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Edith Lesley Wolfard Award Recipient
Hope Notaro

Inside this issue:
Hope Notaro is the 2013 Edith Lesley Wolfard award recipient. The Wolfard award is given to the senior undergraduate
liberal arts student who has excelled in intellectual engagement, community leadership and civic engagement. The
North Haven, Connecticut native is a Counseling major with a
minor in Art Therapy and a specialization in Holistic Psychology. In her application to the faculty of the College of Liberal
Arts and Professional Studies she made the following observations about leadership and her career goals.
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“Being a leader in the 21st century means that I will need to
be educated, trustworthy and have excellent communications
skills. Our current economic and political climate calls for students to take on leadership roles. As a student of the helping
professions, I hope that I can affect change on the micro
level, by providing direct service to students, and secondly on
the macro level by affecting change within our school systems and helping future generations to take on leadership roles.
As a leader in the 21st century, it will be my job to view the complicated policy issues
(especially regarding our broken mental health care system) facing our country holistically so as to work to find solutions that address the whole problem rather than suspend fractions of the consequences.
My career goals are to work in a Middle or High school as a guidance counselor. I also
hope to get my LMHC licensure so that I can work in the community as well. I am currently in the Dual Degree program in the Clinical Mental Health Counseling program
with a School and Community specialization (Guidance, 5-12). By earning my Master’s
Degree at Lesley, I will not only be eligible for licensure, but I will have learned the
skills I need to work effectively with both students and other members of the community.”
Lesley University congratulates Hope Notaro.

Special points of interest:
• Lesley congratulates its
senior class
• New faculty features:
Kazuyo Kubo
Amy Mertl
Albert Liau
Joshua Baldwin
• Student testimonials:
Sara Clark
Ari Sinanis
Kate Ebdon
Clare Mitchell
Elyse Gilbert

Lesley University Welcomes
New Faculty
Kazuyo Kubo
Kazuyo Kubo is an Assistant
Professor of Sociology and
Child Studies. She earned her
PhD in Sociology from the
University of Illinois at Urbana
-Champaign after receiving
her M.A. in East Asian Studies
from the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. Dr. Kubo
specializes in sociology of
family, race and ethnic relations, and transnational studies. Her research examines the welfare of children and
adoptive family formation, in particular how race influences US parents’ transnational adoption decisions/
practices. Dr. Kubo has taught courses in sociology of
family, race and ethnic relations, sociology of aging,
migration, research methods, and sociology of gender.

Amy Mertl
Amy Mertl comes to Lesley
University after completing
her PhD at Boston University, where she investigated
the ground-dwelling ant
and termite fauna of the
Ecuadorian Amazon. Long
fascinated by the underlying patterns structuring the
evolution and ecology of
diverse insect groups, she
investigated the evolution of caste-based division of
labor and interspecific competition, as well as how faunal communities respond to ecological disturbance gradients. She spent over 12 months in the field in the
Amazon and parts of Central America. She also constructed a molecular phylogeny for 45 tropical ant species in the genus Pheidole by sequencing three mitochondrial genes, demonstrating the deep evolutionary
divergence of this fauna. During this time she was also
active with Scientists for Yasuni, a group of scientists
committed to prevented additional oil exploitation
and road construction in Yasuni National Park in EcuaPage 2

dor, giving her first-hand experience working with
tropical human/environmental issues. Here in Cambridge, she is active in preserving our local urban ecology through her position on the board of the Friend’s
of the Alewife Reservation.
While she deeply loves the diversity of the rainforest,
Amy’s current research also involves a local project
sampling the diversity and abundance of ant fauna in
urban green spaces and community gardens around
Cambridge and Boston, as a way to measure the importance of green spaces in maintaining insect metapopulations. This project will allow Amy to engage Lesley students and community members in a citizen science project. She plans to continue to collaborate with
Lesley colleagues and the Urban Ecology Institute to
expand this project throughout area school districts.
Amy also has a background in using film and video as
educational tools. Prior to joining the faculty at Lesley,
she worked as a senior scientific editor for the Journal
of Visualized Experiments, an innovative scientific journal utilizing a video component to help scientists learn
new methodologies in medicine, cell biology, developmental biology and immunology. She is also a longtime supporter of Cambridge Community Television,
where she has taught scientific documentary-making
to teenagers and adults in the Cambridge community.
She has co-produced several short documentaries
through Project Documentary, including “Ants,” an
award-winning short film on her favorite tiny subjects.
When not teaching, or behind a microscope or camera
lens, Amy enjoys exploring Cambridge and Somerville
with her husband, three-year old daughter and infant
son.

Albert Liau
Believing that education
is essential to engaged,
responsible citizenship at
the global level and many
others, Albert is delighted
to be a part of the Lesley
University
community
which recognizes and embraces the critical role
education plays in our
lives and society.
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In hopes of sharing perspectives, encouraging curiosity
and cultivating understanding, Albert has throughout
his training in the biological sciences maintained active
involvement in education through volunteer teaching
and nonprofit-related work.
Drawing on his participation in scientific research and
social enterprise endeavors, Albert strives to offer students an excitement about the wonder and power of
fundamental knowledge as well as an enthusiasm for
the promise of the practical, beneficial application of
this knowledge.

Joshua Baldwin
Joshua Baldwin is a new Assistant
Professor of Human Services and
Social Work in the Social Sciences
Division. He obtained his Master’s
Degree in 2001 and PhD in 2009,
both in Social Work, from the University of Alabama. He is coming
to Lesley from James Madison
University where he was an Assistant Professor in the Social Work
Department.
Joshua has taught at the undergraduate and graduate
levels for the past 10 years. His teaching style is conversational in nature, and he believes in using multiple
methods of technology to enhance the learning experience. Joshua’s teaching interests include the following:
social work practice with individuals and families, social work practice with groups, introduction to social
work, forensic social work, and research methods.
Joshua’s research interests and community service have
focused around the interaction between social work
and criminal justice – forensic social work. His doctoral
dissertation examined the phenomenon of incarcerated women and community reentry. In addition to
forensic social work, he has also engaged in qualitative
research focusing on rural health, caregivers of juvenile
offenders, diversity in social work programs, social
work student attitudes towards mentally ill offenders,
and gerontology.
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2013 - 2014 Peer Advisors Chosen
The Academic Advising Center Team is proud to announce 14 2013-2014 academic year Peer Advisors, four
of whom are returning Peer Advisors (one Student Coordinator and three Senior Peer Advisors). The selection process is rigorous and is comprised of nominations from faculty and staff at Lesley, an online application, and two recommendations, one from a faculty
member and one from a faculty or staff at Lesley. Students (rising sophomores, juniors, and seniors) must
have at least a 3.0 GPA and be in good standing at the
University to apply. Returning Peer Advisors undergo a
performance review, submission of an application, and
an interview with the Advising Center staff. Applications for both new Peer Advisors and returners are
carefully reviewed by the Advising Center Team. Interviews are scheduled for those with qualified applications and offers made to those who exemplify the mission of the Peer Advising Program and Lesley University.
The 2013 - 2014 Peer Advisors are: Emma Bernard, Expressive Arts Therapy; Joseph Buck-Grossi, Secondary
Education and History; Rachel Burkholz, Elementary
Education and Creative Writing; Brianna Butlin, Psychology; Sydni Camillo, Counseling with Holistic Psychology Specialization; Caitlyn Decarlo, Elementary
Education and English Literature; Alexandria Dimond,
Biology; Audrey Jerome, Counseling; Emileigh Lloyd,
Business Management with Sports Management Specialization; Chandler Lupo, Communications; Julia
Paglierani, Early Childhood Education and Child Studies; Lauren Renzi, Middle School Education and English; Chelsea Reuther, Elementary Education and History; Kaitlyn Scrivano, Biology; Meaghan Valler, Art
Therapy and Psychology
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Peer Advising Program Mission
The Peer Advising Program is committed to serving the
Lesley University Community by promoting a climate of
academic excellence and success. In their roles, the Peer
Advisors support students in their transition to the Lesley campus, raise student awareness of academic policies and procedures, increase student knowledge about
choices in the curriculum, and help students understand
the importance of utilizing academic resources. The Program recognizes and appreciates the richness of Lesley's
diversity as an institution, demonstrating its respect for
student mentorship that underscores the purpose and
goals of peer advising.

Pursuing the MFA
Sara Clark
There’s a general belief
that writing is a solitary
endeavor, that the writer
can only weave stories
while locked away in their
room, fueled by caffeine
and mad ambition alone. I
believe, to some extent,
it’s true—but the people
I’ve met while at Lesley’s
Creative Writing MFA program take off the edge. During my first semester I’ve
learned not only about my writing process, but about
the support and encouragement a community of writers
can provide. The time spent outside of my characters’
worlds is just as important as the time spent in them.
My mentors have introduced me to strange and wonderful lands, such as those of A.S. Byatt and Michael
Swanwick, while my fellow writers in the program lured
me away from my desk a few afternoons a month to
replenish creative wells. Each of these experiences feed
what I put on the page, and I’ve found my worlds richer
because of it. The MFA has offered me the opportunity
to live as a storyteller, and connect with other people
who find stories as magical, as powerful and as important as I do. I hope to one day use what I have and will
learn in this program to create new worlds that will delight and inspire, as my favorite authors have inspired
me.
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Thinking about the Future
Eden Walsh
Nearing the end of my four
years at Lesley University as a
Business Management major
with a Marketing specialization and Communications
minor, I have one goal in
mind: to obtain a professional opportunity in one of
two positions after graduation. The first position would
be as a Marketing Assistant,
which can reflect my excellent technical skills and
knowledge of Adobe InDesign, Photoshop and Illustrator software that I have gained at Lesley University.
The second would be an Event Coordinator, which can
reflect the skills I have obtained from my notable experiences planning events at my Lesley internship at
the Museum of Science, Boston. Further down the road
I would like to advance and become a manager or director of the department that I am in so I may have a
position of progressive responsibility and can continually develop my career. As of now I am applying to positions and hope to obtain a full time job by the end of
the summer.

Ari Sinanis
After graduation I plan to
find a job in the marketing
field. I am a Business Management Major with a Specialization in Marketing and
Mathematics Minor. I plan to
enter a position that will lead
to a marketing analysis position. I am currently job hunting and will continue to do so
in the Boston area throughout the summer. I plan to stay
at an apartment through the
summer until I am on a lease
for September 1st.
I plan to go into graduate school later on. I would like
to take this time after graduation to gain experience in
the business world, to gain connections. I would also
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like to know what I would like to go to Graduate school
for. Work experience will lead me into the right field of
study for a graduate degree.

students in my class, which proved the importance of
why a teacher needs to integrate social and academic
learning within the classroom.

Currently, I am speaking with 5 companies of interest.
They are all positions in the marketing industry. Some
companies are internationally known, while some are
nationally known with high reputations.

The Lesley University Undergraduate Elementary Education program has made a positive impact in my
teaching career, and that is why I have chosen to attend Lesley University’s Graduate School of Education
studying to be a Specialist Teacher in Reading. I know I
can expect to work with excellent faculty who will continue to help me grow to my full potential but will also
see and know me as an individual within the classroom. I am looking forward to continuing my education at Lesley University because I know that Lesley is
the best school for educators and I know that students
exit Lesley University as great teachers.

Senior Swagger
Kate Ebdon
As I began my undergraduate
bachelor’s
degree in Elementary
Education and Mathematics at Lesley University, I knew I was in
the best school for
teachers. The professors in the elementary
education field were
experts in their subject
area as well as excellent educators. For example, in the Elementary Education and Teaching
Mathematics core courses, Linda Dacey taught me
about “the power of our words” as a teacher. I learned
that the tone the teacher establishes in his or her classroom affects the environment he or she is trying to create. Creating a safe and nurturing environment is an
important aspect of the classroom, especially when one
is trying to get to know the children as individuals. I
also learned the importance of sharing and discussing
student work as a class, especially during math. Working with Linda one-on-one in my independent study I
gained more knowledge about The Responsive Classroom and the importance of integrating social and academic learning into the classroom.
I had an amazing experience as an undergraduate student at Lesley College and it is astonishing how I have
grown as a teacher. Each education course I attended
was extremely informative and hands on. In my Meeting Individual Needs course with Marjorie Jones, a
course that corresponds with my student teaching practicum, I was able to look at diversity within my student
teaching placement in a hands-on, interactive way. I
also conducted an ethnographic study focusing on the
May 2013

Clare Mitchell
Entering Lesley, I was certain
of one thing. I wanted to
work with children. Four years
later, as I approach graduation, I am confident that I
have decided on a field that
best suits my passions and
skills as an educator who
works with families and young
children. Lesley’s dedication to
putting students in the field
each year has helped me to
narrow down my career goals.
Before coming to Lesley, I
thought a future of working
with children exclusively meant teaching in a classroom
setting or pursuing work in child psychology. Lesley has
given me the opportunity to engage in numerous and
varied placements; I’ve been a student teacher in two
kindergarten classrooms and a first-grade classroom,
and have completed an internship at Riverside Early
Intervention in Needham during my junior year while I
was working toward my early intervention certification. While I know I would be very happy working with
children in any capacity, my work in early intervention
has captivated me in a way I have not previously felt.
Lesley has given me the opportunity to develop my
ideas regarding matters that involve children and families, to grow these interests into a working pedagogy,
and to apply this pedagogy to my individual techniques in working with children.
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Following graduation, I will join the Riverside Early Intervention staff as their newest developmental specialist, working to promote the development of children
ages birth to three years. As a developmental specialist, I will be an active member of one or more assessment teams, working to determine a child’s eligibility
for early intervention services and helping his or her
family through the individualized family service plan
(IFSP) process. I will primarily work in the homes of the
children and families who receive my services, working
hands-on, in a play-based manner, to help the children
develop age-appropriate skills. A large part of early
intervention is family education. I’ll be actively involved in a partnership with the families, helping them
to implement strategies in the home setting that promote child development. I will also run one or a couple
of toddler playgroups.
Because Lesley gave me the opportunity to pursue my
certification as an early intervention specialist while I
was working toward my initial license in early childhood education, I was able to cast a wide net and am
more prepared to work in various early childhood settings. I feel that I have a more complete understanding
of child development and how to work with families
and young children because Lesley provided me with
these opportunities for professional development. I’m
thrilled to join the Riverside Early Intervention team
and am confident that Lesley has prepared me to provide intentional, thoughtful, reflective, and developmentally appropriate care for young children.

Elyse Gilbert
My experience at Lesley
University has been as rewarding as I could have
ever hoped for, surpassing
all of the expectations I
had back at freshman orientation. I have completed my bachelor’s degree in Art Therapy at Lesley in three years, while
living on campus and enjoying all of the wonderful
opportunities this undergraduate experience has to
offer. I have been involved in extracurricular groups,
including spending a year as Promotions Chair on the
Campus Activities Board, completing the Emerging
Leaders program, and being an orientation leader. I
have also expanded my studies by minoring in
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Women’s Studies and taking several extra fine arts,
psychology, and sociology classes, and I am graduating
from the Honors Program after completing a series of
independent self-designed projects. The next step for
me will be the Expressive Therapies graduate program
at Lesley University, starting in September. I am proud
to have been an actively-engaged member of the Lesley University community for the past three years, and I
will continue to be as a graduate student and alumna.

Faculty Scholarship
◘ Jim O'Keefe presented at three conferences in
March and April: The International Conference on
Technology in College Mathematics, The Association of
Teachers of Mathematics in Massachusetts Annual
Meeting, and the New England Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges conference. The three presentations focused on various aspects of integrating
emerging technologies into the teaching and learning
of mathematics at all levels.
◘ On Thursday, April 4, Jan Wall presented at the
WomenExplore Lecture and Discussion Forum on the
topic “Is Forgiveness Always Right or Required?”
WomenExplore began as T.O.P., the Theological Opportunities Program, in the fall of 1973 as a Thursday
morning fall and spring lecture series by Harvard Divinity School faculty for the general public. The intent of
Wall’s presentation was to provide a venue for exploring what forgiveness is and is not, what it means for
each individual, why it may not always be right or required, and the healing implications forgiveness holds.
The presentation explored these questions through
forgiveness studies from various perspectives including
the works of Fred Luskin, Simon Wiesenthal, and Thich
Nhat Hanh.
◘ Rebecca Lehrhoff, Adjunct Professor of Communications, appeared in the Flat Earth Theatre’s production of Enigma Variations at the Arsenal Center for the
Arts in Watertown during April 2013.
◘ In July, Frank Daniello will be presenting two papers at the 40th International Systemic Functional Congress (ISFC40) in Guangzhous, China. The two papers
are entitled “Infusing SFL Theory into Schooling Practices by Employing Six Principles for Change” and “A
Quantitative Case Study Comparing Student Writing
Performance using an SFL Analytic with a Holistic RuNews from 29 Mellen

bric: Is it Feasible to Apply SFL to Evaluate Large Corpuses of Writing in Education?”
◘ On April 12th, Ron Lamothe was a panelist in a session on “Historians in Filmmaking and Documentaries”
at the 2013 Annual Meeting of the Organization of
American Historians in San Francisco. The following
Friday he was a guest speaker at Dakota College in
Bottineau, ND, where his documentary film The Call of
the Wild was screened as part of its “Campus Read” of
the Jon Krakauer book Into the Wild.
◘ Rosalie Fink, LA&PS Professor of Literacy, presented
a conference paper online, entitled Successful Dyslexics: Passionate Interests and Rap to the Conference on
Dyslexia and Talent, April 19th in Norwalk, CT instead
of presenting in person due to the Marathon bombings and lockdown.
Rosalie also wrote an article for the Spring 2013 issue
of Dyslexia Connection, a journal of the International
Dyslexia Association. The title of the article is Successful Dyslexics: Passion for Reading Outside the Classroom.
◘ Linda Dacey co-authored two books that were published this month. She collaborated with Lisa Donovan,
previously a director of Lesley’s Creative Arts in Learning Division, to write Strategies for Integrating the Arts
in Mathematics. The book provides strategies from
teaching math in grades k-12 through creative movement, drama, music, poetry, storytelling, and the visual
arts. Published through Lesley’s partnership Shell Education, three other books in the series, edited by Lisa
and Linda, will be available soon.
With Jayne Bamford Lynch and Rebeka Salemi Eston
(both Lesley alums), Linda wrote How to Differentiate
Your Math Instruction, Grades k-5, published by Math
Solutions, a division of Scholastic. This multimedia resource for teachers includes 21 video clips that illustrate how ideas in the book can be implemented in the
classroom. Linda is grateful to the teachers and administrators from the Cambridge Public Schools who
opened their classrooms and schools for filming.
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Dean’s Message
Seniors, your accomplishments are stellar and hardwon. Congratulations! Your self-efficacy, discipline and
joy of learning are hallmarks of your years at Lesley
University. There is much to applaud. A number of you
wrote papers that were accepted in peer reviewed
journals; some of you turned your internships into job
opportunities; by applying your knowledge in realworld situations, all of you learned the connection between theory and practice. Scores of you studied
abroad in at least 25 different countries. While abroad
you learned or expanded your knowledge of a foreign
language, observed new customs and norms, and
delved-deep into your studies. You have become wellinformed and thoughtful citizens of the world. Several
of you completed the degree in three years and graduated with highest honors, all while working or serving
as a Course Assistant (CA), a Peer Advisor, a leader of a
club or active members in a number of co-curricular
activities, including athletics.
So many people have contributed to your success. Over
the years our faculty and staff in the advising center
and student life have listened to your aspirations,
anxieties and dreams. Through your intellectual engagement with your own experiences, texts, ideas, ideals, your peers, community activists and others, you
have added value to the Lesley University degree and
to a Lesley University education. Lesley University continues to improve opportunities for students to engage
the world. In addition to raising funds to support student scholarships, we also created 27 new courses and
hired 14 new faculty and staff members. Three new
faculty members were hired in biology, as many were
hired in education, two new faculty were hired in the
social sciences, and the Humanities, respectively.
Among the new hires are Dr. Kazuyo Kubo, a sociologist who specializes in transnational studies; Amy
Mertl, an ecologist, who specializes in the diversity of
the rainforest and molecular phylogeny; and Joshua
Baldwin, a PhD in Social Work. Josh’s focus is forensic
social work.
Bold new initiatives are underway for first-time freshmen, transfer, and continuing students. Working with
our faculty and guided by Linda Pursley, from the Academic Affairs Assessment office, the Integrated Assessment Team evaluated all 1000 and 2000 level courses
and made recommendations from which continuing
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students will benefit. The new first-year seminar will
add immeasurably to the experience of new students
and greatly inform the second and third-year programs
underway. Thanks to the founding gift from alumnae
and friends and an interdisciplinary Lesley University
faculty, the Child Homelessness Initiative (CHI) is now
an integral part of the curriculum and is indicative of
our institutional commitment to strengthening the life
chances of children. Our goal is to build a traumainformed asset model as an integral part of the child
studies, psychology, education and neuroscience curriculum.
I close the year as I began, with great confidence in the
future of Lesley University and abundant trust in your
capacity to use a Lesley education to make sound
moral choices, grapple with complex issues, and care
for yourself and, as you are able, others.
Excel in your ambition. Engage the world.
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