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Residency-Based
M.Ed. in SECONDARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (7-12)
and TEACHER OF STUDENTS WITH MODERATE
DISABILITIES (6-12)
Leading to Initial Teacher Licenses in Secondary English Language Arts (7-12) and
Teacher of Students with Moderate Disabilities (6-12)
This joint Residency-Based M.Ed. in Secondary English Language Arts (7-12) and Teacher of
Students with Moderate Disabilities (6-12) is offered by Lesley University in collaboration with the
Urban Teacher Center (UTC) and district partners in Baltimore City, MD and Washington, DC.
Applicants must apply through UTC and be accepted by both UTC and Lesley University to
participate. Applicants are required to make a commitment to a 14-month intensive residency plus
three years of teaching in a high-need urban secondary school. Lesley University grants the Master's
degree and the Urban Teacher Center endorses the license.

Course Number
Course Title
Required Coursework
ERESD 5149
Foundations: Introduction to Teaching and Learning
in Secondary Education
ERLIT 6301
ELA Immersion and Discourse
ERLIT 5210
Selecting Texts for Secondary ELA Instruction
ERLIT 5124
Reading Processes and Acquisition
ERSPD 5200
Special Education and Inclusion:
Promises/Challenges
ERSPD 6210
Introduction to Assessment and Tiered Instruction
ERLIT 6100
Language Acquisition
ERLIT 6109
Genre Study I: Argument and Informational Texts
ERLIT 6200
Writing in Grades 6-12
ERSPD 6200
Understanding and Managing Behavior
ERSPD 6212
Formal Assessment and Individualized Education
Programs
ERLIT 6110
Genre Study II: Poetry, Drama, and the Novel
ERLIT 6120
Reading Diagnosis and Intervention
ERLIT 6107
Secondary Content Area Literacy
ERLIT 6305
Teaching Research in Secondary ELA
ERSPD 6214
Specialized Instructional Techniques
ERLIT 6303
Reading Instruction in the Secondary ELA Classroom
ERESD 6152
Family and Community Collaboration in an Urban
Setting
Practica
ERESD 7736
Secondary ELA Education Residency Student
Teaching/Coaching
ERESD 7706
Secondary ELA Small Group Practicum (Regular and
Special Education
ERSPD 7710
Special Education Student Teaching/Coaching &
Trauma Training
TOTAL CREDITS

Course Credits
41
3

Lesley University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity institution and does not discriminate on the basis of age, race,
religion, color, creed, national or ethnic origin, sex, sexual orientation, handicap or disability in its education programs,
employment, or in admissions to, access to or treatment in its programs or activities.
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Course Descriptions
ERESD 5149 Foundations: Introduction to Teaching and Learning in
Secondary Education
This course provides an understanding of key learning theories for secondary
teachers. Residents will explore how issues such as race, culture, diversity,
gender, and sexuality relate to and impact adolescent development and urban
education. In addition, residents will learn how to build upon the strengths and
skills of urban adolescents, families, and communities to facilitate academic
achievement. Residents will also explore pedagogical practices that allow
teachers to cultivate professional learning communities and support the success
of urban adolescents.
ERLIT 6301 ELA Immersion and Discourse
This course models a productive and nurturing classroom environment.
Residents become completely immersed in their own learning about reading and
writing, speaking and viewing and discussing texts of all kinds. For each
sequence of instruction, residents debrief the learning and the instructor’s
onstage/offstage decision-making. Residents also develop and present lessons
that are closely aligned to the Common Core State Standards.
ERLIT 5210 Selecting Texts for Secondary ELA Instruction
In this course, residents explore a wide range of texts and genres for their
quality, complexity, and the diverse roles they play in secondary EnglishLanguage Arts. Methods will be introduced for finding and locating texts
appropriate for and appealing to urban teenagers. Residents will evaluate
canonical, contemporary, and young adult books to consider the challenges and
opportunities they provide. In addition to developing the vocabulary for analyzing
how texts operate, residents will explore quantitative and qualitative methods for
targeting their complexity. Residents will also examine how the text complexity of
any single text is dependent on classroom context and the additional texts being
used in conjunction with it, through the process of reading and then designing
original multimodal, multigenre text sets.
ERLIT 5124 Reading Processes and Acquisition
This course introduces residents to reading processes and acquisition.
Specifically, the fundamental principles of reading and reading acquisition are
presented and discussed. Residents will learn how young children learn to read,
where reading developmental may break down, and about issues common
among adolescents who struggle to make meaning of grade-level texts in the
English Language Arts classroom. Residents will be introduced to instructional
strategies, materials, and classroom-based assessments to support the
adolescent reader.
ERSPD 5200 Special Education and Inclusion: Promises /Challenges
This course provides: (1) an overview of the characteristics of students with
exceptional learning needs; (2) the field’s history, laws, procedures and trends;
and (3) a framework for understanding key concepts in inclusion as they relate to
the academic, social, and emotional development of all learners. Residents will
begin to consider the cultural and linguistic issues that influence students’ needs
and families’ understanding of special education services.
ERSPD 6210 Introduction to Assessment and Tiered Instruction
This module examines teaching and learning for students with exceptional
learning needs in the general education classroom with specific attention to the
role of informal assessment and subsequent differentiation in response to
findings. Foci include: (a) best practices
for nondiscriminatory assessment, (b) practice administering group and individual
informal assessments, (c) knowing how, when, and why to vary learning
environments, learning activities, and content, and (d) implementing Tier 1
accommodations/modifications and Tier 2 interventions to support student
learning opportunities.
ERLIT 6100 Language Acquisition
Residents will look deeply at three major topics that are important to supporting
linguistically and culturally diverse students in urban, secondary education
settings: language variation, academic language, and second language
acquisition. We will explore these interrelated topics, attending to both sociocultural and cognitive- linguistic perspectives on learning and learning
environments. The purpose of the course is to guide educators to use linguistic
awareness to inform their teaching. We will examine the Common Core State
Standards and the role of language in assessment.

ERLIT 6109 Genre Study I: Argument and Informational Texts
This course is divided into two modules: immersion in reading and writing
informational texts and immersion in reading and writing argument. Residents will
analyze texts to identify the characteristics, structures, and techniques commonly
used in a variety of texts within each genre. Residents will develop and deliver
comprehension lessons in each genre and will develop two mini-units, one that
integrates reading and writing of informational texts and a parallel one for
argument.
ERLIT 6200 Writing in Grades 6-12
This course prepares residents for the thoughtful examination of writers and
writing instruction. Throughout the module, residents will be introduced to
strategies and skills they can use to enhance their own writing and the writing of
their students. Using a process approach and workshop model, residents will
learn how to teach students to communicate ideas effectively in a variety of
genres, for different purposes, and for diverse audiences. Explicit attention will be
paid to reading and writing connections, and technology will be used to explore
new literacy practices. Data will be used to plan lessons, monitor progress,
provide on-going feedback, and differentiate instruction.
ERSPD 6200 Understanding and Managing Behavior
An overview of behavior management is presented within the framework of
understanding the context and function of behavior and developing systems that
promote prosocial behaviors to facilitate engagement in the educational activities
of the classroom. Residents will show an understanding of and develop a
Functional Behavior Analysis and a Functional Behavior Plan/Behavior
Improvement Plan and consider the interactions of people, environments, and
responses to behaviors as they influence student behavior.
ERSPD 6212 Formal Assessment and Individualized Education Programs
This course provides review of measurement statistics and practice with the
administration, scoring, and interpretation of commonly used norm-referenced
instruments and procedures for determination of eligibility for special education.
Comparisons are made with informal assessment results, and ways to
communicate results are discussed. Writing a formal report based on multiple
data points is explained and detailed. The IEP process, from referral to eligibility
determination and placement, is examined.
ERLIT 6110 Genre Study II: Poetry, Drama, and the Novel
Adolescents need opportunities to read, respond to and write in the creative
genres- poetry, drama and the novel. First as learners and then as teachers,
residents will read and analyze texts in the three genres (including contemporary
texts and those traditionally taught at the secondary level), fostering and
developing student stamina and engaging adolescent interest. Residents will (1)
investigate the reading, writing and critical thinking skills required of students
when reading and responding to complex texts (2) identify the challenges unique
to teaching diverse learners and (3) conceptualize, design and implement a unit
study with students in one of the three genres.
ERLIT 6120 Reading Diagnosis and Intervention
In this course, residents will learn how to diagnose reading difficulties among
struggling adolescent readers. In addition, they will learn about interventions that
may be used to address Tier 2 support in the English Language Arts classroom.
Specifically residents will learn how to assess students, analyze assessment
data, plan appropriate interventions, and monitor students’ progress toward
literacy goals. Residents will learn research-based interventions that support the
literacy development of a diverse population of secondary students.
ERLIT 6107 Secondary Content Area Literacy
This course explores how listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing are
tools for both accessing and demonstrating content knowledge within an
academic discipline at the secondary level. Through the lens of disciplinary
literacy, residents will explore the centrality of word knowledge in the academic
disciplines, and a range of reading and writing strategies to support
comprehension of diverse content area texts.
ERLIT 6305 Teaching Research in Secondary ELA
This course focuses on the metacognitive nature of research and how to move
students through the process of inquiry, research, synthesis, and reflection. How
can teachers help students develop research questions? How do students
synthesize information across a diverse range of multimodal, multigenre text
types? In what ways can teachers scaffold students’ comprehension through the
note-making process? How does classroom inquiry throughout the year establish
a context for and an understanding of the research process?
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ERSPD 6214 Specialized Instructional Techniques
Residents investigate Tier 3 interventions in literacy, math, and behavior to
establish: how they differ from the kind of support that students already receive;
the evidence base for them; factors that would need to be considered to
implement them; ways in which they are implemented; and ways to monitor their
effectiveness.
ERLIT 6303 Reading Instruction in the Secondary ELA Classroom
This course provides fellows with opportunities to extend their knowledge of
theory and pedagogy of reading instruction. They will learn about instructional
models including Literature Circles, Reciprocal Teaching, Close Reading, and
Peer Assisted Learning Strategies and how to use these approaches to deliver
differentiated, Tier 1 reading instruction. In addition, residents will learn how to
use technology within reading instruction.
ERESD 6152 Family and Community Collaboration in an Urban Setting
This course provides an overview of collaboration strategies including the special
education consulting model, community education, and staff development for
parent, family, and community engagement in urban schools. Emphasis is placed
on development of effective interpersonal communication skills for working with
families of students from diverse backgrounds, school-based staff, and
community agencies and support networks. Effective planning in relation to
mapping student progress will be addressed.
ERESD 7736 Secondary ELA Education Residency Student
Teaching/Coaching
Residents will complete six weeks of student teaching during the spring of the
residency year. The intent is to give residents a scaffolded opportunity to develop
and practice instructional and classroom management skills in a whole class
setting. In the student teaching experience, the emphasis is on planning for and
delivering whole group instruction in the secondary ELA classroom using core
curriculum materials. Residents will implement content and skills developed
through coursework and clinical experiences in the assigned host classroom.
ERESD 7706 Secondary ELA Small Group Practicum (Regular and Special
Education
Residents will plan for and deliver small group, differentiated instruction to small
groups of secondary ELA students. Over the course of one semester, residents
will select, administer, and interpret formative assessments for small, inclusive
groups of 8-10 students that include special education students. Residents will
use assessment data to inform planning and instruction and provide
approximately 100-150 minutes of face-to-face, small group instruction each
week. The practicum experience is intended to prepare residents for intervention
instruction to students who are performing below grade level.
ERSPD 7710 Special Education Student Teaching/Coaching & Trauma
Training
This seminar will provide information and support as candidates for teaching
licensure participate in the special education practicum. Topics will include
curriculum planning and modification, special education procedures and
mandates (including IEP development), classroom management, effective
communication with parents and colleagues, stress management, and assistive
and adaptive technology, with an added emphasis on trauma awareness for the
candidates.
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