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FIELD PLACEMENT INFORMATION
For Off-Campus Students
Early Childhood (Pre-K-2), Elementary (1-6), Middle School (5-8),
High School (8-12), Moderate Disabilities (Pre-K-8; 5-12),
Severe Disabilities, Instructional Technology
Placements for the Early Field Experience and the practicum are approved through the School of
Education Field Placement Office. Yvonne Zollman Mosca, M.Ed., Assistant Director of Field
Placement, will visit off-campus cohorts during the semester before the scheduled practicum to offer
guidance and assistance with the field experience process. Further assistance is available by phone at
617-349-8753 (or 800-999-1959, ext. 8753), by email at ymosca@lesley.edu, or by making an
appointment to come in to the Field Placement Office in Cambridge at Lesley’s University Hall,
Room 2-073.
EARLY FIELD EXPERIENCE
All Lesley students in education licensure programs are required to participate in a classroom setting
at a school for a minimum of 75 hours before doing a practicum. The purpose of this Early Field
Experience placement is to acquaint students with school and classroom environments and to prepare
students for the practicum. Students who have significant prior experience in a classroom (at least 75
hours) during the past five years, may document that experience to fulfill the Early Field Experience
requirement. Students submit documentation according to guidelines issued by the Field Placement
Office. The student’s statement must be accompanied by written documentation on letterhead from
the teacher or principal at the placement site. The Field Placement Office must approve the
experience and will notify students by mail that they have met this requirement. Please call Yvonne
Zollman Mosca at 617-349-8753 (or 800-999-1959, ext. 8753), or email ymosca@lesley.edu with
any questions about this process.
PRACTICUM
In order to do a practicum, students must be officially accepted into a program and, if accepted
conditionally, must have fulfilled all conditions. The practicum should be taken at the end of the
program, after the majority of courses (and all pre-practicum courses) have been completed.
The practicum is a full-semester, full time placement (14 – 15 weeks) in an appropriate
Massachusetts public school classroom. Special Education licenses, depending on the setting, and the
Early Childhood license require a split practicum during which the time is divided between two
classrooms at different grade levels or settings. A plan for the split practicum must be submitted for
approval prior to the start of the practicum. A two and a half-hour evening seminar will meet weekly
during the semester of the scheduled practicum, usually at the site of cohort classes (Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday, usually 4:30 – 7:00).

Practicum Prerequisites
Before planning a practicum, students must:






Complete the (75-hour) Early Field Experience requirement (or document previous experience)
Complete required pre-practicum courses and field-based assignments (see your program of study
information)
Pass all MTELs required for their license and submit copies of score reports to the Field
Placement Office
Pass all courses taken and satisfactorily complete all grades of Incomplete
Have a GPA of 3.0 or greater

Placement Process
A visit with the cohort will be arranged during a weekend course the semester prior to the scheduled
Practicum to provide information and guidance about the practicum process. The Assistant Director
can suggest placement sites in classrooms and districts all over Massachusetts and must approve all
placements.


Once a prospective classroom placement is identified, students should visit, interview, and
observe at the school site. If possible, students should bring a resume with them to give to the
supervising practitioner. The visit allows students to meet teachers and observe classrooms.
Students and teachers are encouraged to share ideas about teaching philosophies and approaches
at this early stage to determine if the match is appropriate.



In some cases, students may be able to complete a practicum in a paid position. The position
must be in the role and at the grade level of the license the student is seeking. Students in
Special Education licensure programs must be in the role of a special educator, and students in
general education licensure programs must be in a general education role, in a general education
setting. In order to do the practicum in a paid position, students must obtain prior approval
from the Field Placement Office.



After the school interview, students must contact the Assistant Director to confirm the placement
and discuss any issues related to the practicum.



When a placement is confirmed, all practicum paperwork and MTEL score reports must be
completed and submitted to the Field Placement Office by the designated deadline.



All students must have Permission to Register from the Field Placement Office in order to register
for the practicum and seminar, which is a six-credit course with an additional field experience fee
of $395, and an insurance fee of $35 (2012 - 2013 rates, subject to change in the future), to be
paid at the time of registration.



School systems require a CORI (Criminal Offender Record Information) check before a student
can teach in the system. Students are responsible for arranging the background check with the
school system before their practicum begins.



For Programs for which only a half practicum is required, students may be able to meet
requirements in summer Compass.

Off-Campus students may contact Yvonne Zollman Mosca at 617-349-8753 (or 800-999-1959, ext.
8753), or by email at ymosca@lesley.edu or Margaret (Peggy) Maki at 617-349-8197, or by email at
mmaki@lesley.edu, for assistance and information regarding all aspects of the student teaching
practicum.

SUMMER COMPASS PRACTICUM OPTION
The Summer Compass practicum option combines:



A seven-week half-practicum and seminar during the Summer semester in a Cambridge
public school
A seven-week half-practicum and seminar during the Fall semester at a Massachusetts public
school and Lesley University

Compass is a longstanding collaboration between Lesley University and the Cambridge Public
Schools, offering an inclusive, diverse, academic program for Cambridge children in grades PreK-6.
This is an On-campus practicum subject to On-Campus attendance and tuition rates. Current
Lesley graduate students in the School of Education and education students in the LCAL Division in
the following initial licensure programs are urged to consider this program. Practicum pre-requisites
apply.





Early Childhood Education
Elementary Education
Moderate Disabilities (PreK-8 and 5-12)
Technology in Education

The summer portion typically runs from late June through mid August at a Cambridge public
school. If you are interested in joining us next summer, please call Somaliyah Al-Mahdi at
617.349.8399, or 800.999.1959 X8399 for program information and application materials. For more
information and a link to the Summer Compass web site, visit
www.lesley.edu/fieldwork/soe/summer_compass.html
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