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Faculty Life at Lesley:
What Makes it so Rejuvenating
Submitted by Mary Mindess
What is there about Lesley College that
makes teaching here such a regenerative
experience? As I pondered this question,
I identified four factors: the students,
colleagues, opportunities for personal
and professional growth, and a chance
to make a difference. Each of these factors bears some elaboration.
The first is the student body. Students at
Lesley are caring and intellectually curious. These two traits have been characteristic of the Lesley student population
since I first came to the College, and I
suspect even before that. I am not sure
whether it’s the admissions office that
does such an excellent job of identifying
students who possess these traits, or that
these traits are transmitted from one
class to the next. I suspect that it is a bit
of both. These differences, as well as the
similarities, make working with Lesley

College students a challenge and an opportunity.
During the years I have been at Lesley I
have noticed changes in the student
body - changes that fascinate as well as
challenge me. The technological culture
with which current students have grown
up has impacted their approach to academic endeavors. Their eagerness to
learn and understand the world in which
they live is the same as it was for students in years past. However, now there
seems to be a concern with how fast
they can achieve this goal. Rather than
savoring an experience, many students
today are in a hurry – they read in a
hurry, they study in a hurry, and they
continually strive to make the most of
every moment. Meeting these students
where they are, helping them gain necessary 21st century skills and at the same
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time helping them to be able to really enjoy the experiences of academia is a real challenge. When I sense
I have succeeded in opening doors to the best of the
old and the best of the new, I feel a sense of accomplishment.
A second factor is the collegial relationships I enjoy at
Lesley – relationships with faculty, staff and administration. These colleagues consistently provide support
to each other. They willingly share ideas, especially
ideas that are interdisciplinary in nature.
At Lesley there are many interesting people pursuing a
wide array of special projects. Whether it is a travel
study tour to England focusing on the theater, or a
summer in Guyana exploring the ecology of the region, or a trip to Italy to study the Reggio Emilia Approach to early childhood education, faculty have a
great deal to share with each other.
A third factor affecting the rejuvenating nature of
teaching at Lesley is the opportunity afforded for personal and professional growth. As an example, the
ways in which eLIS (e-learning and instructional services) has impacted my life and my teaching would
take volumes to describe. A sense of its impact is reflected in the following incident. A while ago I was on
a plane and started talking with the person next to
me. The person was astounded as I described the opportunities for personal growth and fulfillment at Lesley College. When I explained the opportunities provided for in-service learning, the person was amazed.
“That’s unbelievable! You are so fortunate.”
Technology is one venue in which I have enjoyed many
opportunities for growth. There are many others – lectures, workshops, acclaimed speakers. As I go through
each day I realize how grateful I am to the Sherrill Library staff for putting me in touch with so many new
research and instructional tools.
A fourth factor that has bearing upon my consideration of Lesley College as a rejuvenating environment
has to do with the chance that the College provides for
each person to make a difference. The area in which
one strives to make a difference is unique to the individual. For me, at the present time I am committed to
making a difference in dispelling the myths of ageism
on the Lesley College campus, and even more importantly in the society in which Lesley College students
will find themselves in the future.
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Stereotypes regarding aging that are not being addressed directly tend to be promulgated in many unobtrusive ways. Lesley College is a perfect place to address these stereotypes. Through my activities and my
actions I hope to provide a model that refutes these
stereotypes and encourages the contributions that can
be made by all members of our society.
On this note I should be returning to my work on two
ongoing projects. The first is a history of kindergarten
education as it is reflected in the programs of the New
England Kindergarten Conference (sponsored by Lesley
University.) The second project is an investigation of
the use of technology to enhance thinking in young
children.

Teacher/Staff/Scholars at Lesley
◘ Arlene Dallafar has earned the rank of Professor of
Sociology. Marjorie Jones has earned the rank of Professor of Education.
◘ Rachel Brandoff presented a workshop in early February entitled "Death Education for Creative Arts
Therapists" at New York University as a part of their
invited art therapy guest lecture series. Rachel will also
be presenting at the 42nd Annual Conference of the
American Art Therapy Association in Washington, DC,
July 6-10th. Her presentation is titled “Telesupervision
in Art Therapy.”
◘ Francis Alix was one of three winners in the Under
a Hundred Chapbook Competition sponsored by the
Georgia Poetry Society. He will have three poems in an
anthology with the two other winners due out this fall.
◘ Krystal Demaine presented a poster of her doctoral
research on Music, Imitation, and Autism Spectrum Disorders at "Crossing the Corpus Collosum II: Neuroscience, Healing and Music" which was held at Harvard
University in February. Krystal also presented two talks
at the conference for the New England Region of the
American Music Therapy Association held in Brewster,
MA on April 1-2. Her topics were “Autism, Music, and
the Mirror Neuron System”, and “Musical Imitation
and Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.”
◘ Robert McGrath will be presenting at the 48th Annual meeting of the Eastern Academy of Management.
This conference will be held May 11-14th at the Omni
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Parker House and Suffolk University in Boston. His
presentation is titled “The Scholar & Practitioner: Another Bridge between Management and The Liberal
Arts.”
◘ Linda Dacey and Anne Collins (SOE) have published their fifth volume in their series Zeroing in on
Number and Operations: Key Ideas and Misconceptions. This one is for teachers at the pre-kindergarten
through kindergarten level. Published by Stenhouse
Publishers, the series is designed to help teachers recognize the mathematical concepts that should receive
the greatest attention and address the associated misconceptions that research identifies as most common.
◘ David Goodman, Assistant Professor in Psychology
and Applied Therapies, founded a Theoretical, Historical, and Philosophical Psychology Research Lab at Lesley which he co-directs with Adjunct Professor Rebecca
Howard. The lab consists of undergrad and graduate
students from Lesley, Harvard, Boston University, and
Assumption College. Within the first three months, the
lab produced two professional presentations for the
Eastern Psychological Association (“Rand and
Dostoyevsky: A Psychohistorical Analysis” with Isabella
Nagy, Katie Howe, and Rebecca Howard and
“Expressive Therapies and Hospice Care: Three Case
Studies within the Nursing Home Setting” with
Amanda Bean). Also, David continues to organize the
Psychology
and
the
Other
Conference
(www.psychologyandtheother.com) which will be held
at Lesley in October 2011 and has generated tremendous international interest and inter-institutional sponsorship. Two journals have devoted special issues to the
conference proceedings.
◘ Amy Rutstein-Riley and Alice Diamond received
funding from the Reebok Foundation to support Dr.
Rutstein-Riley’s course, Girlhood, Identity, and Girl Culture. Supported by the Office of Community Service,
this service-learning course includes the Girls, Media,
and You project. Students in the course design and facilitate groups for middle school girls in Cambridge,
who are visiting Lesley for seven weeks this spring to
participate in groups focusing on identity, body image
and critical media literacy. The project also received
support from artist and fashion designer Sigrid Olsen,
who contributed hand-made journals for the girls. The
Final Celebration of the project will be held on Tuesday, April 26 at 5:00 pm. Please RSVP to adiamond@lesley.edu if you would like to attend.
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◘ Clara Ronderos was a guest speaker at Bates College on March 17th & 18th giving a talk and visiting various classrooms where students had read her poetry
and engaging with them in analysis of her work. The
title of the talk was "Latin American Women Writers:
A Tradition of Revolutions," in which she situated her
own work within the tradition of women poets in
Latin America. As part of this event she did a bilingual
reading of her poems. The translation of her work has
been made possible thanks to a Lesley College development grant that she is currently enjoying.
◘ Mary Dockray-Miller gave a talk in March at the
Five Colleges Medieval Colloquium in Amherst; her title was "Judith of Flanders and Her Books: Patronage,
Piety, and Politics in Mid-Eleventh-Century Europe."
◘ Nancy Alimansky’s art work is featured in an exhibit in the Marran Gallery April 8th through May 9th.
Her exhibit is entitled “Swan Song.” There was an
opening reception and celebration of her retirement
on April 13th.
◘ Mary Beth Lawton will be presenting on
“Strengthening Early Attachments” at the New York
State Association for the Education of Young Children
Conference, April 29th, 2011.
◘ Bryan Brophy-Baermann and Liv Cummins will be
attending the 2011 Wye Faculty Seminar on
“Citizenship in the American and Global Polity.” The
interdisciplinary seminar of twenty participants from
around the country will take place at the Aspen Institute-Wye River Campus in Queenstown, MD, July 1622.
◘ Christine Evans gave a talk entitled “Foundational
Event or Historical Aberration? The French Debate on
the Revolution 1940-1945” on a panel on
“Revolutionary Terror” at the Northeast Modern Language Association held in New Brunswick, NJ.
◘ In early March, Carla Torrielli presented at the National Academic Advising Association (NACADA) Region I Conference on the subject of helping students
choose a major. Her presentation, entitled Treating
“Major Anxiety”: A Collaborative Approach to Helping
Students Explore Careers and Choose a Major, was
based on an innovative workshop the Academic Advising Center developed in partnership with the Career
Resource Center. The workshop utilizes the Strong InPage 3

terest Explorer to provide students with real-time feedback on interest-based career options and concrete
strategies for exploring the majors at Lesley. It is part
of the Advising Center’s on-going programming to
support first-year and undeclared students.

dio, 1920-1935." Donna also made an appearance on
WBUR's "Radio Boston" on March 28th. Her appearance
can be streamed from the WBUR website:
http://radioboston.wbur.org/2011/03/28/boston-radio

◘ Arlene Dallalfar presented a paper in March entitled “Bridges, Borders and Transitions: Nurturing
Change through the Power of Narrative” at the Annual Conference of The Association for Women in Psychology. In March, Arlene presented a paper entitled
“The Outsider-Within: Gender and Transnationality” at
A Community of Scholars Day, Lesley University; in
May, Arlene will present a paper entitled “Tehran, This
is My Home: Contemporary Jewish Experiences in Iran”
at the Middle East and Middle Eastern American Center: The Graduate Center: City University of New York.
◘ Dr. Rosalie Fink, Professor of Literacy, gave a workshop in Sturbridge, MA on April 7th, 2011 at the Massachusetts Reading Association's 42nd Conference. The
title of her talk and workshop was Reading, Writing,
and Rap: Hands-On Activities for Every Teacher. Professor Fink also wrote a new article based on her recent
sabbatical work, entitled Reading, Writing, and Rap:
Independent Reading for All. The article will be published in the upcoming issue of The Primer: The Journal
of The Massachusetts Reading Association.
◘ Dr. Amy Rutstein-Riley presented a paper titled,
Girlhood, Identity, and Girl Culture – Lessons Learned,
at the 1st International Conference, Women’s Perspectives on Student Development, University of Toronto,
OISE Ontario Institute for Studies in Education. On
April 30th Amy will be chairing a panel presentation,
Examining and Deconstructing Privilege in the Classroom – A Case Study of “Girlhood, Identity, and Girl
Culture” at the New England Women’s Studies Association meeting to be held at University of Massachusetts
at Dartmouth. Panel presenters include Kaley Littlefield (LC undergraduate), Alba Domenech (GSASS
graduate student), Jenn Walker (graduate student
UMASS Boston), and Bonnie Bryant (LC undergraduate). The panel presentation is based on research findings from the Girlhood project.
◘ Donna Halper successfully defended her dissertation
on March 31st and will receive a PhD in Communication from the University of Massachusetts Amherst in
mid-May. Her dissertation was titled "Neil Postman's
Missing Critique: A Media Ecology Analysis of Early RaPage 4

Donna Halper and her advisor, Jarice Hanson,
Professor of Communications at UMass Amherst

Book Notes
Mary Dockray-Miller
Saints Edith and Æthelthryth: Princesses, Miracle Workers, and their Late Medieval Audiences. Medieval
Women: Texts and Contexts
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/dspace/bitstream/handle/20
22/13061/11.03.13.html?sequence=1

Donna Halper
Boston Radio, 1920-2010
http://www.radioworld.com/blog/114744
http://bythebanksoftherivercharles.blogspot.com/2011/
02/boston-radio-1920-2010-by-donna-halper.html
http://www.patriotledger.com/features/x2011261087/A
UDIO-SLIDESHOW-Quincy-womans-new-bookcelebrates-history-of-Boston-radio#axzz1GWo2B9AE
http://huntnewsnu.com/2011/03/nu-alumna-writes-onboston%E2%80%99s-radio-history/

Linda Dacey
Math for All: Differentiating Instruction, Grades 6–8
http://www.mathsolutions.com/index.cfm?page=wp12
&contentid=995&crid=238&mcid=1274&mcrid=55&pcrid=107
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Student Engagement
A Senior Moment
Submitted by Adelina Price
When I transferred to Lesley College all I knew was
that I wanted to study special education. I did not
really know what that would mean, and I certainly did
not really know my potential or myself. I have learned
all of that during the three years I have been lucky
enough to study at Lesley.
My experiences within the classroom and in conjunction with the Education Department have more than
prepared me for my current senior practicum. I am
spending around 40 hours a week at a local elementary school doing my final student teaching in a first
grade inclusion classroom. I learned plenty of theory
and practice within my education classes at Lesley that
have made my transition into this classroom relatively
seamless. I am able to contribute to IEP meetings, design curriculum and work closely with the Autism Inclusion Specialist for the school. I am walking away from
Lesley College inspired by my professors and my peers
within my education program. I feel as though I am
graduating with just the right mix of practical reality
(gained through practica and classes) and still a good
portion of idealism. This idealism is what drives me as a
special educator, and what has me convinced that
every child deserves an opportunity to be successful
and that I can help make that happen.
There is a part of campus that has been particularly
important in making my time at Lesley College enjoyable, productive and meaningful- The Office of Community Service. The single best decision I have made as
an undergraduate student was walking into the office
during my first week at Lesley and asking what service
I could do to meet other Lesley students. I have since
been on two REAL Retreats and six Alternative Break
Trips. I have started student organizations, been on an
executive board of a club, dedicated myself to giving
sandwiches in Harvard Square, led a Habitat trip to El
Salvador and so much more. I love that the Office of
Community Service takes me out of my comfort zone,
out of the proverbial bubble. I love that it does this
while still providing a safe place and a safe community
for these experiences to happen and for me to grow
from them. I have been challenged to process situations that make me uncomfortable. I have been on AlApril 2011

ternative Spring Break and seen the injustices in Camden, New Jersey and felt extremely uncomfortable. I
have given sandwiches to a woman on her first night
being homeless and, again, felt uncomfortable. This
discomfort is important because it shows the values
that Lesley College has instilled within me. I have also,
been given the tools to debrief these experiences
within myself and with others.
It is these life-changing situations I have been in with
the Office of Community Service and this ability to debrief that has led me to commit to completing a year
of service abroad after graduation. I will be traveling
to Colombia for five months to volunteer at an orphanage for babies and young children with HIV. I will
then be volunteering for several months at a school for
students with special needs in Peru. I could not be
more excited about these wonderful opportunities! I
have learned over the years at Lesley that giving back
in these situations teaches me so much, and I cannot
wait to come back in a year and be able to share these
experiences with my Lesley professors and friends.
I am, of course, nervous about the looming date of
May 21st; however, the experiences within and outside
of the classroom that I have had at Lesley College have
prepared me well. I know that I am entering these volunteer positions a true member of a global community
of service. I have leadership skills that will serve me
well next year and for many to come, and I have a
teaching philosophy that makes me fall back in love
with special education every day. Most importantly, I
have relationships with faculty, staff and peers that
have changed me in every way possible. The nice thing
about graduating is that even though I will be traveling thousands of miles away, I get to take all of these
skills, experiences and relationships with me!
Addie received the Sally K. Lenhardt Leadership
Award, Class of 2011.

More Student Engagement
◘ Jerimiah Bergstrom, LC '11, gave a paper at the
Plymouth Medieval Forum in Plymouth, NH; his title
was "Marital Relationships in the York Mystery Plays:
Procula, Pilate, and Medieval Misogyny."
◘ Bonnie Bryant, a Lesley College senior, has been
accepted at Hofstra University School of Law, and has
been awarded the Child and Family Advocacy FellowPage 5

ship. Hofstra University School of Law established the
Child and Family Advocacy Fellowship Program in 2002
to train and develop the next generation of leaders in
the specialized field of family law. It is one of the most
comprehensive fellowship programs of its kind in the
country and provides the foundation Fellows need to
become effective advocates, members of the judiciary,
leaders of the bar, and legislators who will work collaboratively with those from related disciplines to improve the family court system in America. In addition
to a tuition scholarship, Fellows receive summer stipends for internships. Bonnie, a Human Services major
and Women’s Studies minor, is serving as a research
assistant for the Girlhood, Identity, and Girl Culture
service-learning course taught by Assistant Professor
Amy Rutstein-Riley and supported by Associate Dean
for Career and Community Service Alice Diamond. Bonnie will enroll at Hofstra University School of Law in
Fall 2011.
◘ Fifteen Honors Program students attended a rock
music version of “Prometheus Bound” at ART’s Oberon
Theatre on March 29th. Their faculty host was Diana
Direiter, member of the Honors Faculty Advisory
Group.
◘ Prof. Rachel Brandoff is mentoring sophomore Ivy
Li who is exploring the fields of art and expressive arts
therapies in Beijing, China. As an expressive arts therapy major, Ivy is interested in learning more about the

applications of this field in her home country. She presented her research in a poster session on March 30th
at the Community of Scholars Day.
◘ The Sigma Tau Delta induction of new members was
held on Saturday, April 2nd. Sigma Tau Delta is the International English Honor Society, and Lesley's members are either English or Creative Writing majors. The
guest speaker was Michael Patrick MacDonald, author
of All Souls and Easter Rising. New members include
Vanessa Bitton, Tyler Burdwood, Derek Burns, Andrew
Chenevert, Sara Clark, Amy Erickson, Zachary Gallagher, Jeremy Gray, Rachael Holden, Minjung Kim,
Clemence Maret, Grace Maskell, Marcella Muscatell,
Jessica Ronan, Christopher Stranberg, Lee Wachendorf,
and Elizabeth Zollner.

Academic Advising at
Lesley College
Academic advising in Lesley College is conceptualized
as an intentional, ongoing partnership between faculty
advisors and students. This partnership helps to provide a value-rich educational experience for students
by supporting them in their exploration and pursuit of
academic, career and life goals. Careful and thoughtful
advising begins prior to students’ first days in the classroom during new student orientation programs and
continues throughout their campus experience, sub-

Sigma Tau Delta inductees and guest speaker Michael Patrick MacDonald
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stantively impacting the student experience and retention and graduation rates in Lesley College.

The Academic Advising Center
The Academic Advising Center (AAC) opened in 2006,
its purpose is to provide a centralized resource for students and faculty advisors in the advising process, including the understanding of academic policies and
procedures; referrals for support services; identifying
career goals; and initial planning for study abroad, internships and other academic opportunities. In its operations, the AAC provides a bridge to student support
resources including student academic and health services, student activities, student administrative services,
residential life and career resources. The AAC’s professional staff focus their work on the freshman transition
to college. First semester transfer students are served
in similar fashion recognizing, however, that they
bring unique transition issues from their prior college
experiences. For both groups of students, the professional advising staff orients students to the curriculum
and helps them understand the importance of their
engagement in the classroom, their choices in the majors, and the wide array of possibilities offered through
academic and co-curricular programs. These factors
support students in the early college years and help
them grow as independent thinkers. Once students
declare the major, they are assigned to an appropriate
faculty advisor in their area of study. The AAC continues to support students at many points beyond the
first year as they complete requirements and move toward graduation.

Focus on Academic Advising – Academic Year
2011
The exponential growth in enrollment during the past
four years emphasizes the need for a larger number of
trained faculty advisors. New efforts have been initiated in Lesley College to address the quality of advising. At the university level, advising also has been
added to the institutional agenda through the creation
of the Academic Advisory Council, co-chaired by Provost McKenna and a member of the faculty. The purpose and goals of academic advising are key agenda
items for this cross-university task force, which includes
the participation of the academic deans and professional and faculty advisors from the four schools. In
Lesley College, discussions about advising are taking
April 2011

place in monthly division meetings; new faculty are
meeting with the AAC advisors to understand the advising process and their responsibilities within it; and
two mid-year meetings were held with faculty and students to clarify both student and faculty concerns
about academic advising. Those meetings were initiated by an SGA proposal to allow students to evaluate
academic advising in the same way that courses are
evaluated. The details of those meetings were shared
in a memo sent to the faculty in early February. It is
hoped that those discussions about advising will continue both at the division level and in identified venues
with students, particularly as our programs change and
deepen and student enrollment grows.

Advising Center Advisory Council
Next year the Advisory Council for the Advising Center
will be formed from across the academic (faculty) and
student support and administrative units of the University, including representation from AIB and LCAL. The
Council initially was identified as an essential part of
the infrastructure of the AAC and recently was approved by Dean Coleman for implementation in Fall
2011. The Council will include representatives from the
key areas of the University that work regularly with
the undergraduate populations in Lesley College and
the Art Institute. This structure will serve to strengthen
academic advising operationally by supporting faculty
in their roles as advisors, providing students with comprehensive guidance in their academic and career decisions, and more firmly connecting the institutional departments that are most responsible for the undergraduate experience.

Division News
Natural Science & Mathematics
Strengthening STEM (Science Technology Engineering Mathematics) and Leveraging Partnerships
The Natural Science and Mathematics Division is always
working to promote and strengthen STEM teaching
and learning at Lesley, with new courses (see below for
some recent ones), new and evolving majors (like a
new incipient Biology major that engages students in
research and internships and true immersion in the
Page 7

field), new programs, additional faculty, new facilities
and equipment, and meaningful contributions to the
revision of the core curriculum. We strive to bring science and mathematics alive through student driven
inquiry, immersion, and interdisciplinary connections.
These experiences provide contexts that enhance STEM
learning by making STEM knowingly and meaningfully
relevant, making STEM a branch of something bigger
(namely, Knowledge). Science in the Movies, Cognitive
Linguistics, Game Theory, and Water Resources in Society Today: Science, Politics, and Regulation are some of
our recent new classes that bring STEM to you in new
ways.
Two significant efforts in support of STEM and involving the Lesley community and NFP partners are currently underway, one a local grant effort and the other
an international study abroad. The NSF Transforming
Science Learning (TSL) grant proposal is an exciting collaborative planning grant involving NSM (David Morimoto and others), SOE (Sarah Haavind), AIB (Kristina
Lamour Sansone), Creative Arts in Learning (Lisa Donovan), the Urban Ecology Institute (UEI), and the Boston
Green Academy. This TSL collaborative will develop
and implement PlaNetWorkingStudioLab (PNSWL), an
interdisciplinary, place- and inquiry-based experiential
learning program that integrates research on and advances teaching and learning in formal and informal,
high need, and public middle school settings. The exciting synergistic partnership creates bridges across Lesley
disciplines, divisions, and schools and also leverages
our UEI partnership and their significant successes to
form bridges with the community. The effort, if
funded, will enhance and transform STEM Teaching
and Learning among middle school students through
collaborative exploration and sharing in real and virtual Studios and Labs, all based on the ecological study
of local communities.
NSM is building on its Guyana connections with the
government of Guyana, the University of Guyana, Guyana community groups such as the North Rupununi
District Development Board and the Bina Hill Institute,
and NFP partners Rupununi Learners Foundation and
Rupununi
Learners
Incorporated
http://www.rupununilearners.org, to develop the Guyana Lesley Abroad Service Semester (GLASS), a 12
credit immersion experience in Amerindian villages. It
is the first ever study abroad program in Guyana and
the only one if its kind. Students take a course in crosscultural English language instruction to support a ComPage 8

munity Service Learning project teaching English
through their chosen discipline (supported by a team
that includes Lesley faculty, villagers, and Guyanese
experts) while enhancing their understanding of tropical ecosystems and tropical human ecology. The program runs eleven weeks in the summer, with eight
weeks in Yupukari village, in the remote and wild Rupuninu region of Guyana (pilot in summer 2011 pending final approval). Through readings, research, assignments, teaching, and immersion in one of the most
intact, diverse, pristine, ancient, and extensive natural
areas left on Earth, students learn about tropical human ecology while contributing as invited participants
to the education of the Makushi and Wapishana Amerindians of the region. They learn firsthand about indigenous natural resource ecology through immersion
in village life and through a village-run Indigenous
Knowledge Academy. The GLASS program will be Lesley’s first in-house study abroad program.
NSM faculty Cristin Ashmankas and David Morimoto
have been involved in another exciting collaborative
partnership with AIB, SOE, GSASS, and UEI to develop a
Master’s program in Ecological Innovation: Designing
Sustainable Environments. This exciting 36 credit short
term residency program with a six credit capstone research project on Social and Environmental Change is
currently being reviewed for approval. This Master’s
program, like the TSL collaborative, leverages Lesley’s
strengths in the arts and design to enhance STEM
learning as well as its partnership with UEI within an
interdisciplinary context that includes Environmental
Justice, History, Leadership, Citizenship, and Bioregional and Global issues. The program will develop a
new generation of ecologically literate leaders and
creative problem solvers in a time of increasingly urgent societal need.

Psychology and Applied Therapies
The undergraduate programs under the Psychology
and Applied Therapies umbrella strongly support the
University’s mission of commitment to “active learning,
scholarly research, critical inquiry, and diverse forms of
artistic practice…”

Art Therapy
How do we meet the 21st century challenge of providing distinctive and dynamic ways to serve individuals
Lesley College Today

who need to express what words cannot? Current research in the areas of brain function, trauma, and neuroscience indicate that the field of art therapy is deeply
important and will be central in understanding how
the arts impact human needs1. The undergraduate Art
Therapy program at Lesley College is uniquely situated
to meet this challenge through integrating the disciplines of psychology and of art. Through coursework,
internships, and active collaboration with the Art Institute of Boston, students in this program explore their
own identity as both artists and practitioners in relationship to meeting these needs. The undergraduate
Art Therapy program has growing enrollments and
reflects the pre-eminence of Lesley’s graduate Art
Therapy program across the country and across the
globe. Students may apply to enter a dual-degree program with the graduate school.

Counseling
The undergraduate program in Counseling provides
students with the opportunity to develop communication, empathy, cultural competence, and other emotional intelligence skill sets which transcend the specific field and enhance their participation in the global
community. Unusual at the undergraduate level, the
Counseling program allows students to market themselves as beginning practitioners in the workplace and
prepares students for graduate study. With 86 students
currently declared as Counseling majors, this is our
highest enrolled program. Students may also apply to
enter a dual-degree program with the graduate Counseling/ Psychology program.

Expressive Arts Therapy
Expressive arts therapies offer opportunities for engaging the brain by stimulating neural pathways not otherwise accessed through traditional interventions2. The
undergraduate Expressive Arts Therapy program is exciting in its uniqueness as an undergraduate offering
and in its broad intermodal approach to the client/therapist relationship3 with an emphasis on the
creative process as healing. Students in this program
integrate the disciplines of psychology and the expressive arts, such as music, dance, drama, and/or creative
writing while exploring the cultural, historical, and
global context of these expressive arts modalities. Current research in the areas of brain function, trauma,
and neuroscience indicate that the field of the expresApril 2011

sive arts therapies is deeply important and will be central in understanding how the arts impact human
needs4. Lesley’s undergraduate program in Expressive
Arts Therapy is a rapidly growing program and reflects
the graduate program’s pre-eminence as a pioneer in
this field. Students may apply to enter a dual-degree
program with the graduate school.

Holistic Psychology
Unique to the east coast, Lesley’s undergraduate Holistic Psychology program is our fastest growing major.
Grounded in the concept that mind, body, and spirit
are integrally connected, students gain an understanding of topics in psychology, including methodology,
states of consciousness, perception, cognition, and
identity. With a focus on theories of contemplative
practice and mindfulness, students develop new skill
sets that are better able to address indigenous forms
of human suffering and potential and engage in larger
global conversations that are non-Western in orientation. Building on Lesley’s niche in the creative and holistic communities, this program provides the opportunity for interdisciplinary dialogues in a unique way,
offering unique perspectives about mainstream counseling strategies and trends.

Psychology
Our newest program is research-based and offers a rigorous, exciting and complex exploration of the science
of behavior and mental processes. Engaging students
in a scientific study of psychology covers many topics,
including individual development; cognition and memory; neuro-biology and the brain; personality, abnormal behavior; and group, social and cultural processes.
Research and lab opportunities combined with the
availability of online and hybrid courses provide students with knowledge and skills about how psychology
is applied in both therapeutic and research settings.
Additionally, the psychology major is available entirely
online for both LCAL and Lesley College students.
1

From an essay on Expressive Arts Therapies and the
Brain by Krystal Demaine, faculty member in the division of Psychology and Applied Therapies in Lesley College.
2
ibid
3
ibid
4
ibid
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Humanities
Languages at Lesley
Lesley College has invested a significant effort in the
past year in developing new courses in the languages
we presently offer and in broadening our language
offerings. More than 100 students are currently enrolled in language courses, which include Spanish,
French, Italian and German, our latest offering. In addition to this, as of Fall 2011 we will be offering Chinese for beginners thanks to a recent agreement with
ALLEX, a foundation specializing in Chinese and Japanese language instruction. Chinese is one of the fastest
growing languages with respect to enrollment in
American Universities. We are certain that offering
Chinese will benefit our present students and appeal
to incoming students. Other projects we expect to have
ready by next Fall are online language teaching
(starting with German) and a Spanish Major. The curriculum for the major should be approved by the end
of this semester. Once this major is approved, we expect to increase the number of foreign-language faculty and enrollment in the language area. With the
changes that have been proposed for General Education requirements college-wide, we are preparing to
meet increased need with an increasing variety of
course offerings for our students.

Alliance for Language Learning and Educational Exchange
In February 2011, Lesley College signed an agreement
with the Alliance for Language Learning and Educational Exchange (ALLEX) to bring a Chinese language
instructor to campus for a two-year term beginning
this fall. The lecturer assigned to Lesley, Nars Chang,
will teach Chinese I & II at the undergraduate level
while pursuing a master’s degree in intercultural relations at GSASS. This exchange arrangement, whereby
Ms. Chang will offer language instruction to our students while pursuing a graduate degree, will enable
Lesley College to expand its capacity to offer instruction in critical languages at no financial cost to the university. The support provided by Student Life and Development and the Graduate School of Arts and Social
Sciences has helped to make this program possible.
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ALLEX has placed more than 600 Japanese and Chinese
guest lecturers at more than 160 universities since its
inception in 1998.

Social Sciences
The 21st century is one of excitement, change and challenge for our students in the Social Science Division.
We continue to provide courses for all Lesley College
students through our general education program, elective offerings, and of course through our majors and
minors. This year, however, the division has a new
structure and expanded offerings and we on a path to
continue our expansion and growth.
We currently offer programs in Child Studies; Global
Studies; Political Science; Sociology and Social Change;
Women’s Studies; and Human Services. We are in the
midst of developing a new minor in social work as
well. We offer courses in all those programs as well as
anthropology, economics, geography, and public policy. Together with our internship program, we have a
vital, growing, exciting liberal arts division to help prepare Lesley students for lifelong learning, graduate
studies, various professional careers and civic engagement.
Our programs address the pressing need to understand
the changing world and individuals’ relations to it. Our
courses and programs provide a foundation to understand a broad range of critical issues: globalization and
the needs and relations of citizens in our increasingly
connected parts of the world; social change both in the
U. S. and abroad; the structure and exercise of power
both in government and in political organizations and
settings; gender relations and the needs of children,
youths and families; and as well to help to ameliorate
social conditions of life, both through direct service to
individuals and groups in need and through advocacy
and social change.
The Social Science Division has a broad, critical, and
exciting mission and we are currently searching for a
new Division Director to steward us into expanded
course offerings that meet the expressed interests and
needs of our undergraduate students. We are searching for a director with a demonstrated record of organizational success, responding to the interests of students, and developing innovative and exciting programs. We are looking for a professional who underLesley College Today

stands the broad range of our disciplines and has exciting ideas for new offerings that respond to global and
U. S. needs and to the interests and futures of our students. Dynamism, contagious enthusiasm, skills in
working with different groups of people and organizational structure, interdisciplinary strength, and innovative ideas for curriculum and teaching across the disciplines – those are the traits of the leader we will bring
to campus to steward the Social Science Division into
the future of Lesley College.

Education
Assessment
In preparation for the first group of undergraduate
Education students who will be using ePortfolios next
year, we have refined our Program Outcomes and
identified specific courses in each of our programs
which will use Key Assignments to address one or more
outcomes. At our March retreat core faculty and administrators were joined by several veteran adjuncts,
School of Education colleagues, and Linda Pursley, Director of Assessment and Institutional Research. We
reviewed and revised rubrics for a number of Key Assignments. We then tested a few of these rubrics using
actual student work. The process of refining and revising both Key Assignments and rubrics will continue
next year. We anticipate that the ePortfolio portion of
our assessment system will be an important piece of
evidence we present to the Teacher Education Accreditation Council/Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Visiting Team in Spring
2013.

curriculum and changes in the field, as well as providing students with more options for in-depth study. In
February the revised Multicultural Education Specialization was approved by the School of Education Curriculum Committee. The revised Special Education and
Technology and Teaching Specializations will be discussed at this month’s Division Meeting.

Search for a New Division Director
From the education faculty:
The Lesley College education faculty have met three
times to discuss the future leadership of our division.
Our first step was to make a list of the responsibilities
associated with the position. It was quite daunting! It
should be remembered that in addition to the duties
of all Lesley College division directors, the director of
education is also a member of the School of Education
Leadership Team and its Curriculum Committee and
has all the responsibilities associated with leading a
licensure program.
Given the time of year, we recommended that an interim head be appointed in July. We gave the Dean a
short list of candidates for the interim role. Unfortunately, no one in the program was available to serve in
this capacity, but we all support the names we sent
forward. We are also pursuing the search for a permanent leader, with expectations that the position will be
advertised in May. Mary Beth Lawton is co-chairing the
committee along with Harriet Deane, Assistant Dean of
the School of Education. They are joined by program
members Carole Brandon, Marjorie Jones, and Maureen Riley. We also asked Christine Evans to be a member of the search committee and we are grateful for
her acceptance.

Curriculum
Several sophomores have expressed interest in applying to our two new Dual Degree Programs - Elementary Education/Master’s in Teacher of Students with
Moderate Disabilities (preK-8) and All Education Majors/Master’s in Teacher of Instructional Technology (all
levels). We are currently developing a Dual Degree Program for Early Childhood and Elementary Education
majors in Integrated Teaching through the Arts with
Lisa Donovan and Louise Pascale. We hope to offer this
exciting opportunity for students next fall.
Throughout the year faculty have been updating our
Specializations to reflect both changes in the Lesley
April 2011

Next year we plan to engage in a discernment process
that allows us to create a vision for our department, an
evaluation of our programs' strengths and weaknesses,
a curriculum analysis, and a plan for how we will get to
where we want to be.

Business Management &
Communication
The Business Management & Communication Division
embraces two dynamic pre-professional programs,
both of which are new to Lesley College in their current configuration. Experiential learning is a key comPage 11

ponent of both majors; students can take advantage of
the extensive network of employers located in the
Cambridge/Boston area.

Business Management
The Business Management major prepares students for
professional leadership in private, public, and not-forprofit organizations. The major cultivates each student’s capacity to think and act with creativity and innovation. Students master the broad definition of business, while focusing on managing people—a key business function in the global economy. Students gain the
knowledge and skills to manage effectively and efficiently while developing a sense of ethical responsibility in professional practice inside and outside of organizations.
Students explore entrepreneurship and small business
management with a particular focus on innovative and
creative decision making. They examine why and how
organizations change over time and how individuals
manage change. Social entrepreneurship, in particular,
prepares students to develop innovative organizations
that improve people’s lives and make a contribution to
greater economic development.
The Business Management major seeks to foster the
development of students’ skills in the areas of communication, innovative problem-solving, and technology.
The curriculum encourages integration of the Liberal
Arts with the field of Business Management to enhance students’ conceptual skills and ability to connect
various disciplines to sound, transformative practice.
Using these competencies, students learn to recognize,
diagnose, and solve problems critical to organizational
performance as well as seek out opportunities for new
ventures and shifts in strategy.
Optional specializations allow students to focus more
deeply in particular organizational areas. All internships are conducted in the area of the chosen specialization.
•Marketing
•Sports Management
•Not-for-Profit Management
•Arts Management
•Individually Designed Specialization
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The Individually Designed Specialization is for students
who seek to study a particular area of business based
on their professional interests such as financial management, international management, or retail management.

Communication
In our rapidly changing digital information age, graduates who understand media have a tremendous advantage. Students in the Communication Program will
learn about media criticism, new media technology,
and professional media practice while learning
through a cooperative media studies perspective. They
will emerge empowered to use mass and social media
to achieve their personal and professional goals, as
well as achieve success in a business world dependent
on managing digital enterprises.
The integration of the Communication major with Lesley's liberal arts requirements provides students with
diverse opportunities to examine the impact of media
practices on all sectors of society, including issues
around social justice. Students study the basic theories
and issues related to communication in a technologydriven global community and develop the ability to use
technology to create, collect, analyze, and communicate information. They also learn the fundamental
skills of image creation and design, honing their ability
to think creatively and work collaboratively in the digital age.

Robust Experiential Learning at
Lesley College
Edith Lesley’s Legacy
In 1909, Edith Lesley left her position as a Kindergarten
teacher and established the Lesley Normal School (a
school, usually with a two-year program, for training
high-school graduates to be elementary schoolteachers.). Edith Lesley and her colleagues (including
Gertrude Malloch, and her mother and sister) brought
their life experiences to their work of developing the
Lesley School for the training of Kindergarten teachers.
In those early years, Gertrude Malloch developed a
network of practice classrooms in the local schools.
Their work embraced the core intentions of integrating theory with practice and learning from doing, or in
other words: the learner learning from her/his experiLesley College Today

ences while interacting with the objects of learning or
knowing.

Modalities of Experiential Education Today
The threads of this legacy can be traced in the pedagogy of the current experiential learning components
of all Lesley College majors. As expressed by the National Society for Experiential Education:
“Experiential education is a philosophy and
methodology in which educators purposefully
engage with learners in direct experience and
focused reflection in order to increase knowledge, develop skills, clarify values and prepare
students for both careers and citizenship. It is a
triad partnership between student, college,
and community partner with responsibilities of
each clearly articulated in pre-defined learning
objectives. Facilitated and guided practice, reflection and evaluation are all essential components of this transformative method of learning.”
Internships
An internship is a structured, supervised, credit-bearing
work experience designed to enrich and complement
the students’ academic program. Internships are usually unpaid experiences that provide an opportunity to
put into practice the theories and skills students have
learned in the classroom and provide practical handson experience in significant work-learning situations.
All first year students engage in an introduction to
field experiences. Then internships are available during
the sophomore, junior and senior years. Students meet
in a weekly discussion seminar to assess and reflect on
their experiences and to analyze the organizational
context of those experiences. The Lesley College Internship Office provides necessary assistance and support, preparing all non-education students to identify
and interview for internships that match their interests
and professional goals.
Field Placement
The Undergraduate Education Program prepares education students to teach diverse populations in a multicultural society. Throughout the curriculum, theory is
combined with competency-based fieldwork with children and adolescents. Various methodologies are used,
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including lectures, roundtable discussion seminars, cooperative learning groups, and reflective journals. Appropriate field experiences are arranged in the first,
sophomore, and junior years, culminating in an intensive student teaching practicum during the senior year.
In this capstone experience, viewed as a synthesis of all
that has been learned, students assume their greatest
responsibility as future teachers. The Lesley College
Field Placement Office identifies appropriate practica
that meet the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education requirements and interviews all education students to match their preferences and learning
goals with a particular mentor teacher.
Study Abroad
Study abroad allows students to pursue educational
opportunities in another country. Studies show that it
increases creativity, builds insight and enhances career
potential while promoting shared experience and understanding among the world’s communities. Since
2007, Lesley students have spent semesters or full years
in Europe, Israel, India, Ecuador, Uganda, New Zealand, Thailand, and other locations. Others have participated in travel-study courses with Lesley faculty to
London, Peru, Cambodia/Vietnam/Laos, and Guyana.
This summer Lesley will launch its first-ever full immersion programs abroad in Paris and Guyana.
Service Learning
Service learning is a teaching and learning approach
that integrates community service with academic study
to enrich learning, teach civic responsibility, and
strengthen communities. This can occur through a designated service learning activity, such as working with
Habitat for Humanity during Alternative Spring Break,
or as a project that is a component of a regular academic course.
Community Service
The Office of Community Service is committed to providing Lesley University students and staff with meaningful service opportunities. Through these opportunities, we strive to connect participants with the Cambridge and Boston community and to facilitate deeper
conversations about issues such as education, hunger,
homelessness, human rights, and environmental challenges.
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Integrated Programs of Study

graduate early.

What is unique about experiential learning at Lesley is
that it is integrated into the students’ overall program
of study. All students complete their core curriculum
requirements, the academic requirements of their major, and the experiential learning component of their
major. All three are assessed by the Lesley University
Learning Goals & Objectives, which are structured sequentially from the first year to the fourth, culminating in the capstone course. In this way all Lesley undergraduates are realizing Edith Lesley’s vision of integrating theory and practice.

Although the application deadline was March 15th, late
applications will be considered. Please encourage your
students to contact the Study Abroad Office
(lcexchange@lesley.edu) to inquire.

A Summer in Paris
This summer Lesley will offer its first full-immersion
summer program abroad in collaboration with the
American University of Paris (AUP). The program entails 7 weeks of study with AUP professors, followed by
CHUMS 3888: Paris at the Crossroads: Political Revolutions & Artistic Transformations", a travel-study course
co-taught by Dr. Christine Evans and AIB professor Stuart Steck. All work will take place on the AUP campus
in the heart of Paris.
In CHUMS 3888, students will use Paris as a historical
document that bears the traces of important social,
political, and cultural events. By exploring Paris and its
monuments, students will confront the following questions: What can the physical landscape of Paris tell us
about French history and its evolution? How did the
work of French artists and writers reflect (and engender) an emerging sense of national identity? In what
ways did the French government use architecture and
urban planning as a means of communicating political
ideology and imperial power? How does the past function as a text that is used to construct current cultural
and political narratives?
In promoting the program to students, AIB’s Steck
notes, “the experience of being in Paris -- which is one
of the most visually stunning and artistically sophisticated cities in the world -- will shape your development. Regardless of what courses you take, the Paris
Summer Program will enable you to: 1) visit museums
and galleries; 2) take tons of pictures; 3) study a foreign language; 4) learn about another culture; 5) gain
global/international experience; 6) fulfill your general
education requirements; 7) study at a world-class institution; 8) meet new people; 9) become eligible to
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Curriculum Transformation
Engages Undergraduate Schools
In September of 2010, a Core Curriculum Committee
was formed of selected Lesley College and Art Institute
of Boston faculty, as well as student representatives.
The Committee was charged with considering the current Lesley Undergraduate General Education requirements, and, if needed, strengthening that program of
study.
In addition, the Core Curriculum Committee considered
some provocative student comments on General Education requirements, confirming some faculty and administration concerns:
The first-year courses need stronger intellectual
foundations and engaging formats
Encourage faculty to be creative with the content and
structure of first-year courses.
The current General Education core requires
more rigor
Many students have said they are not challenged
enough and many regard the requirements as a mere
‘check-list.’
Many students want value added in the core
classes
Many students are not engaged. They do not see a
deeper meaning across disciplines.
The Committee took the following steps:
• Examined the strengths and weaknesses of the
present undergraduate General Education requirements, the learning goals of the program,
and, most significantly, the extent to which students are actually achieving these goals through
the current program.
• Studied the work of previous Lesley College General Education committees to understand what
Lesley College Today

choices had been made, when, and why and how
the program can be improved beyond those initiatives.
• Looked at the Core Curriculum at other institutions, as well as current research on General Education, retention, interdisciplinary learning, and
student engagement.
The nature of a revitalized Core Curriculum began to
emerge, one that would stimulate and engage sustained curiosity, and use an integrated model for collaborative teaching and learning and nurture a culture
of an engaged and inspired learning community.
This improved Core would explore fundamental and
universal questions – such as “What Makes Us Human?” — through the exploration of seminal texts
(including the visual arts, film, multi-media, and performance), and the examination of multiple cultural
perspectives, encouraging students to see valuable differences between the methods of disciplines, as well as
significant connections across disciplines, their other
course work, and learning beyond the Core.
In our proposed approach, students entering our university as undergraduates would form learning communities through shared readings and experiences in
the Core, bonding them to each other, the faculty and
to the University. The Core faculty would model collaboration across disciplines and innovation in investigative methods and problem solving, use a variety of
modes and media for inquiry and expression, and
strengthen their teaching and scholarship through preparatory and developmental workshops. The approach
would use a process of continual collective critique,
design and improvement.
Over the next several months the cross-school committee and all cross-school faculty and students are encouraged to participate in the development of theme
pathways. The pathways could include a dozen freshman seminars from which students could select two
during their first two semesters. We seek truly multidisciplinary seminars, which are undergirded by the essential knowledge that students need in order to advance
their careers and lead in an interdependent and diverse world. We seek to advance in all students some
of the following learning outcomes:

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Strengthened analytical reasoning abilities
Correctness of oral and written expression
Visual literacy and aesthetics
Meaningful knowledge of world culture , including
world religion, literature and expressive therapies
Meaningful knowledge of how “place” is created
and altered by markets, geography, human evolution, and architecture
Meaningful knowledge of the intersections between neuroscience and child development
An appreciation of citizenship

Dean Coleman’s Message
Lesley College is a special
place. Lesley is a small liberal arts
college with an emphasis on applied learning. Lesley faculty members are dedicated to cultivating
diverse graduates who are critical
thinkers, excellent writers, teachers, scientists, and real-world problem-solvers. By design, our degree
programs take students well beyond the classroom. This past year, Lesley College students participated in study abroad opportunities that
took them to Paris, Florence, India, and the rainforest
of Guyana.
Our internships and practicum experiences link coursework with practice and position students well for career advancement and world citizenship. At Lesley College experiential learning is who we are and what we
do well. Every single student who enters Lesley College
is respected as an individual and is expected to participate in the life of the community.
The twin engines that drive high intellectual standards
at Lesley College are our faculty leaders and students.
Through coursework, learning communities, and experiential learning, students’ networks, knowledge, skill
set, and values are greatly advanced. Opportunities
abound for students to conduct research with faculty
mentors as they pursue majors in languages, arts, education, science and mathematics, social sciences, psychology and counseling, and business management
and communication.
At Lesley College we offer Accelerated Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees, a world-class summer school, as well
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as a Three-Year Degree program. Integral to the threeyear degree are summer school opportunities for students to study and participate in internships throughout the world. Students at Lesley aspire to dig deep
into the local culture and to see the connections of an
interdependent world. At Lesley College critical inquiry, case analysis, practica, dramaturgy, evocative
lecture/discussions and expressive arts, are all valid and
rich approaches to learning world history, world literature, global studies, and environmental science.
As Dean of Lesley College, I invite you to savor this
newsletter and encourage you to become better aware
of Lesley’s twenty-first century curriculum, learning
goals, students’ successes, and a record of faculty excellence in teaching, scholarship and service to their professions and world community. Lesley College staff and
educational support services make this record of success possible and sustainable. Our mission of diversity
and excellence stretch us and inform our everyday
practices and relationships with the community, nation, and world.
There are many ways for Lesley alumni and friends to
get involved with Lesley College. I encourage you to
contact
the
Alumni
Relations
Office
(http://www.lesleyalumni.org/) to learn more about
becoming a mentor, facilitating internship opportunities, sponsoring study-abroad and language learning
communities and houses, assisting students with wellness needs, and participating in campus programs and
events, and more. You may access our December issue
Here:
http://www.lesley.edu/lc/content_academic/lesley_colle
ge_today_december_2010.pdf

Please send submissions for the October
issue of Lesley Today to mgonsal2@lesley.edu
by Friday, September 23rd.
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