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Frequently Asked International Admissions Questions
How do I get started?
You can check out a list of Lesley graduate programs (http://www.lesley.edu/academics/) on our website to
see if what we offer matches your interest. Also, you can request additional information be sent to you
at http://www.lesley.edu/admissions/graduate/inquiry/. We ask that you begin the application process by first
submitting your application either by mail or online.
Do I need to submit a credential evaluation?
Applicants to Lesley University who have credentials from institutions outside the United States must
obtain independent credential evaluations to determine U.S. equivalency. “General” or “document-bydocument” evaluations are required for admission into graduate programs.
Where can I get my academic credentials evaluated?
We recommend using the agencies listed below. Please contact the agencies directly for more
information about their services.
World Education Services (WES): www.wes.org
Center for Educational Documentation (CED): www.cedevaluations.com
Educational Credential Evaluators: www.ece.org
Global Credential Evaluators: www.gceus.com
If I am submitting a credential evaluation, do I still have to submit official transcripts?
While Lesley requires that applicants use independent credential evaluation agencies, applicants must
still submit transcripts (copies are sufficient) and English translations of transcripts to Lesley University
to be considered for admission.
Do I need to take the TOEFL or IELTS exam?
A TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) or IELTS (International English Language Testing System)
examination is required for all applicants whose native language is not English. A minimum score of 80
for the internet-based TOEFL or 550 for the paper-based TOEFL, or 6.5 for IELTS is required for
admission.
For reporting purposes, the Lesley University code for TOEFL is 3483. To submit IELTS scores, please
contact the test center where you took the test and request that an official Test Report Form be sent to
Lesley University. Visit www.toefl.org or www.ielts.org for more information.
Through Lesley University’s ESL Partnership with ASC English in Boston, students who successfully
complete Level 5 of ASC’s English language curriculum will satisfy the English proficiency requirement for
admission in lieu of the above testing options. ASC English students must provide a Certificate of
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Completion, along with a letter of reference for the Program Coordinator or Teacher in support of the
student’s English capabilities. Visit www.ascenglish.com for more information.
Applicants who have completed degree programs in English at the college or university level may qualify
to have the requirement waived. If this is not noted on your transcript, please request a letter from the
registrar at your college or university stating that your language of instruction was English.
Do I need to take other standardized tests for admission?
In addition to the TOEFL or IELTS, a few of our academic programs require submission of other
standardized tests. Lesley University’s CEEB (College Entrance Exam Board) number is 3483 for the GRE,
1214 for the MAT, and 30 for the MTEL.




PhD programs - must submit Graduate Record Exam (GRE) or Miller Analogies Test (MAT) scores
for admissions consideration
Master of Arts programs in Counseling Psychology and Clinical Mental Health Counseling - must
submit MAT scores (GRE scores may be accepted in lieu of the MAT)
Middle School and High School programs - must either have majored in the subject area which
you are applying to teach or submit passing MTEL (Massachusetts Test for Educator Licensure)
scores in the corresponding content area

Do international students have to take classes full time?
Students on an F-1 visa must take a full course load which is 9 credits in the Fall and Spring semesters.
Can I stay in the U.S. during the summer if I am not taking classes?
If you are in one of the traditional degree programs and you will be enrolled full time at Lesley for the
following fall semester, you may stay in the U.S. during the summer. Students in low residency programs
cannot stay in the country outside the dates of their program residencies.
What does “low-residency” mean?
A low-residency format is offered for several of our programs, including the Master of Fine Arts (Visual
Arts and Creative Writing) programs, Masters/Ph.D. in Expressive Therapies, Mindfulness Master’s
Degree, Ph.D. in Educational Studies with a specialization in Adult Learning and Ph.D. in Educational
Studies with a specialization in Educational Leadership. These programs are constructed so that you can
complete your degree while living in your own community, entering the U.S. once or twice per year for
short-term intensive work periods with your faculty and peers. This model allows you to integrate your
studies within your daily life. Please note: for international students, you are only able to remain in the
U.S. during the residency period and must leave the U.S. in between residency periods.
How can I find out what courses are currently offered at Lesley?
You can learn more about current course offerings by going to:
https://lois.lesley.edu/WebAdvisor/WebAdvisor?TYPE=M&PID=CORE-WBMAIN&TOKENIDX=utm

Is there financial aid for international students?
Although Federal financial aid is not available to international students, our students have had success
with external financial aid sources. Financial aid options and scholarships for international students can
be found by visiting http://www.lesley.edu/financial-aid/international-students/. Students may also qualify for
Graduate Assistantships (http://www.lesley.edu/provost/graduate-assistants-program/). Please contact Graduate
Admissions for additional information on financial aid opportunities. You can also explore aid that
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requires you have a primary borrower who is a U.S. citizen. Please visit Massachusetts Educational
Financing Authority (www.mefa.org) for further information.
Is there housing on-campus?
On-campus housing is currently unavailable for the fall and spring semesters, but may be available in the
summer. This varies year to year. Please contact reslife@lesley.edu for more information.
Can I complete pre-requisites before the start of my program at Lesley on an F-1 student visa?
No, an F-1 visa can only be applied to courses that are part of your degree program. Pre-requisites need
to be completed before arriving at Lesley.

Frequently Asked Immigration Questions
When do I begin the visa process?
You can begin the visa process after you have been accepted to a program and have submitted your
deposit. At that point, the International Student Services (ISS) office will contact you to begin your
immigration paperwork.
What is an I-20 form?
The I-20 is the Certificate of Eligibility used by an accepted student to obtain the F-1 student visa and to
enter the United States. This document is evidence of the student’s intention to study in the US and
reflects each student’s individual situation. The Form I-20 is sent to an accepted and deposited
international student after s/he has sent the required documentation to Lesley University.
What is an F-1 visa?
An F-1 visa is a computer-generated page that is placed in your passport after a successful interview at a
U.S. Embassy or Consulate. The visa is issued when sufficient evidence is provided that a student intends
to study in the United States. The visa includes the following information:
 Student’s full name and date of birth;
 The school at which student intends to study;
 The issue date and expiration date of visa;
 The number of entries into the US for which the visa is valid.
What do I need to get my F-1 visa?
In order to obtain a new F-1 visa, contact the U.S. Embassy or Consulate where you intend to apply for
the visa or visit their website and ask about application requirements. In most cases, you must first pay a
SEVIS fee and then call for a visa interview. Be prepared at the interview to present the following
documents:
 An application which is available at the Embassy or Consulate (or may be available online);
 Visa application fee;
 Any other requested visa-related applications;
 Documents which show financial resources for at least one year of school;
 Your passport;
 Two color photographs;
 Evidence of intent to return to the home country upon completion of your studies;
 Your SEVIS receipt fee;
 Form I-20;
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Your acceptance letter from Lesley University.

What kind of documents can show intent to return to my home country?
While there is no set documentation to indicate intent to return to the home country, an application for
an F-1 visa will more likely be approved if close ties to the home country are maintained. This may be
shown in the following ways:
 Your immediate family members reside in your home country.
 You own property and/or are maintaining a bank account in your home country.
 There is a strong likelihood of employment at home in your field of study after completing your
degree.
 You maintain important social ties or membership in cultural organizations at home.
What is an I-94 card?
The I-94 card is the arrival record issued to all foreign nationals upon arrival in the United States. The
card shows that admission to the United States has been granted for a specific length of time and for a
specific purpose. In detail, the card indicates the individual's port of entry, visa classification, date of
arrival, duration of stay, and admission number. This form is a small white card stapled to the passport
(and should be kept in the passport). Upon departure of the US, the I-94 card must be surrendered to
the airline representative. A new I-94 card will be provided to the international student upon returning
to the US in the future.
Can I transfer to Lesley from another U.S. institution?
In order to transfer to Lesley, you must first be accepted into a program. International students who
transfer (either in the middle of their academic program or upon completion of the undergraduate or
graduate program and are directly enrolling in a program without leaving the U.S.) from one U.S.
institution to Lesley must obtain and complete a Transfer Form from the Lesley University International
Student Services Office. Upon completion of the form, it is submitted to the ISS Office and is used with
other requested immigration documentation to create an I-20 from Lesley University.
I have a visitor’s visa (B-2). Can I study?
No. A B non-immigrant (both B-1 visitors for business and B-2 visitors for pleasure) is strictly prohibited
from enrolling in a course of study.
What if I have dependents?
The spouse or children of the F-1 student may enter the United States on an F-2 visa provided that
evidence of adequate financial support is provided. Persons on F-2 visas may not accept paid
employment under any circumstances. F-2 children may attend school full time; F-2 spouses may take an
occasional class, but may not attend school full time.
What can I do if my visa request is denied?
If the visa application is denied, before leaving the U.S. Embassy or Consulate, obtain a written
explanation of the specific reason for the denial and ask about re-application procedures. Also, try to
obtain the full name of the officer who interviewed you, as well as her/his fax number. The Director of
International Student Services at Lesley may be able to help you after you contact her with this
information.
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