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Licensure Only
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (PreK-6)
Leading to Initial Teacher License in English as a Second Language (PreK-6)
This 24-credit program features 18 credits of courses related to English as a second language (ESL),
followed by a 6-credit practicum and seminar in ESL. The courses are aligned with Teachers of
English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) standards and the National Council for
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) domains. After successfully completing the practicum,
students will be eligible for Initial licensure in ESL.
This program has been approved by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education for
Initial Teaching Licensure in English as a Second Language (PreK-6) in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Program Prerequisites:

Initial or Professional license(s) in Early Childhood (PreK-2), Elementary (1-6), and/or Moderate
Disabilities (PreK-8)


Documentation of having earned a minimum of 6 college credits in a language other than English or
equivalent must be submitted prior to program completion. For non-native English speakers, English is
considered to be the foreign language.

Courses may have prerequisites for registration; please check course descriptions before registering.
Course Number
EECLD 6001
EECLD 6002
EECLD 6004
EECLD 6007
EECLD 6010
EECLD 6012
EECLD 7006

Course Title
Culturally Responsive Teaching*
Essential Linguistics: What Every Teacher Needs to Know about
Language*
First and Second Language Acquisition and Oral Development*
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages: Literacy and
Literature*
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages: Content
Areas*
Assessment for Equity and Inclusion of CLD Learners: Linguistic
and Cultural Differences and Disabilities*
Practicum and Seminar in ESL (PreK-6)

Course Credits
3
3
3
3
3
3
6

This practicum is accompanied by a seminar and requires a field experience fee.
Practicum prerequisites: Successful completion of a 75-hour early field experience** and required pre-practicum courses;
satisfactory completion of appropriate Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure (MTEL)*** requirements.

TOTAL CREDITS

Courses may be waived based on previous coursework or past
experience. Courses waived will reduce the total amount of
credits.

15-24

* Must be completed prior to the practicum, and many courses include field-based assignments.
** As early in the program as possible, and prior to the practicum, graduate students must complete a 75-hour Early Field Experience in
a classroom appropriate to the license sought. In some cases, recent appropriate classroom experience may be used to document this
requirement. (This is not a credit-bearing course, and there are no fees required.)
*** For current information on state testing requirements for initial licensure programs, Massachusetts Test for Educator Licensure (MTEL)
test administration dates, and the Lesley University test policy, see Lesley's Certification Office web page at www.lesley.edu/certification.html

Lesley University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity institution and does not discriminate on the basis of age, race,
religion, color, creed, national or ethnic origin, sex, sexual orientation, handicap or disability in its education programs,
employment, or in admissions to, access to or treatment in its programs or activities.
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Course Descriptions
EECLD 6001 Culturally Responsive Teaching
This course sets the foundation for creating meaningful and relevant
teaching and learning for culturally and linguistically diverse students.
Legal issues and a historical perspective are used to examine the
student's civil rights and the ways that prejudice, culture, language
diversity, and socioeconomic factors influence the student's academic
success or lack of it within the current system and under the current
policies. The cultures of the student's state are studied and used in
planning and cultivating culturally responsive learning/instruction and
positive cultural identity in the family and community relations.
Intercultural communication at the local, national, and international
level is addressed. Participants engage in self-study, write their own
cultural and linguistic autobiography, identify and utilize cultural
resources in the community, and plan to actively involve linguistically
diverse families in the school environment.
EECLD 6002 Essential Linguistics: What Every Teacher Needs to
Know About Language
This course takes a practical approach to the study of linguistics and
English as a new language with implications for teaching ESL, reading,
writing, spelling, phonics, and grammar in monolingual or multilingual
contexts. The basic nature of language, first language acquisition,
language variation, language change, and the relations of language to
society and culture are explored. The course focuses on the
development of linguistic foundational knowledge elements such as
phonology, morphology, syntax, and pragmatics that informs planning
for teaching first or second language. Structural and semantic
differences between the student's first and English as a new language
are examined and used in planning for learning.

simulation and analysis, students deepen their understanding of the
underlying structure and process of each of the content disciplines in
English as a new language. Prerequisite: EECLD 6002 or EACLD
5500
EECLD 6012 Assessment for Equity and Inclusion of CLD
Learners: Linguistic/Cultural Differences and Disabilities
Appropriate assessment is essential to understanding and
documenting standards-based learning and the process of
distinguishing learning disabilities from language differences. Second
language proficiency assessment is the primary focus of this course.
Participants gain the skills to administer language assessments,
monitor progress, interpret results, and incorporate them into
instruction. Potential linguistic and cultural biases in assessment
instruments, including biases in standardized tests, are analyzed.
Students are required to practice with alternative assessment
measures, including portfolio and other authentic measurements.
Prerequisite: EECLD 6002 or EACLD 5500
EECLD 7006 Practicum and Seminar in ESL (PreK-6)
This is a full time, full-semester practicum in ESL/TESOL (PreK-6)
under the supervision of a TESOL/ESL supervising practitioner and
university program supervisors in TESOL/ESL. The practicum is
accompanied by a weekly seminar addressing issues in the field of
second language learning education, classroom practices, and action
research. Prerequisites: Completion of a 75-hour early field experience,
required pre-practicum courses, and MTEL requirements.

EECLD 6004 First and Second Language Acquisition and Oral
Development
This course focuses on first and second language acquisition theories,
research, and practice with special attention to the nature of second
language learning in a multilingual, multicultural context. A primary
focus of this course is on the development of effective culturally
responsive and research based language learning strategies and
engaging methods for listening and speaking in two or more
languages. TESOL standards (2010) are used in lesson planning and
evaluation of second language. Instructional materials, including realia
and a variety of media, are also used. Prerequisite: EECLD 6002 or
EACLD 5500
EECLD 6007 Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages:
Literacy and Literature
This is a hands-on course dedicated to using outcome-based TESOL
standards in multilingual/multicultural context for teaching reading,
writing, and spelling in English to CLD students who are at different
levels of English proficiency. Teachers acquire, evaluate, adapt, and
develop materials that are responsive to the language proficiency level
and cultural diversity of students in a classroom that fosters critical
thinking skills and respect for all. Participants are expected to read,
evaluate, and use a variety of K-8 children's literature and to learn to
continuously assess and adjust their own language usage in the
classroom in order to maximize student comprehension and verbal
participation. Prerequisite: EACLD 5500 or EECLD 6002
EECLD 6010 Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages:
Content Areas
This course explores various research-based approaches of using
classroom inquiry, small and large group projects, and community
involvement to integrate the subject area content of the state
frameworks with TESOL standards. Issues of group development such
as inclusion, influence, cultural identity, community, structure, and
mediation that support achievement are addressed. Through
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