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ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE

LITERACY FOR THE CLASSROOM TEACHER (K-8)
ONLINE PROGRAM

Lesley University’s 15-credit online Advanced Professional Certificate in literacy is designed for
experienced educators who wish to enhance and expand their knowledge and skills in the area of
literacy. The program provides educators with a foundation in literacy learning and its application
across diverse populations and content areas. The focus of the program is on the integration of
reading and writing; using technology to enhance a multiple literacies approach; and the knowledge
and use of authentic literature, narrative and informational, to analyze text complexities and to match
readers and text.
This certificate program may be used as a specialization to fulfill some of the requirements for the MEd
Individually Designed Program for Educators and the MEd in Educational Technology. Appropriate for those
pursuing Lesley’s TESOL APC and wish to combine in an MEd.
Program Prerequisite: Bachelor’s degree

Courses may have prerequisites for registration; please check course descriptions before registering.

Course Number
EEDUC 6059
EEDUC 6001
EEDUC 6101
EEDUC 6136
EECLD 6008

TOTAL CREDITS

Course Title
Literature and Learning in the K-8 Classroom
The Teaching of Writing (K-12)
Content Literacy
Struggling Readers and Writers
Teaching Reading and Writing for Speakers of Other
Languages and Dialects

Course Credits
3
3
3
3
3

15

Lesley University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity institution and does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, religion,
color, creed, national or ethnic origin, sex, sexual orientation, handicap or disability in its education programs, employment, or in
admissions to, access to or treatment in its programs or activities.
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Course Descriptions
EEDUC 6059 Literature and Learning in the K-8 Classroom
This course will explore children’s and young adult literature as
teaching tools in language arts and content area instruction. With an
emphasis on curriculum development, the course will focus on
teaching strategies for various genres; issues related to differentiated
instruction and text complexity; and the use of children’s and young
adult literature as a vehicle to explore multiple perspectives.
EEDUC 6001 The Teaching of Writing (K-12)
This course promotes the thoughtful examination of writers and
writing instruction. Throughout the course, students are introduced
to strategies and skills they can use to enhance their own writing
and the writing of K–12 students. Using a process approach,
students learn how to communicate ideas effectively in a variety of
genres and for a multitude of purposes. Based on the most current
understandings in the field, this course explores such topics as
writer’s workshop, conferencing, struggling writers, assessment,
reading/writing connections, writing in the disciplines, revision and
editing, the use of technology to support writers, and the
management of writing instruction.
EEDUC 6101 Content Literacy
Disciplinary literacies are explored as a means of accessing content
knowledge in the PreK-12 classroom. The course examines
constructivist reading comprehension and vocabulary strategies, and
investigates how listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing are
a means of both developing and demonstrating content area
knowledge. Diverse text types and genres are examined for their
complexity and content, as tools for scaffolding content learning.
EEDUC 6136 Struggling Readers and Writers
This course explores the nature of the challenges facing thos e
students at all grade levels who struggle (for diverse reasons) to
achieve expected progress in reading and writing development.
Participants will describe and analyze the nature of difficulties
encountered by struggling readers and writers; they will identify
appropriate classroom approaches to address these difficulties and
will survey the many well-established programs for learners who
are struggling. Issues related to serving diverse populations are
raised throughout. Prerequisites: EEDUC 6001, EEDUC 6059, and
EEDUC 6101
EECLD 6008 Teaching Reading and Writing for Speakers of
Other Languages and Dialects
This course focuses on what is different and essential about teaching
English reading and writing to speakers of other languages and other
language varieties. It discusses the impact of students’ first languages
and language varieties in reading and writing in English. It discusses
the role of oral language in reading and writing. It employs culturally
responsive research based methods, strategies, and materials in
learning and teaching reading and writing in English as a new
language and language varieties.
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