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Celebrating a Career
The next few editions of Lesley College Today will feature four faculty retirees: Mary Mindess, Bard Hamlen,
Rose Marie Knickles and Don Boyle. In this edition of
Lesley College Today, Professor Mary Mindess, professor of Early Childhood Education, is featured.
Mary Mindess joined the
faculty of Lesley College
fifty-three years ago--in
1959.
For thousands of Lesley
alumni, memories of Professor Mindess, her sense
of humor, her spirited
classes, her penetrating
insights into the nature
of early childhood education and the Kindergarten
Conference are highlights reviewed over and over
again at reunions.
Mary has seen Lesley change from a small teacher’s
college to a national university. Throughout her tenure
here she has demonstrated the highest merit in teaching, service, scholarship and professional activities. As a
teacher, she is known for her skill at facilitating students’ ability to connect theory and practice, to understand the importance of teachers’ ability to challenge
their students at just the right level and to create
learning activities that integrate the arts. As an earlier
pioneer, Mary was one of the first faculty members at
Lesley College to teach an online course. A strong believer in authentic learning, she is known for interviewing young children in her college classrooms and for
bringing whole kindergarten classrooms to the Kindergarten Conference for interactive demonstrations.
It is difficult to imagine a faculty member who has
given more service than Mary. As a committed member
of the community, she is always willing to serve when
needed and has a particular interest in involvement
with curriculum committees, alumni-related committees, and anything related to technology. Most signifi-

cant is her ability to think outside-the-box. Anyone
who has been on a committee with Mary can remember her saying, “I’m wondering if we should approach
this a bit differently.” What followed was a new idea,
one that was always built on her love for Lesley and
her belief in its mission.
Mary’s scholarship is evidenced through her publications, grants, technology projects and presentations.
Together, they document her commitment to early
childhood education and the use of technology as a
learning tool. Her scholarship has continued throughout her career; in the past five years she has published
a chapter in a book and an article, led a technology
project, and given five presentations.
Mary’s honors attest to her professional reputation.
Among other awards she is the recipient of the Elizabeth Peabody Life-time Achievement Award, the Herbert H. Wilde Alumni Award from Boston University,
the Lesley Impact Award, the Cambridge YMCA’s Tribute to Outstanding Women, and most recently, the
Boston Children’s Museum named its Countdown to
Kindergarten Classroom in her honor. All of her
awards were given in honor of her significant impact
on the field of education.
Mary has co-written a widely acclaimed book, Eliciting
Children’s Full Potential, a title well suited as a précis
of Mary’s lifetime contributions and achievements. Her
most recent publication, “When Two Cultures Meet,”
provides insights into the discourses of teachers in
North America as they experience greater diversity in
classrooms throughout the United States. Mary
Mindess holds a Certificate of Mastery in Prior Learning
Assessment, CAEL and DePaul University (2006). She
served as a mentee/collaborator with Lella Gandini,
U.S. Liaison for the Reggio Emilia Approach, Reggio
Emilia, Italy, 2009. Mary’s other accomplishments in
education include an ED.M., Boston University; a degree in Speech Therapy (1957); Special Student, Early
Childhood Education, Eliot-Pearson, Tufts University
(1952); and a B.S., Simmons College, Psychology and

Education (1952).
Many Lesley University faculty members have had the
honor of working with Mary Mindess for decades.
Throughout this time, her career has provided a model
for how much difference one person can make. She is
truly a Lesley citizen eager to contribute to and appreciate all of the learning opportunities she has been
given.

New England Women’s Centers
Conference
Submitted by Amy Rutstein-Riley
On November 4 & 5, 2011 Lesley University hosted the
2nd New England Women’s Centers Conference
(NEWCC2011). Center directors, staff, faculty, and students from twenty institutions from the New England
region participated. The conference focused on the
unique needs of women’s centers, including community-university based collaborations, prevention of sexual assault on campus, mentoring programs, and contemporary feminism, among numerous other topics.
Co-Directors of the Women’s Center, Dr. Amy RutsteinRiley & Daphne Strassmann (LC ’08, GSASS ‘11), opened
the conference with a talk highlighting the importance
of collaborative, relational and inclusive approaches to
the missions of women’s centers today.

Conference sessions included an update on Title IX and
sexual assault on campus by attorneys Naomi Mann
and Amy Hunter from the Office for Civil Rights; a
screening of the initial cut of the documentary Left on
Pearl, followed by a panel discussion with the director
and several women interviewed in the film, including
Dr. Eleanor Roffman, Professor and Director of Field
Training, Division of Counseling and Psychology. Lesley
alumna and Director of the Cambridge Women’s Center, Ming Chang, facilitated a session with Dr. Amy
Rutstein-Riley and Alice Diamond, Associate Dean for
Career & Community Service, on collaborations across
community and university-based women’s centers. A
round table on centers’ best practices and challenges
was followed by sessions on strategies for working
with small budgets, assessing effectiveness of funded
programs, mentoring models and the inclusion of all
genders in women’s centers. The conference closed
with a grant and proposal writing workshop led by Dr.
Marianne Galvin, Senior Grants Officer, Lesley University.
One of the most popular parts of the conference was
the plenary session. Dr. Arlene Dallalfar introduced the
plenary in which keynote speakers were asked to respond to the topic of contemporary feminism. Professor Dallalfar spoke about the waves of feminism and
drew connections to the third wave generation students who were among the conference attendees. Ple-
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nary presenters included students from Harvard, Lesley
and Tufts, engaging discussion about race and feminism and humor in feminism. Lesley College senior
Rachael Cina, President of Third Wave, recounted her
experiences in putting together a sold-out production
of the Vagina Monologues last February at the Marran
Theater.

◘ Francis Alix had his play, Long, Long Distance, produced by Playhouse Creatures Theatre in New York
City in November. His poems which won the Under a
Hundred Chapbook Competition sponsored by the
Georgia Poetry Society, were published in an anthology by the society in November. Copies are available
from Francis at x8550.

The conference provided the opportunity for a vibrant
exchange of ideas, wisdom and problem-solving strategies. We look forward to hosting this event again in
the future and we thank the conference steering committee Daphne Strassmann, Amy Rutstein-Riley, Beth
Chiquoine, and Lisa Santangelo-Feely. We are grateful
as well for the generous support from the Office of the
Provost.

◘ Krystal Demaine, faculty of Expressive Arts Therapy,
presented a poster of her research at the National Conference of the American Music Therapy Association in
Atlanta, GA November 17-22, 2011. Her poster was titled, “Musical Imitation and Four Non-Verbal Children
with Autism.”

Scholars at Lesley
◘ Christine Evans gave a paper in November at the
annual “Colloque Simone Weil” held in Aix-enProvence, France. Her paper was titled “Simone Weil
historienne: vers une histoire prospective” (Simone
Weil as an Historian: Towards a Prospective History).
The paper treats Simone Weil’s articles on the culture
of Occitania, crushed by the French during the Albigensian Crusades of the 13th century. In these articles Weil argues for a historical narrative that
“resuscitates” rather than buries those cultures which
were neglected because they were on the historical
losing side. Weil initiates this project by bringing to a
modern reader’s attention the value and richness of a
largely marginalized culture.
Christine also has an article appearing this month in
Archicube, the publication of the Alumni Association
of the Ecole normale supérieure (which Léon Blum,
Jean-Paul Sartre, Michel Foucault and Simone Weil attended). Its focus is “La cuisine” in honor of UNESCO
naming the French “gastronomical meal” as an
“Intangible Cultural Heritage.” In this issue anthropologists, sociologists, historians and critics of art,
among others, explore food in all its aspects. Her article, “Les Américains et la bonne chère: Ce que pour
eux manger veut dire...” (Americans and Food: What
Eating Means to Them) treats American attitudes to
food — the mix of pleasure and anxiety that abundance has evoked in us at certain junctures in history.
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◘ Dr. Amy Rutstein-Riley (Sociology), chaired a panel
presentation on doctoral student research in the field
of emerging adulthood at the 5th Conference on
Emerging Adulthood held on October 26-28, 2011 in
Providence, Rhode Island.
◘ Arlene Dallalfar and Marjorie Jones, both members of the Awards Committee, attended the ceremony
of the 7th annual 2011 Esther Kingston-Mann Student
Achievement Award for Excellence in Diversity/Inclusion Scholarship at the University of Massachusetts Boston on November 4th. This year a Lesley College student, Safiya Jardine, received a Honorable
Mention for her paper titled "Sex and Gender Roles:
African-American Families."
Arlene also co-edited the recently published book
Transforming Classroom Culture: Inclusive Pedagogical
Practices (Arlene Dallalfar, Esther Kingston-Mann, and
Tim Sieber 2011. New York: Palgrave Macmillan). Arlene contributed a chapter in the book titled
"Teaching Women's Lives: Feminist Pedagogy and the
Sociological Imagination." Marjorie Jones contributed
the chapter “Building Agency Through Writing.”
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