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MS in ECOLOGICAL TEACHING and LEARNING
Leading to Professional Teacher License in Elementary Education (1-6)

The Ecological Teaching and Learning Program, appropriate for K-12 and other educators from a
variety of public and private settings, is an accelerated five semester program. Two three-week
summer residencies are devoted to field work, one in a rural setting and one in an urban setting.
Between residencies, students participate in online coursework, investigating their local bioregion,
examining current pedagogy and theory, and completing an action research project in their
workplace.
This program has been approved by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education for
Professional Teaching Licensure in Elementary Education (1-6) in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Program Prerequisite: Applicants for Professional license in Elementary Education (1-6): Massachusetts Initial
license in Elementary (1-6) or a signed non-licensure agreement

Courses may have prerequisites for registration; please check course descriptions before registering.

Course Number
EINTD 6034
EINTD 6035
EINTD 6013
EINTD 6014
EINTD 6036
EINTD 7006
EINTD 6040
EINTD 7007

Course Title
Ecological Perspectives of a Bioregion
The Practice of Nature Journaling & Field Sketching
Becoming a Critically Reflective Practitioner
Foundations of Ecological Literacy
The Pedagogy of Ecological Teaching and Learning
Action Research Methods for Ecological Teaching
and Learning
Cities as Social-Ecological Systems
Action Research for Ecological Teaching and
Learning

Course Credits
6
1
2
4
3
4

TOTAL CREDITS

Lesley University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity institution and does not
discriminate on the basis of age, race, religion, color, creed, national or ethnic origin, sex,
sexual orientation, handicap or disability in its education programs, employment, or in
admissions to, access to or treatment in its programs or activities.

6
6
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Course Descriptions
EINTD 6034 Ecological Perspectives of a Bioregion
The field immersion that underlies this coursework is the introduction to
the Ecological Teaching and Learning program with an emphasis on
the interdisciplinary learning of the principles of ecology as they apply
to any ecosystem or place. Using a natural and wild bioregion as the
classroom, this course will focus on the ecological understanding of a
particular place. This field immersion experience will be deconstructed
pedagogically in the fall and spring coursework.
EINTD 6035 The Practice of Nature Journaling & Field Sketching
Scientists and naturalists throughout the ages have gone out with
pencil, charcoal, pen, paper, paints, and colors recording and
documenting their impressions of the landscape and its inhabitants.
These nature journals and field sketchbooks have become the initial
data for much of what we know about the natural world. This course
provides students with the opportunity to journey into the realm of
nature journaling as a way to record learning and observations.
EINTD 6013 Becoming a Critically Reflective Practitioner
Enduring change and effective integration of ecological concepts
across the curriculum are possible only to the extent that practitioners
are competent in their ecological literacy. Using their home
environment, students will investigate and reflect on their ecological
identity and literacy. This self-designed blend of reading, journaling,
activity, and reflection combines to strengthen the understanding of
ecology and what it means to be an ecological educator and a critically
reflective practitioner.

EINTD 6040 Cities as Social-Ecological Systems
This course investigates the interdependent social and biophysical
interactions in the urban ecosystem using a U.S. city as the focus of
inquiry. While cities can epitomize the environmental destruction
resulting from modern civilization, the potential value of urbanization to
long-term sustainability is increasingly recognized. Students
experience the urban landscape as an important place to teach and
learn about the environment; study examples of civic ecology; and
increase their cultural competence in order to contribute to increased
resiliency of communities and ecosystems.
EINTD 7007 Action Research for Ecological Teaching and
Learning
This course is designed to help practitioners understand the
relationship between their professional development and the process
of creating change in and out of the classroom. Students inquire into
the practice of ecological teaching and learning while applying the
methodology of action research. The research project demonstrates a
capacity for critical thinking, inquiry-based learning, problem solving,
and collaboration. Students improve their practice and gain new
knowledge and the ability to draw conclusions from that knowledge.
Prerequisite: EINTD 7006

EINTD 6014 Foundations of Ecological Literacy
Learning the language of ecology is a goal of this course. Literature
and worldviews that define and describe ecological literacy will be the
foundation for examining our teaching practice. The inclusion and
integration of ecological principles into the curriculum addresses the
need for educating an ecoliterate populace. Students will identify best
practices for integrating new insights and methods from the summer
field experience into effective, ecologically literate teaching.
EINTD 6036 The Pedagogy of Ecological Teaching and Learning
This course is an overview of applied theory, research, and pedagogy
to inform the practice of ecological education. In this inquiry, the
transdisciplinary nature of ecological education will be explored and
analyzed. The online discussion will focus our inquiry while inviting our
observations of educational theory in practice. Investigation of aspects
of your teaching practice will be highlighted through cohort discussion
moving toward a synthesis paper describing a successful
implementation of a new pedagogical practice.
EINTD 7006 Action Research Methods for Ecological Teaching
and Learning
Action research creates social and environmental change by
empowering individuals and communities to generate knowledge
grounded in their own experience. This online course uses action
research methodologies to develop teaching and learning skills as they
relate to ecological education pedagogy and the art of inquiry.
Students practice media literacy through a critical analysis of
environmental education. This course supports the program's final
action research project by developing an action research proposal.
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