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Celebrating a Career
The next few editions of Lesley College
Today will feature faculty retirees. In December, we featured Mary Mindess. In
this edition of Lesley College Today, Rose
Marie Knickles, assistant professor of
Health and Wellness, is featured.
Dr.
Rose
Marie
Knickles is a celebrated faculty member in the Natural
Science and Mathematics Division of
Lesley College who
is retiring this year
after more than 23
years of teaching,
scholarship and service at Lesley University. Students, fear
not, for she will continue to teach one or
two courses per semester and in summer
as an adjunct. Rose Marie’s important
courses in health play a key role in many
students’ programs of study, from general education choices to courses in majors, minors and concentrations in the
natural and social sciences. Her classes
are demanding, rigorous, very popular
and always full to overflowing with engaged students. Her students continuously praise her for her excellence in
teaching, whether in the classroom or in
the many independent studies she has
sponsored. Students benefit from her
intelligence and knowledge, from her
deep and thoughtful cross-disciplinary
integration of information and from her
participatory and active inquiry-driven
pedagogical approach, all of which they
highlight over and over in her superior
and superlative-laden teaching evaluations.
During her time at Lesley, Rose Marie has

Inside this issue:
developed nearly all of the current
health offerings at the college, including
Essentials of Health, Applied Nutrition,
Women’s Health, Health in the Developing World, Child and Adolescent Health,
Alternative and Complementary Medicine and, most recently, Health and the
Environment. Her curricular interests and
contributions continue through her current involvement in discussions about a
new health major, about new courses
such as Food, Culture, and Health and
other global health offerings. Rose
Marie has also been a key contributor to
the overall growth, development and, of
course, health of the Natural Science and
Mathematics division.
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Rose Marie will be missed for many more
reasons than her excellent teaching and
contributions to the curriculum and division; she is a fantastic advisor who cares
deeply for and listens carefully to her
students. She has also contributed significantly to diversity initiatives across
the university, for example through her
work with NECIT, the New England Center for Inclusive Teaching, and through
service on committees. She has been a
champion of diversity, multiculturalism,
and academic integrity at Lesley.
Rose Marie received her doctorate from
Boston University and has been teaching
health and nutrition courses on the college level for 28 years. Prior to teaching
at Lesley University, she worked at Lasell
College in Newton, MA as the program
director for the student fitness/wellness
program. She was responsible for designing the program, instructing students
and hiring fitness instructors. During the
1970’s Rose Marie worked at National
Health Companies in Braintree, where,
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as program director, she designed health and fitness
activities for the public and traveled extensively
throughout the U.S. and Canada. With an interest in
diversity, she took the opportunity to teach high
school health to juniors and seniors at an Islamic High
School on the South Shore until the school moved its
location, making it impossible to continue there. In
addition to her work at Lesley, Rose Marie currently
provides seminars on a wide range of health and nutrition-related topics at corporations, schools and social
service organizations for Health Promotion Affiliates.
She lectures regularly on a wide range of topics, including but not limited to nutrition and health, stress
management, women’s health, smoking cessation and
osteoporosis.
Lesley University will miss Rose Marie Knickles, one of
its most popular teachers and a wonderful, caring and
compassionate colleague. Her significant, important
and highly valued contributions have affected generations of Lesley students, and they will continue to give
life and strength to our programs and to the inclusivity
of Lesley University, even in her absence. We thank
you, Rose Marie, for giving so much to us. We love you
and thank you for not leaving us entirely!

Public Engagement
Lesley University welcomes Kwame Anthony
Appiah to Conversations speaker series

pus, 47 Oxford Street, Cambridge.
Kwame Anthony Appiah is the Laurance S. Rockefeller
University Professor in the Department of Philosophy
and the University Center for Human Values at Princeton University. Named by Foreign Policy magazine as
one of the top 100 global thinkers in 2010, Appiah has
written widely on ethics, African and black cultural
studies and political theory. His most recent books include The Honor Code: How Moral Revolutions Happen, one of the New York Times Book Review’s 100
notable books of the year.
Free and open to the public, the Lesley Conversations
series has already welcomed Harvard University Professors William Julius Wilson, an expert on race and social
policy, and Jack P. Shonkoff, M.D., Director of the Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University, who
discussed the impact of early adversity on children’s
development as part of Lesley University’s groundbreaking Child Homelessness Initiative.
“Dr. Appiah’s talk will raise important questions about
the ‘other’ and the ‘otherness’ in each of us, and implore us to consider the roles that honor and civic virtue play in contemporary transnational politics and in
the marketplace of transnational ideas,” said Dr. Mary
Coleman, dean of Lesley College. “This speakers series
and the reading circles that precede them offer Lesley
University students, faculty and staff, and the community at large an opportunity to engage in real-world
conversations with the most thoughtful public intellectuals of our time, creating much needed space and
freedom for Lesley University to have honest engagement with ideas, texts, great thinkers and each other.”
Led by assistant professor Nancy Heims, a group of Lesley College students has been thinking about and discussing these issues throughout the semester. They will
gather at 1:30 in Wolfard 201 prior to the public lecture to dig deeper and ask Dr. Appiah questions they
wrestle with as young people intent on making the
world a better, more just place.

The 2011-2012 Lesley University Conversations continue a diverse lineup of noted scholars and experts
with an upcoming talk by Princeton University Professor Kwame Anthony Appiah, an authority on ethics
and culture, who will speak on “Rethinking Cosmopolitanism and Identity” on Thursday, March 1 at 5:30
p.m. in Marran Theater, Lesley University Doble CamPage 2

Lesley University Conversations series provides students, faculty, staff and the community opportunities
to think about issues influencing American and global
policy. Through this series, Lesley hopes to foster diverse and critical inquiry, active learning and scholarly
underpinnings in our actions as citizens and leaders in
an interdependent world.
Lesley College Today

Scholarship
◘ Angela Vierling-Claassen gave a talk titled “Using
Mathematics to Understand the Spread of Acceptance
of Lesbians and Gay Men” at the Joint Mathematics
Meetings on January 7th, 2012.
◘ Anne Pluto had her short story “Hartsfield Jackson,
I’m Going Back to Atlanta” published online.
Anne also had her poems “Oz” and “Summer” published in Earth Daughter’s Anniversary Issue. In January, Anne presented her workshop “Creating a Shakespeare Musical—Working from the Dream State” at
the Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities.
◘ David Goodman published a book volume titled
The Demanded Self: Levinasian Ethics and Identity in
Psychology with Duquesne University Press (coming out
this February). He also published an article titled
“Levinas on managed care: The (a)proximal, faceless
third-party and the psychotherapeutic dyad” in the
Journal of Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology
(with his co-author Steven Huett), an article titled “An
alliance-focused therapy for anorexia nervosa” in Psychotherapy (with several co-authors from Boston University), and an encyclopedia entry on “Dialectical
Thinking” (with a Lesley alumnus, Katie Howe).
◘ On January 16th, Donna Halper delivered a talk to
the Boston chapter of the Society for American Baseball Research (SABR). Her topic, in commemoration of
the 100th anniversary of Fenway Park, was the life of
the typical baseball fan in 1912. In addition, she recently completed two essays for an up-coming SABR
book about 1912 in Red Sox history. Her essays were
about the sportswriters of 1912 and how fans in the
pre-radio era listened to the game on "Newspaper
Row" (where five of Boston's nine newspapers were
located and fans would gather to await the telegraphed reports of the games).
◘ Rosalie Fink, Professor of Literacy (LC Humanities/
SOE), was offered a contract for her new book, Reading, Writing, and Rap: Literacy Learning in the Content
Areas, to be published by Shell Education/Teacher Created Materials. Recently, Rosalie wrote three new journal articles. "Reading, Writing, and Rap: Independent
Reading for All" was published in the Massachusetts
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Reading Association's Fall 2011 issue of The Primer,
Vol. 40(1), 2011-2012. Her article "Asperger's Association of New England Launches First Grandparents'
Group!" appeared in the Fall 2011 Issue of The Journal
of The Asperger's Association of New England. Rosalie’s new article, “Read, Write, Rap, Rhyme,” will appear online in the Winter 2012 issue of The Newsletter
of The New England Reading Association. Rosalie has
given recent conference talks, including a workshop at
the Northeast Literacy for All Conference and Reading
Recovery Institute on November 8, 2011. The workshop, "Reading, Writing, and Rap: Hands-on Activities
for Literacy Learning," was based on activities that
Rosalie developed in her classes with Lesley students.
Rosalie also gave a talk at the Annual Conference of
The Massachusetts Reading Association, entitled
“Reading, Writing, and Rap: Hands-on Activities for
Every Teacher.” In collaboration with several Lesley
College colleagues, Rosalie presented a book talk at a
book signing event at the Lesley University Book Store,
where she discussed two of her International Reading
Association Book Club Books: Why Jane and John
Couldn’t Read---And How They Learned (Fink, 2006)
and Inspiring Reading Success: Interest and Motivation
in an Age of High-Stakes Testing (Fink & Samuels,
2008).
◘ Humanities Adjunct Faculty Tracy Strauss's nonfiction story "The Wreck," has been nominated for the
Pushcart Prize. Tracy also had two essays published recently. The first essay “Writing: To Carry On“ was published in Beyond the Margins. The second essay
“Writing Taboo: Speaking the Unspeakable” has been
published in the new anthology Women on Poetry:
Writing, Revising, Publishing and Teaching (McFarland
& Company).
◘ David Morimoto recently had his poem ”Oneself”
published on the Talking Writing website.
◘ Dr. Linda Dacey co-authored The Xs and Why of
Algebra with Dr. Anne Collins (SOE). Aimed at teachers
of grades 7-9, the professional resource volume was
published in January by Stenhouse Publishers.
She also co-authored the article "Common Core State
Standards for Mathematics: The Big Picture," which
appears in this month's issue off the National Council
of Teachers of Mathematics' journal Teaching Children
Mathematics. Linda and Dr. Drew Polly, University of
North Carolina, were invited to write this introductory
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article to a series of five articles about the Common
Core that will be published over the next few months.

Lesley Welcomes World Historian,
Africanist, Dr. Ronald Lamothe
Dr. Lamothe’s historical scholarship, academic training,
classroom experience, and interdisciplinary background
make him a very strong addition to a superb Humanities faculty at Lesley College.
He is a skilled Africanist, dynamic world history teacher
and accomplished filmmaker with much to offer both
the Humanities Division and Lesley College more
broadly. His work revives Sudanese soldiers from historiographical obscurity and looks at not only how imperial forces transformed these men’s lives, but also how
these same lives simultaneously shaped imperial destinies, and African history in the process. Although subject to violence, natal alienation and other forms of
“generalized dishonor,” per Orlando Patterson’s slavery paradigm, these men somehow endured and transcended their social deaths by making meaningful lives
out of what fate handed them. Indeed, they were
more than simply collaborator-lackeys, “martial races”
cum tools of empire; they were flesh-and-blood historical actors with complex allegiances and identities, both
as individuals and as “Sudanese soldiers” more
broadly. His book, Slaves of Fortune: Sudanese Soldiers
and the River War, 1896–1898, is a social history that
was published last November by James Currey Press,
one of the leading imprints of academic books on Africa.
Dr. Lamothe has had appointments as a visiting Assistant Professor at Boston College, the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and Dartmouth College. In the
fall he taught full-time in the History Department at
the University of Massachusetts, where his past classes
included a combination of world history (The World
and the Rise of the West, 1450–Present) and upperlevel electives (The Scramble for Africa and Africa in
Film). This spring he is a visiting assistant professor at
Dartmouth College, teaching Africa and the World and
Africa since 1800.
His experiences as a documentary filmmaker continue
to inform his approach to history, and these dual interests—history and film—remain strong. He looks forPage 4

ward to any chance to further integrate these two disciplines into his work at Lesley College. What is of particular interest is his interdisciplinary background and
approach to teaching. For example, his fall UMass
course, entitled Africa in Film, examined how Africa
and its history have been depicted on film over the
past century and covers a wide variety of film genres:
historical epics and biopics; “jungle,” empire, and adventure films; newsreels, documentaries, and ethnographic films; indigenous African cinema; and more
recent Hollywood “broken Africa” dramas.
Dr. Lamothe is willing and well able to teach Humanities Internship Seminars, and is interested in responsibilities related to curriculum development, advising
students, and committee work. According to Christine
Evans, Humanities Division Chair, “his articulate, polished and moving presentation on the importance of
historical study for undergraduate students, his scholarship on the intersections of Christianity and Islam, his
focus on public history, which makes him an important
resource for building our internship placements and
programs, his ideas for how to engage students in history and historical inquiry make him a valuable teacher
and an engaging colleague.”
Dr. Lamothe will join the Lesley College faculty as an
assistant professor of History in August 2012.

New Leadership
Dr. Mary Beth Lawton
It is with enthusiasm
and confidence that
Mary Beth Lawton
takes leadership as Division Leader in Undergraduate Education at
Lesley University. Dr.
Mary Beth Lawton is
capable, honest, organized and very forthcoming about the strengths and opportunities of the
division. Under the leadership of Mary Beth Lawton
the faculty has infused the division of Education with
three new innovations, worthy of amplification both in
terms of strengthening student learning outcomes and
reconstituting the faculty corps. The Early Childhood
Education (ECE) major will infuse the arts in early childLesley College Today

hood courses, create a specialization in working with
children on the autistic spectrum, focus on issues of
homelessness and poverty and create opportunities for
service. As one of the fastest-growing majors in the
Education Division, scores of first year students have
declared a major in ECE. In collaboration with Lesley
College’s Center for the Adult Learner (LCAL), the Education Division is enabling LCAL students to access the
early childhood major. Preparing for the lacuna left by
Professor Mary Mindess’s May 2012 retirement, an assistant professor of early childhood education, ideally
with a background in urban issues, social sciences, language arts and technology is being recruited.
The Elementary Education major is also undergoing
transformation through a mixture of special education,
urban education, and English language learning (ELL)
and diversity perspectives. We are actively seeking to
hire an associate professor in elementary education.
An associate professor of urban-elementary education
with a strong background in the educational needs of
English language learners is being sought for a fall
2012 hire.
In concert with divisional leaders in Humanities and
Science, Drs. Christine Evans and David Morimoto, respectively, the Education division seeks to increase the
number of Secondary Education majors in English and
Math and create a Secondary Education major in
Teacher of Biology.
Finally, the division would like to create a nonlicensure major for students who are interested in
teaching in international schools, private schools or
other settings that would not require Massachusetts
licensure. This would be an interdisciplinary major that
would integrate global, cultural and language studies
and invites collaboration with Peace Corps, City Year,
and Oxfam, among others.

Dr. Bryan Brophy-Baermann
Political scientist Dr. Bryan BrophyBaermann has been unanimously chosen by our Social Sciences faculty to
serve as the new leader of the Social
Sciences Division. Child Studies, Global
Studies, Political Science, Sociology
and Social Change and Human Services
comprise the five programs of the Division. Bryan succeeds Dr. Robin Roth,
February 2012

who is Professor of Sociology and Social Policy. Robin
has made significant contributions to the leadership of
the Division over many years, and for that we thank
her.
As Division Leader Bryan is a driving force in Global
Studies and Political Science, where he and the search
committee are leading two pivotal searches, now well
underway. Bryan’s underpinnings as a leader are
rooted in his work in international relations and comparative government and in his experiences as a study
abroad officer as well as his lived experiences in Eastern Europe. Bryan has taught introductory and upperlevel courses such as International Relations, American
Politics, Comparative Politics, Global Politics, Political
Analysis, U.S. Foreign Policy, the Politics of Terror and
the Politics and Economics of Global Communication.
His successes as a teacher/scholar, his reputation on
campus as an engaging teacher and mentor, his vision
for the division and his penchant for analytical reasoning stand him and the Social Sciences Division in very
good stead. In addition to his scholarship and teaching,
Bryan is an active member of Lesley College’s Integrated Assessment Team (IAT) and serves on several
vital Lesley University committees and as a reviewer for
esteemed journals in political science, including the
American Political Science Review and International
Studies Quarterly.

Assessing Student Learning Outcomes
Over the last twelve years, the administration and faculty of Lesley College have worked hand in hand to
strengthen the college’s general education curriculum
and implement assessment in both general education
and the major. Much of this work was supported by
two grants from the Davis Foundation. The first grant
focused on the consolidation of the liberal arts curriculum between Lesley College and AIB, following the
merger of AIB and Lesley College in which Lesley assumed responsibility for general education courses for
both institutions. The second grant supported the development of infrastructure and processes to assess the
efficacy of courses at Lesley and AIB in supporting major learning goals adopted by both schools. Indeed, the
creation of the learning goals was a key part of the
work funded by the second grant.
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Since 2007, when funding through the second Davis
grant ended, both Lesley and AIB have continued to
rework the general education curriculum to insure that
it effectively addresses the general education learning
goals and supports student learning and engagement.
An office of Assessment and Institutional Research has
been established, with a Director of Assessment and
Institutional Research and staff. Annual Program Reviews (APARS) have been established to assess work
done in the major. Assessment rubrics have been developed for each division. During AY 2010, over 180 academic administrators, faculty, and staff were involved
in more than 20 separate APAR sessions. Last year, a
faculty committee reviewed the General Education
Learning Goals and Outcomes to insure that they still
reflected the college’s vision of an educated person.
The significant progress that has been made with assessment over the period of the first two Davis grants
notwithstanding, we now find ourselves on the threshold of new assessment initiatives that will enable us to
better understand how, and in what ways, our students are learning. One of our goals is to integrate assessment in general education and assessment in the
major. While many of the goals and objectives overlap,
assessment in each domain has, for the most part, been
carried out independently. Developing an integrated
approach to assessment in general education and the
majors will provide an understanding of how learning
in each domain builds upon and reinforces the other—
and, in so doing, provide the necessary understanding
for making sequential learning more intentional, promoting greater depth in learning, underscoring interdisciplinary connections and mapping learning goals
across all courses. The development of an integrated
approach to assessment will be led by a newly created
Integrated Assessment Team, comprised of faculty
from all six academic divisions. The Integrated Assessment team will require training for all team members.
This will include working with facilitators and experts
in the area of assessment; attending relevant conferences; and peer training, to train new assessors after
the program is implemented. The Integrated Assessment Team (IAT) will work closely with the Director of
Assessment and Institutional Research and her staff.

at Lesley (and many other colleges and universities) in
recent years. All Lesley students now enroll in a minimum of two internships; in some majors, students take
up to four. Students in our three-year degree program
undertake experiential learning while studying abroad.
Given the prominence of experiential learning at Lesley, we are developing processes to better assess how
students benefit from such experiences. In particular,
we need to gain a better understanding of the learning that takes place at the intersection of classroom
and experiential learning, a critical learning experience
for all of our students.
In addition to internships and other forms of field
based learning, students participate in a wide variety
of co-curricular learning experiences, including Community Service, Alternative Spring break, America
Reads, Community Advising and Residential Life. A pilot study done under the second Davis grant indicated
that students were addressing key learning goals in
many of these activities, notably in the areas of social
responsibility and leadership.
Based on these findings, the Integrated Assessment
Team, the Experiential Learning Committee and the
Office of Internships will take a lead role in developing
fuller assessment in experiential learning and the creation of a co-curricular transcript. The co-curricular transcript will document the value that experiential learning adds to students’ knowledge of the fusion between theory and application. A proposed capstone
course will provide a forum for students to analyze
knowledge gained in field experiences in the context
of literature and prevailing orthodoxy. They will ask:
what does a synthesis of the experiences and reviews
of the literature contribute to my understanding? How
does the synthesis strengthen my capacity to develop
case analysis, fortify my debate skills, improve my commitments to ethical decision making, produce greater
efficacy in public engagement and foster thoughtful
and creative problem solving?

Another student assessment goal is to formalize an
approach to assessing Lesley’s varied opportunities for
experiential learning. While experiential learning has
been central to Lesley’s pedagogy since the college’s
inception, it has assumed an even more important role
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Lesley College Career Advancement Network Mentors
Lesley University is offering an exceptionally engaging accelerated option for students to earn their undergraduate degrees in three years. One component of this three-year degree program involves mentoring by Lesley
alumni and others who are professionals working in the field. Given their backgrounds and career histories, we
have invited twenty-five people to serve as a mentor to any Lesley College student who is three years from
graduation. In this edition of the newsletter we feature three distinguished Lesley College mentors. We continue
to build a pool of potential mentors for this and future years and invite others to join the program. More information can be found here.

Dick Lourie, Poet and Musician
Dick Lourie is a blues musician and poet. He plays the alto saxophone and trumpet. His
most recent release is entitled When the Delta Was the Sea. He lives in Somerville with his
wife Abby Freedman. About mentoring Lesley College students he states:
“I am honored that you asked me to serve as a mentor at Lesley College. I would be delighted to serve as a mentor to one of your outstanding students. I am accepting your invitation to serve as a mentor because mentoring is important relative to one's ability to
navigate his or her academic journey. I see a mentor as an advisor, guide and ultimately a
friend. I am looking forward to joining with the other folk that you have invited to serve
as a mentor.”

Geraldine Kearse Brookins, Psychologist
Geraldine Kearse Brookins is a psychologist (Oberlin and Harvard) and past
vice-president of the Kellogg Foundation.
“I am so honored to serve as a mentor to Lesley College students. Being a
mentor allows one to transfer skills and knowledge to a young person. In
turn, my generosity allows life-long growth. I feel compelled to give back. I
have been given such a tremendous education and it is incumbent upon each
of us to use education in the practice of our work and lives. Mentoring is the
nexus between what young people learn in the classroom and what they learn in life. The mentor is the fulcrum
from whom the mentee learns to anticipate challenges and solve them. “

George Chappelle, EVP/Chief Operating Officer
George Chappelle (BS, Computer Science, Westfield State College, Master of Science in Applied Management, Lesley College), is Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer
of SOLO, a manufacturing company that specializes in single use products.
“I am delighted to take the time and effort to mentor a Lesley College student. I look forward to serving in this capacity and to meeting students in the network.”
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