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M.Ed. INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED PROGRAM FOR
EDUCATORS
The M.Ed. Individually Designed Program for Educators is a 33-credit course of study that gives
participants the opportunity to design an advanced level degree tailored to their personal and
professional goals.
With 27 credits of electives, the student can design an area of concentration, an interdisciplinary
plan, or complete an endorsement or second license program. Courses may be taken completely
online, or at Lesley's Cambridge campus. The last two courses of the program, EEDUC 6126 and
EEDUC 6127, are two research courses designed to help students consolidate their coursework and
develop an action research study.
Each student will work with an Assistant Director for Academic Advising or faculty advisor to develop
a Degree Study Plan by the end of the first semester of study. The plan will be used as a flexible
contract and roadmap toward degree completion. In addition, it will document progress toward
completion of an endorsement, add-on license, or another interdisciplinary course of study that
meets a more individualized professional goal. Students may also design independent study courses,
in consultation with their faculty advisor, to complement their study plan.
Options for earning elective credits include the following:
 Choose any combination of graduate level courses from across the university, many of which are
online.
 Complete one of the certificate programs below in its entirety. With this option, the student's
transcript will reflect a specialization in the chosen area, and the credits earned can be applied
to the elective requirement. Additional courses must be completed as needed to total 27 credits.
 Mathematics in Education (18 credits)*
 Science in Education (15 credits)*
 Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) (18 credits)*
 Special Education (24 credits)*
 Online Teaching (15 credits)
 Navigating Our Digital World (15 credits)
 Emerging Technologies (15 credits)
 Autism (15 credits)
 Literacy for the Classroom Teacher (K-8) (15 credits) (Beginning January 2015)
*Program completion leads to endorsement in multiple states. It is the student's
responsibility to know and monitor state requirements and regulations for the endorsement
or second license.

Courses may have prerequisites for registration; please check course descriptions before registering.

Course Number
EEDUC 6126
EEDUC 6127
XXXX xxxx
TOTAL CREDITS

Course Title
Classroom and School Inquiry
Action Research and Seminar (taken as final course
in program)
Electives

Course Credits
3
3
27
33

Lesley University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity institution and does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, religion,
color, creed, national or ethnic origin, sex, sexual orientation, handicap or disability in its education programs, employment, or in
admissions to, access to or treatment in its programs or activities.
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Required Course Descriptions
EEDUC 6126 Classroom and School Inquiry
Classroom and School Inquiry focuses on the understanding and
critical analysis of educational research and methods for accurately
communicating this information to the public. As teachers participate in
redefining their educational roles, decision-making and action-oriented
classroom practice will be critical in promoting student learning. Both
require problem-solving, which is enhanced by the forming and testing
of hypotheses, gathering data that is then analyzed, synthesized, and
evaluated, and generating solutions. This course will engage students
in this process by acquainting them with the knowledge and techniques
necessary for them to become lifelong teacher researchers, and to
present the results of their research effectively and professionally to a
variety of audiences.
EEDUC 6127 Action Research and Seminar
In this course, students demonstrate their expanding understandings
and competencies as teachers by collaborating with several
classmates to design a research project that can have a direct impact
on their classroom, school, or school community. In addition, work
from this course provides students with opportunities to develop
professional development presentations and their leadership skills.
Prerequisite: EEDUC 6126 or an equivalent research course

Selected Elective Options
CMATH 6107 Constructing Mathematical Understanding: Number
and Operations
Participants will develop a solid conceptual understanding of the
language and operations of arithmetic, as well as the interrelationships
among arithmetic, algebra and geometry. Topics include place value
and the history of counting, inverse processes, the geometry of
multiplication, the many faces of division, and conceptual models of
integers and rational numbers.
CMATH 6108 Constructing Mathematical Understanding for
Number Theory
Participants develop a solid conceptual understanding of the branch of
mathematics known as number theory. Topics include properties of
prime, composite, abundant, deficient, and perfect numbers, divisibility
rules, and the use of geometric and other representations for finding
prime factorizations, and greatest common factors. Participants will
also investigate the fundamental theorem of arithmetic, computing in
different bases, and arithmetic progressions.
CMATH 6109 Functions and Algebra I: Building Mathematical
Understanding
Participants develop a solid conceptual understanding of the branch of
mathematics known as algebra. Topics will include ratio and
proportion, slope, operations with integers, the notion of function,
absolute value, linear versus non-linear functions, sets, equations,
inequalities, simultaneous equations and demand functions.
CNSCI 5100 Introduction to Physical Science
In this introductory course on science inquiry participants investigate
common everyday phenomena. This course invites participants to
“uncover” the complexity of a simple glass of water. They observe
physical processes at play in this familiar system and develop scientific
"habits of mind." Participants see how scientific principles can be
applied to understanding the world around us. The following key
physical science concepts are explored: density, displacement,
buoyancy, melting, freezing, equilibrium, phase changes and energy
transfers.
EEDUC 6059 Literature and Learning in the K-8 Classroom
This course will explore children’s and young adult literature as
teaching tools in language arts and content area instruction. With an
emphasis on curriculum development, the course will focus on
teaching strategies for various genres; issues related to differentiated

instruction and text complexity; and the use of children’s and young
adult literature as a vehicle to explore multiple perspectives.
EECLD 6001 Culturally Responsive Teaching
This course sets the foundation for creating meaningful and relevant
teaching and learning for culturally and linguistically diverse students.
Legal issues and a historical perspective are used to examine the
student's civil rights and the ways that prejudice, culture, language
diversity, and socioeconomic factors influence the student's academic
success or lack of it within the current system and under the current
policies. The cultures of the student's state are studied and used in
planning and cultivating culturally responsive learning/instruction and
positive cultural identity in the family and community relations.
Intercultural communication at the local, national, and international
level is addressed. Participants engage in self-study, write their own
cultural and linguistic autobiography, identify and utilize cultural
resources in the community, and plan to actively involve linguistically
diverse families in the school environment.
ESPED 6136 Foundations of Special Education
This course examines the characteristics of individuals with
exceptional learning needs, the effects of societal attitudes, and the
historical context of special education. It provides an overview of
special education state and federal law and the range of service
delivery provided by schools and agencies.
ECOMP 6201 Online Teaching: Introduction to Design and
Practice
This course is designed to introduce teaching online to K-12 educators.
Utilizing a constructivist learning approach, we will explore the
advantages of online learning and features of online environments and
online collaborative tools, and examine the best pedagogical practices
for teaching and learning online. Expectations, characteristics, and
needs of online learners will be examined and specific strategies to
help students assess their readiness to learn online will be developed.
Solutions for involving all of the K-12 stakeholders and the challenge of
keeping students motivated to produce quality work through online
learning will be explored.
ECOMP 6101 Technology: Facilitating Change for Education
Social networking, global learning, cyberbullying, online predators, and
individual privacy – empower your students to stay safe and thrive in
our digital world. Being an excellent teacher, parent, and citizen
means understanding how our lives and our practices are changed by
technology. You will learn strategies to manage technology for the
benefit of your students. Examine how technology is changing every
aspect of our lives and the ways we interact with one another: how we
learn, create, work, study, and play.
ECOMP 7010 Emerging Tech: Bringing the Future to Your
Classroom
Learn about promising technologies including eye tracking, 3D printers,
and wearable computers. Explore the possibilities for trends such as
the Maker Movement and the Flipped Classroom. Discover the latest
web-based resources and collaboration tools for every grade level and
subject area. Learn to integrate emerging technologies into existing
curricula while promoting transformative thinking and creativity. Build
your expertise and gain experience in identifying the efficacy of future
technologies for enhancing student learning.
ESPED 5013 Understanding the Autism Spectrum
This course will include a discussion of the primary and secondary
characteristics of the disorders and how they impact the individual
across the lifespan, from infancy through adulthood. The course will
explore the etiology and prevalence of ASD, as well as the range of
academic programs and supports. Recent scientific and medical
research will be discussed. The impact on the family system, including
supports and age-specific considerations, will be an additional focus.
Effective: September 2014_CY14
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