Acknowledgment and Assumption of Risks
The Guyana Lesley Abroad Service Semester (GLASS) program involves travel to wild and remote settings. It is important
that students understand the risks (also known as hazards or dangers) associated with GLASS educational activities. GLASS
makes reasonable efforts to manage the risks, but does not provide a guarantee of safety. In addition, GLASS may work with
independent contractors to provide certain services and/or activities. GlASS may not supervise or control these independent
contractors and is not legally liable or responsible for their conduct. For example independent contractors are hired for guided
canoe trips and forest expeditions.
To help you fully understand the nature and risks of the program we provide below examples (but not a complete) of possible
activities:
Travel outside of the United States
Backpacking and camping in mountains and canyons
Canoeing, rafting
Travel and living in remote wilderness settings
Living and sleeping outdoors
Cooking outdoors using liquid fuel stoves and propane tanks
Traveling on all types of roadways including remote unpaved roads
Work projects involving power tools and machinery
Swimming – NOTE: Swimming is never required of students and a student who chooses to swim assumes full
responsibility for his/her own safety. The student is responsible for accessing his/her own skill level and deciding
whether or not to swim. Personal flotation devices (PFD’s) are required when students are riding in a boat, kayak,
raft, or canoe. There will be occasions when students will have to walk across streams and rivers that may be as deep
as thigh level. If a student is uncomfortable with a situation involving water it is the student’s responsibility to meet
with faculty and make a safety plan.
The risks associate with the above activities include, but are not limited to:
Unpredictable weather
Extreme cold and heat
Strong sunlight
Rain, strong winds, thunderstorms
Falling rocks or trees
Moving water in creeks and rivers
Steep slopes, difficult terrain, downed trees
Sustained hiking, carrying, lifting
Improper hygiene
Failure of equipment, despite reasonable maintenance
Remote locations, hours or days from help
Dangerous road conditions and transportation problems
Falling down or slipping
Animal hazards: stings, bites, and poisoning
Unusual/unknown illnesses
Misjudgments by self, others, or GLASS
Inappropriate conduct or negligence by self, others or GLASS
Other risks associated with experiential, outdoor activities

Because of these activities, possible outcomes include, but are not limited to:
Falls, being struck or colliding with objects or people
Experiencing vehicle collisions or capsizing
Drowning
Becoming lost or disoriented
Injuries due to heat, cold, altitude, heavy exertion
Illness: long or short term, gastrointestinal problems
Broken bones, sprains, strains, wounds, cuts, burns
Property damage or loss
Mental/emotional trauma
Other injury, damage, permanent disability, death or loss

By signing below, I agree that I:
have read and understand the above information and all GLASS program information received.
• have carefully read, reviewed, completed and signed the provided forms and paperwork and agree to abide by
the terms of those documents (medical and health forms, release of information forms, commitment form, etc.)
• acknowledge that the GLASS staff is, and has been available, should I have questions about the nature and
physical demands of this program and risks associated with this program.
• understand that GLASS cannot assure the student's safety or eliminate these risks, and that all students share in
the responsibility for their own safety.
• understand that the information provided is not complete and that other unknown or unanticipated activities,
risks, and outcomes may exist.
• represent that I am voluntarily participating, with knowledge of the risks, and can do so without causing harm to
self or others.
• assume and accept full responsibility for myself for the inherent or other risks (both known and unknown) of
this program and for any injury, damage, death or other loss suffered by me resulting from those risks.

•

____________________________________________

_____________

Student Signature
_________________________________________
Print Name

Date

