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Celebrating a Career
Joanne Dreher
Dr. Joanne A. Dreher is an Assistant Professor
and the Founding Director of the Undergraduate Academic Advising Center at Lesley University. Joanne has taught for 23 years in the areas
of organizational behavior and change,
women’s leadership, and experiential education. She organizes peer mentoring initiatives
for undergraduate students and has facilitated
mentoring workshops in organizational settings. In her role as Director of Undergraduate
Advising, Joanne coordinates both the freshman Transition Seminar and collaborative initiatives between faculty and the Division
of Student Affairs to integrate academic inquiry into new student orientation. She has
presented at national and regional conferences including NACADA, the National Academic Advising Association (Integrated engagement: Faculty do matter), ASHE, the Association for the Study of Higher Education (Collaboration to institutionalize servicelearning in higher education: The influence of organizational structure), and New England Regional Campus Compact (Bridging generations to build campus-community
partnerships; Demonstrating the public value of higher education: New research in service-learning).
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Joanne earned a BA in Economics at Framingham State University and a Master of Science in Management at Lesley University. She earned a Doctorate in Education at the
University of Massachusetts-Boston under the direction of Dwight E. Giles, Jr. In her
dissertation, Collaboration to Institutionalize Service-learning in Higher Education Organizations: The Relationship between the Structures of Academic and Student Affairs,
Joanne identified six themes that provided a framework for cross-campus comparison
to determine the role of collaboration between divisions to institutionalize servicelearning pedagogy. Dr. Dreher is the 2009 recipient of the Dissertation of the Year
award from the National Society for Experiential Education. She is a member of the
Publications Committee of NSEE. Joanne’s research interests are focused in experiential
education methodology and in areas related to collaboration between faculty and Student Affairs to create campus structures that advance undergraduate teaching and
learning, improve retention, and provide cross-campus fertilization for new academic
and co-curricular initiatives.
Joanne’s knowledge, spirit of cooperation, mentorship and love of Lesley University
will be sorely missed as she retires June 30, 2013.
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The Honors Program
Submitted by Christine Evans
The Honors Program was created in 2004 with several
goals in mind: To give ambitious and successful students more opportunities for challenge and leadership
in the classroom; to assure they get to know other
equally academically ambitious and curious students,
so that they can be a resource for each other; to provide mentorship opportunities for students and faculty.
This past fall semester serves as a good example of
how the program structures these goals.
The focus of this past fall’s Honors curriculum was, serendipitously, the environment. Thirty-three incoming
first-year students took Bryan Brophy-Baermann’s Introduction to Political Science course linked with Rob
Wauhkonen’s English Composition course. The theme
for Rob’s course was the environment, so the content
linked around policy and policy-setting for environmental issues.

and I had done considerable planning to link our
courses; we used a number of common readings and
shared a focus on public policy and the environment.
While the primary concern of my course was to make
students better writers and critical thinkers, the secondary focus ‘of broadening students’ understanding of
the importance of nature in our lives through a variety
of readings in the sciences, humanities, and social sciences’ enhanced the learning in Bryan’s classes.
Throughout the semester, students cross-referenced
readings, themes, and ideas. As Bryan and I had hoped,
the linked nature of the courses promoted crossfertilization, something students acknowledged and
appreciated. One student noted in the course evaluations for my class that it had “expanded [her] knowledge of the environment and writing.” Her comment
captures the broader intentions that Bryan and I had
for our collaborative enterprise.”

These first-semester linked courses serve several important functions: they create a community by putting
students into two classes together, where they get to
know classmates who are similarly academically ambitious; they model the transfer of knowledge between
one subject matter and another, where the learning is
amplified because it echoes.

Yet another successful Honors course we offered this
fall was Jeff Perrin’s Ecopsychology class, which he
characterized in the following terms:
“We engaged in meaningful discussions about human
interaction with nature. We dissected psychological
ideas of despair, alienation, loneliness within a broader
ecospsychological framework. In addition, we grappled
with assumptions regarding what constitutes a
'healthy' life.”
Students and instructors agreed on the success of these
courses. Rob writes the following:
“Bryan and I found ourselves in agreement on a key
point: The Honors students were bright, deeply conscientious, and eager to learn. The work was high caliber,
absences were rare, late assignments infrequent. Bryan
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Many students characterized the curriculum as
“fascinating,” the reading as “dense, but enriching,”
and praised the field experience “that brought the
theory alive.”
Of the 33 first-year Honors students, 21 elected to take
the Honors section of Writing and the Literary Arts
that I am teaching this semester. In addition, 6 Honors
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students are enrolled in Bryan’s Honors-focused course
on Terrorism.

different forms. I push myself to gain knowledge and
experience.

About 40 Honors students every semester turn regular
courses into Honors courses on the basis of a contract
agreed upon by both the student and the faculty member. This option gives students the opportunity to find
mentors who will guide them in even deeper study in
areas of interest to them. As examples of some of the
Honors component in classes, in an education class one
student is creating 2 lesson plans for students with autism on the basis of research on literacy differentiated
instruction; another is preparing a study for a sociology
class on how the Silver Line in Boston has affected the
neighborhoods it runs through, particularly Roxbury; a
third is drawing up annotated bibliographies for three
pieces of literature being read in an English class.

Receiving the Honors Program invitation has been the
encouragement I need to push myself in the right direction and produce the highest grades I am capable of
achieving.”

Clearly students love the chance to work more closely
with and get to know faculty better. The Program has
sponsored discussion groups around “Occupy Boston,”
facilitated by Neal Klein and Jan Wall and held at
Rafiki last year; sends a group of students to an outing
every semester, hosted by a faculty member (Cristin
Ashmankas took an Honors group to see War Horse
last semester); and the popularity of the Honors student/faculty dinner last October was such that we will
host one regularly. The success of the program lies on
the shoulders of our dedicated faculty.

Two of our 21 newly-admitted (January) Honors students express their hopes for their future Lesley careers
in these terms:
“My start at Lesley University has begun in such a way
that I feel empowered and encouraged to apply myself
100% to my academics. I believe that this school has
brought out the best in me… I love to learn in many
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“I became attracted to the fact that I could delve more
deeply into subjects that interest and fascinate me
with the guidance and supervision of the professor one
-on-one. This allows me not only to increase the depth
of my knowledge of the subject, but also to form a
deeper relationship, and even possibly mentorship,
with the faculty and learn from them.”
We will make sure that what we offer meets their aspirations.

General Education for the 21st
Century
Submitted by Robert Wauhkonen
In the twentieth century, general education was
largely synonymous with the well known “general
education distribution”—a combination of requirements and electives in the major academic disciplines.
Students took their “gen eds” in their first and second
years and then moved on to study in the major. In recent years, however, a broader conception of general
education has emerged. Increasingly, general education is understood to involve not only general education courses, but study in the major as well--and,
where it exists, experiential learning. General education learning, the new thinking goes, is an iterative
and integrative process that develops over all four
years of study— deeper and broader than two years of
study allow for.
Related to this change is the adoption by many colleges of general education learning goals—statements
of purpose about what students are intended to learn,
as well as the “habits of mind” associated with such
learning. Common learning goals include critical reasoning skills, quantitative and scientific reasoning, social responsibility and civic awareness, an understanding of diverse cultures, and an inclination toward lifelong learning. Reflective of the longstanding tradition
of “liberal education” that defines undergraduate
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learning, these goals make explicit the purpose of general education for faculty and students alike.
General education in Lesley’s College of Liberal Arts
and Professional Studies and the Art Institute of Boston reflects these changes. As at other institutions, undergraduate students complete a series of general education courses based in the humanities, math and science, and the social sciences. However, study in the
major and experiential learning are also seen as key
contributors to the general education learning goals.
This integrative view of general education has defined
Lesley’s conception of general education learning for
well over a decade now.

To insure that students are achieving the goals associated with general education, the College of Liberal
Arts and Professional Studies assesses courses on an
ongoing basis. Assessment focuses on how well students are achieving the learning goals and identifies
ways to improve the learning experience. This year, the
college conducted a survey among juniors and seniors
to examine how internships contribute to the general
education learning goals. The findings affirm that internships play an important role in general education,
especially with respect to the goals related to social
and civic responsibility, an understanding of diverse
cultures, and an inclination toward lifelong learning.
This September will see a major addition to the general education curriculum, reflective of the college’s
emphasis on interdisciplinary learning. Starting this
fall, all first year students will take the newly created
LUCID Seminar, a course that explores an important
theme or topic from a variety of disciplinary perspectives. Titled “Courage, Risk, Uncertainty,” the seminar
will be taught by faculty from all of the major academic disciplines.
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In the history of American higher education, general
education has never been static. With new understandings about how students learn and changes in society
at large, colleges have continuously revamped their
general education programs to best meet students’
and society’s needs. The changes in general education
at Lesley over the last ten years reflect changes in both
pedagogy and the world at large--changes that will
better prepare students for the 21st century.

International Poetry Festival
On Friday March 22, students,
faculty and staff got together
at the Creativity Commons to
share their love for poetry
and language at the Second
International Poetry Festival
at Lesley University. We had
over forty readers in ten different
languages
(even
Latin!) this year from faculty,
staff and, mostly, an enthusiastic group of students. We
heard Dante and Catullus,
but
also
Brazilian
music, video poems done in Mexico and a poem about
video games. This event was organized by language
faculty at LA&PS and sponsored by the Humanities
Division and the Diversity Council.
More photos can be found here.

Accomplishments
◘ Alison Angell, Senior Associate Director of the Career Resource Center, joined the Career Counselors'
Consortium – Northeast Board of Directors in 2012.
Later in the year, she co-produced a program entitled
"Career Counseling Transgender Clients and Veterans:
Perspectives and Resources to Consider."
◘ Donna L. Halper, Associate Professor of Communication, has been invited by the members of Rush, the
rock group she discovered, to attend the ceremony
when they are inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame. The award ceremony will take place at the
Nokia Theater in Los Angeles on April 18th.
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◘ Michael Lambert and Diep H. Luu presented on
“Academic Citizenship: A Community Approach to First
Year Student Success” at the National Academic Advising Association’s (NACADA, the Global Community for
Academic Advising) 2013 Region 1 Conference in Montreal, Quebec, Canada on March 20, 2013. The theme of
this year’s region 1 conference was “Advisors without
Borders/Conseillers sans Frontières.”
◘ Bill Barowy will be presenting a working paper
called “Communication and Conceptual Understanding
in Physics” at the New England Educational Research
Organization conference at Portsmouth NH in April. It
will describe exploratory research on conceptual understanding in physics from a social, functional, linguistic
perspective.
◘ Christine Evans had an article entitled "Simone Weil
historienne: vers une histoire prospective" (Simone Weil
as an Historian: Towards a Prospective History") published in the Cahiers Simone Weil (December 2012). The
paper is a version of a talk she gave at the Simone Weil
Colloquy in October 2011 in Aix-en-Provence, France.
Christine also gave a paper at the 2013 Northeast Modern Languages Conference held in Boston. As part of a
panel on "The Literature of Historical Guilt," her paper,
entitled "When the Personal and Political Intersect: Reevaluations of Erwin Strittmatter," focused on
one of the most important writers of East Germany. The
paper traces the changing literary reputation of this
figure after the Reunification.
◘ Tracy Strauss (adjunct humanities faculty) had her
essay "My Deep, Dark Secret" published recently in Salon.
◘ Anne Pluto has two new poems featured on BigCityLit.com: They can be found here.
◘ Bill Nowlin's 39th book Drama and Pride in the
Gateway City: The 1964 St. Louis Cardinals was recently
published by University of Nebraska Press.
◘ Arlene Dallalfar presented at the Association for
Women in Psychology Annual Conference – the theme
this year was “Global Concerns, Local and Individual
Perspectives: Voices of Indigenous, Immigrant and International Women. Her panel was titled “International
Feminist Responses to Islamophobia, Nationalism and
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Gendered Politics- using case studies from Palestine,
Iran and Pakistan.”
◘ Several faculty from the Social Sciences Division presented at the Eastern Sociological Society Conference
in March. Their panel was titled “Global, National and
Local Intersections: Public Challenges and Community
Responses. Arlene Dallalfar’s presentation was titled
“Gender, Ethnocentricism, Islamophobia and Middle
Eastern Communities in the USA.” Melissa Quintela’s
presentation was titled “For Us, Education is Based on
9 Little Numbers: Youth Activism for their own Education.” Leela Tanikella’s presentation was titled “A
Public Voice: Community Centers in Indo-Caribbean
Migrant Communities.”
◘ Leela Tanikella presented at the annual meetings of
the Society for Applied Anthropology in Denver, Colorado in March 2013. She presented a conference paper
titled “The Indian Corridor: The Politics of IndoCaribbean Material Culture” as part of the panel, Recording Cultural Heritage.
In April, Leela will speak at the Association for Asian
American Studies meeting in Seattle, Washington. She
will present a conference paper titled “The Work of
Cultural Production: Economic Narratives and IndoCaribbean Migrants” as part of a panel on Economic
Narratives and Moral Subjects: Asians in Old and New
Capital Circuits.
◘ Julianne Corey was recently asked by the editor of
Conscious Dancer magazine to write about the work
that she does with Nia at Lesley in the course CEXTH
3404: Nia – Introduction to Mind-body Movement. The
piece she submitted was included in a feature article
on Somatic movement in higher education in the recent issue. The issue can be found here. The article begins on page 33 in the online version, and the piece
about her course can be found on page 36.
◘ Nancy Heims just presented at the Eastern Sociological Society Annual Conference. The title of her
presentation was “Haiti, Cholera and the Local Challenge to a Global Institution."
◘ Professors Rosalie Fink, Anne Pluto, and Robert
Wauhkonen and their students will present "The Liberal Arts at Lesley: Three Perspectives" on Tuesday,
April 2nd at 4 PM in University Hall 3-043. The presentation is based on their joint book chapter in A Century
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of Innovation: Lesley University and Rosalie's forthcoming book Reading, Writing, and Rap: Literacy Learning
in the Content Areas.
◘ Professor Rosalie Fink was invited to speak about
her teaching, research, and writing at the National
Conference on Dyslexia and Talent, April 19-21, 2013 in
Norwalk, Connecticut.
◘ Mary Dockray-Miller will be presenting three conference papers this term:
“Judith of Flanders' Vernacular Adaptation of Bede's
narrative of St Oswald, King of Northumbria" International Medieval Congress, Kalamazoo MI, May 2013.
“Books, Treasure, and Fabric: The Judith of Flanders
Gospel Portraits" Medieval Academy of America meeting, Knoxville TN, April 2013.
"Visual Texts: The Boston Public Library Horae" Northeast Modern Language Association meeting, Boston
MA, March 2013
◘ Dean Mary Coleman opened the two-day scholars’
conversation on Slavery, Jim Crow and the Holocaust
with an overview of her work on Jim Crow and Nazi
racial laws and how they exemplify wider trends in African American and Holocaust studies. Coleman participated in and has taught a faculty seminar (the Jack
and Anita Hess Seminar) for the Center for Holocaust
Studies. The Center for Holocaust Studies will be cofunding two talks in early April at Lesley University.
Geoffrey Megargee, a colleague and editor-in-chief of
the Center’s Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, will
speak. Our Art Institute of Boston (AIB) colleague, Matthew Nash, will debut his documentary film, 16 Photographs at Ohrdruf. We hope this program will be just
the beginning of a relationship between Lesley University and the United States Holocaust Memorial and
Center for Holocaust Studies.

Ronald Lamothe will write a review article for the African Studies Review that encompasses all seven cinematic incarnations of Shekhar Kapur’s The Four Feathers. His examination will include the historical, political, economic, and cultural contexts in which many versions of the film were produced.
Leela Tanikella will examine how migrant Caribbean
South Asian communities engage and negotiate racial
and social structures through the production and presentation of media, religious and cultural performances.
Brian Becker will present scholarship at two neuropsychology conferences. His scholarship examines decision
-making strategies and medication adherence in HIV
seropositive individuals.
◘ Lesley Students Emily Kocandrle, Dylan Bushe,
Julia Brasch, Nick Mattox, and Alia Marinone presented at the Geological Society of America Northeastern Conference in March.

Emily Kocandrle, Dylan Bushe, Julia Brasch, Nick Mattox,
Alia Marinone and Cristin Ashmankas at the Geological
Society of America Northeastern Conference

◘ David Morimoto will join a panel as part of “Three
Towns, One Forest”, a regional environmental forum
taking place on April 25th in the University Hall Amphitheater. More information can be found here.
◘ Ronald Lamothe, Leela Tanikella and Brian
Becker were chosen by the Fellowship Award Committee and Dean Coleman as awardees of the LA&PS Faculty Fellowship Award for 2013-2014.
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Heather Francis:
A Record of Success
I came to Lesley as both a transfer student and a commuter
student, and when I began my
studies I wasn’t sure how I
would fit in. I chose Lesley because of the incredible teacher
education program that I knew
would prepare me to be an
effective special educator. As I
began taking classes in the
education program, I felt confident that I had found
the best school for my undergraduate education.
While at Lesley, I’ve been challenged in so many ways.
I’ve learned to collaborate with other future teachers
to form curriculum units and differentiated lessons.
I’ve engaged in experiential learning through prepracticum experiences in public schools and field trips
to places such as Revere beach and the Museum of Science observatory. I had the opportunity to work with
Habitat for Humanity while attending leadership workshops in Columbia, South Carolina. Most importantly,
I’ve found an incredible support system in the education program faculty.
These faculty members have become my mentors, and
have helped me to navigate my interests, dig deeper
into problems in the field of education, and inspired
me to pursue graduate studies. It was not uncommon
that I would get a coffee with my faculty advisor, or
meet with a professor to talk about working with
struggling readers. To me, the accessibility and compassion demonstrated by the faculty in the education
department was one of the best aspects of my experiences at Lesley.
Recently I was admitted to the Mind, Brain, Education
M.Ed program at Harvard Graduate School of Education. I am excited to take all that I have learned at Lesley and apply it to the next stage in my academic career.
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