Opal School Study Tour Information
Creativity, Imagination and Learning: A Field Study in Early Childhood and Elementary Education
An in depth field experience based at Opal School of the Portland Children’s Museum in Portland, OR will
be the foundation of this week long, intensive study tour. Our focus will be in mathematics, literacy and
students’ social and emotional growth. The topics for our investigation include: What skills and
knowledge are essential for 21st century students and teachers? What elements, organization, curricula,
environments and teaching styles produce creative, meaningful and highly successful teaching and
learning?
Date: Monday, February 17 to Friday, February 21, 2014
Location: The Opal School, 4015 SW Canyon Road, Portland, OR 97221
Faculty: Louise Cadwell, Lisa Fiore, Yvonne Liu-Constant, and the Opal School Staff
Program Highlights:
 Observation of teaching and learning at the Opal School of Portland Children’s Museum, including
classrooms in the private preschool (age 3 to 6) and the public charter elementary school (K to
Grade 5)
 Opportunities to document the environment and children’s work at the Opal School
 Workshops and discussions with the Opal School faculty
 Seminars and reflections with Lesley University faculty
Registration and payment:
Non-credit: $1100
One course credit: $1715
Three course credits: $2855
Course Title: EEDUC5103 Reggio Emilia-inspired Study Tour: Collaboration, Inspiration, and
Interpretation
Reservation: Space is limited to 15 participants. Priority is given to Lesley students taking the
course for credit.
To reserve a space, please submit your registration form and a $200 deposit no later than December 9,
2013. Payment may be made by check or credit card. Please make checks payable to Lesley University
Professional Development and Resource Department and mail with registration form to Yazmin Colon
Garcia, 29 Everett Street, Cambridge MA 02138. Confirmation and invoice due will be sent by email to
you. Balance of payment and is due no later than January 15, 2014.
Refund and Cancellation Policy:

All monies are refundable in full minus a $75 processing fee until two weeks prior to the study tour.
Preparation:
Please read the following three books:
Imagination and Literacy: A Teacher’s Search for the Heart of Learning by Karen Gallas, (Teachers College
Press)
Young Mathematicians at Work: Constructing Number Sense, Addition and Subtraction by Catherine Fosnot
and Maarten Dolk, (Heinemann)
Visible Learners: Promoting Reggio-Inspired Approaches in All Schools by
Mara Krechevsky, Ben Mardell, Melissa Rivard, & Daniel Wilson (Jossey-Bass)
As you read, begin to think about two big questions each book raises for you (2 questions for each book).
These should be provocative, “thick” questions that are not easy to answer but keep coming up for you
and have you wondering in a curious way that makes you want to know and understand more. Please
come to our class ready to share your questions with your fellow classmates and professors.
We also want you to be familiar with the Opal blog, a fabulous resource that will orient you to Opal
School before you arrive. http://opalschoolblog.typepad.com
Remember to bring a camera. Some of our assignments during the week will involve photographs
that you take and share. We will be able to photograph or video-record environments, documentation
and children’s work but not children.
Final project for students taking the course:
A final project is required for those seeking course credits. Options include:


A well-researched, publishable article based on your learning during the week at the Opal
School and in this class.



A well-composed proposal for a presentation that you will give at a conference based on
your learning during the week at the Opal School and your thinking and practice that has
evolved since the experience.



A multi-disciplinary class project carried out with your students that is composed and
designed to reach a public audience. The student work needs to be in a compiled and
edited form that is ready to be shared publicly with the purpose to inform and engage the
community.

Please see course syllabus for more detail.
Recommended Lodging:
We will all stay at The Mark Spencer Hotel, http://www.markspencer.com/.
Please note:
- Cost is not included in Registration Fee.
- Lodging is recommended but not required.
- You should make your reservation by emailing the Mark Spencer Hotel or calling 503.224.3293.
Please indicate you are participating in the Opal School Study Tour for a discounted rate.

-

The hotel is very close to the MAX, our public transport to Opal every day. The Red Line goes
to/from the Portland Airport to Downtown and the Blue Line goes to/from downtown to the
Oregon Zoo, Children’s Museum and Opal School. http://www.trimet.org/max/index.htm

Meals:
At Mark Spencer, breakfast is included and so is wine and cheese, featuring local red and white wines
every evening from 5-6!
Lunch at the Opal School is included in the registration fee. We will have dinner together one evening at a
local, reasonable and informal restaurant and continue our class in world café format. We will explain
more about this on Sunday evening. Each participant will be responsible for covering the cost his or her
dinner. The other dinners will be on your own.
Meeting Place:
We will meet on Monday Morning for our orientation. Please meet at the conference room on the
basement floor of the Mark Spencer hotel at 409 SW 11th St at 8:00AM.
Flight and Travel Arrangements:
Participants are responsible for making all flight and travel arrangements. Please be sure to arrive at The
Mark Spencer Hotel by 7AM on Monday, February 17.
Photography and Video Policy:
We will be able to photograph or video-record environments, documentation and children’s work but not
children.
Other Information:
Weather warning. As you know, it can be rainy in Portland. Hopefully it will not rain when we are there
but do come prepared with good shoes for wet weather, raincoats and umbrellas! The February
temperature is typically in the 50s during the day. There is very little chance of snow but it could happen.
For further information on..
Registration: Contact Yazmin Colon Garcia ycolon@lesley.edu
Course content: Contact Yvonne Liu-Constant yliucons@lesley.edu

