individual analytic memo writing, group consultations,
and completion of a research project. Prerequisite: EAGSR 7103
EAGSR 7206 Research Inquiry in Adult Learning and Development
This course builds on previous work and encourages doctoral level students
to focus closely on one area of their own research. At the same time,
students will expand their in-depth knowledge of adult learning and
development theory and identify adult learning and development theories
and practices that currently contribute to their research. The assignments
will help students to synthesize the literature and become stronger experts
in their fields of study. Permission required
EAGSR 8111 Issues in Research
This course provides a forum for the presentation and discussion of student
and faculty research current at Lesley University, as well as a critical
examination of a variety of research methods.
EAGSR 7210 Program Evaluation
An introduction to systematic, interactive program evaluation with an
emphasis on underlying theories, current practices, techniques for
collecting and analyzing data, and report writing.
EAGSR 8203 Program and Curriculum Design in Adult Learning and
Development
This course provides learners with an overview of philosophy, theory and
models of curriculum development and program planning in the teaching of
adults. The current literature in adult teaching, adult learning, and adult
development related to curriculum development and program planning will
be examined, particularly as it relates to what it means to develop effective
adult education programs in general.
EAGSR 8112 PhD Dissertation Seminar
The Educational Leadership PhD dissertation seminar is designed to assist
students in finishing their dissertation. Questions/dilemmas about
technology literacy, library research data-based research, being a reflective
practitioner, knowing how to make presentations, how to collaborate with
others, analyze, synthesize, assess, evaluate, read critically, and write well
will be dealt with in order to finish the dissertation.
EAGSR 9151 Doctoral Study
Doctoral students register for this course every semester while taking
coursework, and after, while completing the qualifying examination or
dissertation.
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