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Effective Teaching Preparation and Student Achievement: High
Correlation
Rationale
The state of education in this country is a hot topic. The state of quality teacher
preparation should be. Generally, educators agree on the need to create better
educational systems. Research supports our belief that effective instruction from
highly-skilled teachers affects student performance and is key to lessening the
impact of a language disability. Clearly, we need to seek better answers to the
central questions of how to attract talented young people to the field of
education, how best to develop their talents, and then how to retain these
teachers. In response to these and other challenges, Mary Beth Curtis, Ph.D.,
nationally recognized educator and Founding Director of the Center for Special
Education at Lesley University collaborated with Angela Wilkins, Director of the
School-Based M.Ed. Program at the Carroll School, and Beverly Malone, Director
of the Teacher Training Institute at Buckingham Browne & Nichols School
(BB&N). As Co-Directors, they developed an intensive fourteen-month schoolbased opportunity to earn a master’s degree in education (M.Ed.) leading to
initial teacher licensure in moderate disabilities.
Of grave concern to Dr. Curtis was the large number of teachers who leave the
profession within the first years of teaching. Many studies report that 25%- 50%
of beginning teachers resign in their first three years of teaching. Other reports
state that nearly ten percent leave after their first year. Teaching is a highly
complex profession, one that requires highly-skilled and well-prepared teachers,
yet many first-year teachers report that they do not feel adequately prepared for
the demands of teaching in today’s increasingly diverse classrooms. At the end
of our ninth year, our Collaborative School-based Master’s Degree Program
reports that out of 60 graduates only one has left the field. Our graduates are
teaching in more than 20 public school districts and 15 private schools
throughout the country.
An Effective Model
We believe that a critical component of effective teacher preparation is “learning
by doing.” Throughout the Program, course work focuses on not only deep
knowledge of specific content areas, but equally importantly it emphasizes how
to teach children effectively who learn differently. Concurrently, graduate
students apprentice in a classroom under the supervision of a highly-skilled
mentor teacher. Each intern spends one full term – all day, every day – in a
general education setting (BB&N) and one term in a school that is specifically
designed for children with a language-based learning disability (Carroll School).
Thus, this collaborative school-based program provides its graduate interns with
extensive experience learning and teaching in both a general and a special
education setting. Our graduate interns are actively engaged in all aspects of
each school, their classrooms and community life.
Comprehensive course work is based on current research in neuroscience, in
scientifically-based instructional practices, and in assessment to inform
instruction. In addition, in the 2012-2013 school year our special education and

our general education graduate students will work together in the on-going
research at The Carroll School led by Dr. Eric Falke. The research will focus on
working memory, related cognitive functions, and reading comprehension. The
graduate students will receive training to administer pre- and post-testing and
an actual evidence-based program designed to improve working memory. The
pilot program conducted in 2011-2012 was highly effective. This is an exciting
venture for both the Carroll School and the BB&N graduate students because it
connects scientific work with everyday teaching to the benefit of both the general
and special education communities. In the words of Steve Wilkins, Head of The
Carroll School, “Carroll’s vision is that these research projects will lead us to the
most effective programs to help remediate the difficulties that define languagebased learning disabilities, such as dyslexia”. This is information that all
teachers, special education and general education, need to know to become
highly-skilled teachers who will remain in the profession for years.

	
  

